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enigaged in tho intellectual processes, sufficient datat have beeîi accumnu-
Iated to enale very coiupetent authorities to venture certain hazards.
Thus Professor P!itrick of the 'University of Iowa, argues strongly againist
the mietbods of teachin(y now invorgu- in the l)rit-ary schools. Bothi upon
authropological and psychiological grounds lie condemins the use of the
reading book-the spelliug book and the copy book by children under,
say, ten y cars of age. Man bias only recently become a reading and
writing animnal, and to quote Pat.rick's oivin words «'It %vi11 demand a
considerable mnaturity in the child before lie is ready for that wvhici bias
developed so late in the histor- of the race. The la oag f the cid
like that of the primitive inan, is the language of the car and tongue.
The child is a talkirig and liearing, animal. Ife is ear-mninded. There
lias leen in the history of civilization a steady developinent towar(l tbe
prel)onderating, use of the bigrber senses, culminating wýith the eye. Thie
average aduit civilized man is now strongly eye-miinded, but it is neces-
sary to go backi only to the tinie of the ancient Greeks to find a decidedly
relative earrnindedness. Few laboratory rescarchlesl have been ,r ide upon
the relative rapidit-y of development of the special senses iii chiliren but
such as hiave been made tend to confirm the ii lieations of the '<culture-
epocis " theory, and to show that the auditory centres develop earlier
than the visual."

Anotlier criticisin of prevalent teaec ietbods is that of Oppen-
heim. If quote himi as follows: '«One must 1 eep in inid that, the faculty
whichi governs inatheinatical comuputation is located among the higlier
centres in the cerebruii ; that this part of the brain is amongf the latest to
attain mnaturity ; thiat therefore in chiildhood it is in no condition to put to a
strain. Wheniever a schiolar at this agfe is forced into attemptb to use
this faculty, a process siniflar to any other sort of exhaustive work
resuits. One caii the more easily underst-ind the inevitable outcome
frorn a knowledgre of the fact that the nerve ceils of children being, more
or less iu a state of unstable equilibrium, are easily exhausted, so that a
consequent nerve poverty niust showv itself. Thius sueli chidren receive
no perrnan,-i-t value fromn studies in mathiematics, simple thoughi thiey Le;
and what is more, if these studies were not begun until greater maturity
-say at least ten y cars of age-not only would a vast amount, of nervous
wear and tear be saved, but also the children would leuxrn as miucl inl
one year, as tlmey fornierly, under the present adverse conditions and
methods, learu infive. T1he tim-e th us saved miglit bo pro fitably employ-
cd in strengrthening both immd and body."

Now, if there is anything of real meit in these opinions, is there not
liced for certain reorgani za tion of present-day metmods? Surely the iin-
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