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j The first duty of such an association is to edu-
cate public opinion. Many, important sanita-y re-
formis cannot be effecteci %vithout the aid of legisla-
sion. A paterniai despotisn naiit force such
reformis upon an unwilling people, but in a free
country such Ie,ýislation will only be granted when
those who deand it are sufficientiy backed up b>'
the force of pu:blic opinion. This point cannot be
too clearly kept in view~, or too persistently inforceci.
Mlhen private indcividuais or even the meînbers; of
-i public association, niove in such miatters, un less
strongly supported by the press and the public,
they, are sure to be lookecd upon as busy bodies w~ho
cannot be content to lea well enoughi alone but ?tai/i
Zgo poking about and stirring up unpleasant things
that nol)ody w'ants to hear about. \Terv feu' per-
sons have an), intelligent conception of the necessity
for sanitary refornis. Il is only- whien an outbreak
of typhoid or diphtheria or smiall-pox occurs ihiat
they are stir-red up to a temipora-y intercst in ic
inatter. Then they are active in denouncing the
authorities and demnancî that the imniediate, or
perha,,ps accidentai, cause of tlue epidemic or par-
ticular case iie rinoved fromi their own immediate

jneighibourhood at least. After that is clone, or
supposed to) he donc, no nmore is hecard of themi
untit another outbreak occurs. Thle more subtie
causes of disease which exist in the generai condi-
tions under whichi life is liveci, and which render
such outbreaks possible while they, prepare the
human body to, succunib to themn are hardi)' ever
thoughit of except b)' specialists. The seeds of
disease like the seed of grain can only germninate
wl'1en the conditions are favourable. Many of these
conditions are now known to science and it is possi-

* bic to control themi if the proper means are employed.
New discoveries arc ev'ery day being made which.
render it more possible- to control them. There

* 3eernS no reason to doubt that the tirne uvili corne
v'hen medical science 'viii becoriîe preventiv'e rather
than curative. That time uvili not corne, how'ever,
so long as the work is left whoily to medicai men,
-sanitary engineers, and a few others. Preventive
ffiedicinc aid> sanitary science are alrnost inter-
changeable terms. There 15 therefore urgent need
for flic Sanitary, Association to be up and doing, and
we hope soon to sec then corne to the front again
zind iead in flic fighit against dirt, disease, and
death.

NEURQLOGY.

The Contagion of Murder: A Study of Crimninal
Anthi-opology.

Traslsatcd f roini.iIèso dIo DoctoraLt du Dr. Paul Atibry, 1'ari.

The interest specially relating to this article for
Canadians at flue present timie is that, as one
often hiears remiarked, there seems to be an cpi-
demic wave of crime sweeping over the Amierican
continentat the i)resent timie. It were trne that
the question lie seriously considercd whether there
shouid not be a limnit to the freedoni of the press
regarding the publication of itching lîews for itch-
ing cars. iPersonaly 'we think that muchi of w~hat
is caiied in newspaper p.arlance, lîvc news %Vere much
better dead, dealing- as it .often does with dead sub-

The followingy translation w'cll expresses modemn
views on the subject :-" The as[onishing facilit),
uvith wlhch crinmes are conîxitted, the ahwlost abbo-
lute simiflarity in the nieans of execution, the re-
turn, s0 to speak, i)eriociically of certain niurders
induced Dr. Aubry to look into the cause and
mysterious connections which bind these différent
conditions together. ou;this marked psydiholo-
gicai phienomienon is not the result of mere imita-
tion, altluoughi one mighit at first bc led to think, so.
Thiere is more, it is a comibination of four vcr>' dis-
tinct ternis: SuggYoestion, imitation, heredity, con-
tagion ;the whole of which constitute the princi-
pal elemients of an epidemîic.

Epidemic murder lias been demonstra"ted b)'
histor)'; but it is oniy a feu' years siiice the truly
path 'ological nature of thiese epidemics lias been
uiiderstood. Encouraged by the examiple of bis
miasters, M. Aubry lias not feared to add a stone
in this great work. He lias treated u'ith authority
this question so full of interest, s0 gyreat in conse-
qùences. His work is divided into three parts : in
the first place lie lias studied the contagion of
murder iii. its g*eneral methods; lie lias searched
out what uvere their chief factors, and under this
lîead lias reviewed the famiiily, the prison, the sighit
of executions, the description, etc. In the second
part.lie lias treated of the contagion -of crime in
some of its special methods, vitriol; revolver, poi-
soning, criminai butchery. Finally lu the thiird lieý
examines; epidenuics and endenics..

We wili not followv the author in the examina-
tion of these. different questions, supported by n.ur-
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