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of the ajdvisab)ility of operation in these cases. The alh-iin-
portant points are for the physician to miake his diagnosis early,
put the patient to bcd, and miake bis surrounding3 sitcli that hié
%vill be in a condition of absolute rest, physical, and mental. As
for mnedicine, in addition to inaintiining strietly the nutrition
and. fuimtions of the body, 1 have uscd phosphate of sodium
grs. VT. t. i. d. with apparent benefit. Theoretically pliosphorus
in sonie forin is indicated. Under sucbi treatmient sonie -%'ill
be cured, others w'ill improve inp to a certain point, and. the
wise plîysician wvi11 soon sec whien bis patient bins reachied. that
point and wvi11 hand imii over to the surgeon long before the
discase Jias advanced to siicb a stage as Nv'ilI renderr an opera-
!,,n -iiseless. I believe thiat everýy case of Graves's disease, whlen
SCCfl early enoughi, should be siibniittcd to tis rest treatii'ont
for t.xo or tbiree wecks before oI)eration.

The operation carried out on miy cases, as a ruie, bias been
the remnoval of the larger lobe and the istbmius, thotigb in two
cases when. both lobes wrere equalh, enlarged, 1 reinoved the
-\vlole gland with the exception of a sînail portion of one lobe.

I hiave hiad. no experience in other incthods of ope-ratiing for
Graves's disease, such as ligating the tbiyroid vessels or symipa-
thectomyv. As to the former, if the thyroid veins w'cre included
in the ligature, one -would expeet an immediate increased ab-
sorption of the glandiilar secretion tbroughi thie lympliatics, and
a consequent exaggeration of the s.yml)toms. Again, ligature
of the vessels -would expose the patient to the dangers of gauli-
g"rene ; and besides, the deliberate exp)osure and ligaturing of
the thyroid vessels wvould be quite as serious an' operation as
thiyroidectomiy itsclf. As for sympathiector-ny, I cannot sec
how thie remiovol, of the synipathietic gangllia ean possibly cure
a condition wvhicli (if rny experience of 77 per cent. of cures
by operation is of any alemust bo causý'ed by some abnormal
activity of the gland itself.

Whether the disease be -dite to the secretingr by the enflarired
gland. of somie toxie substance othier than tlie normal secretion,
as wvas long ago arguied l)y I-orsley; or whiethier Gravcs's dis-
case ho mnerely an expression of toxie poisoning by a hyper-
activity of the gliand and an over-production of its normal secre-
tion is stiPl a debated point. In favor of tbe latter tlieor.y I
would point ont a fact ixat; is very generally knowvn, viz., that by
feedi.ng a healthy suibjc-ct upon thyvroid extract one can produice
Mnost of thie syinpton?s of Graves's' disease.

1MALIGNANT GOITRE.

In tlhiscondition complote and early operation offers the
only chance for the patient. Unfortunately, a sufficient early
diagncf.is is flot -usually m-al ~, the neig«hhoýring glands being


