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gently.  But what was our horror, when, at the
mowent the body was placed horizontally, the pulse
and breathing instantly ceased. Quick as thought,
the body was again inverted, the head downwurds
and the feet over Dr. Johnston’s shoulders, and the
same manceuvres as before were put in execution.
Dr. Campbell thinks it did not take such a long
time to re-establish the action of the lungs and heart
asin the first instance. It may have lacked a few
seconds of the time ; but it seemed to me to be quite
as long. For the same tedious, painful, protracted,
and anxious efforts were made as before ; and she
seemed, if possible more dead than before ; but, thanks
to the brave men who had her in charge, feeble signs
of returning life eventually made their appearance.
Respiration was at first irregular and at long inter-
vals ; soon it became more regular, and the pulse could
then be counted; but it was very feeble, and would
intermit. I began again to be hopeful, and even dared
to think that at last there was an end of this dreadful
suspense, when they laid her horizontally on the table
again, saying,“ She is allright this time.” To witness
two such painful scenes of danger to a youngand va-
luable life, and to experience such agony of anxicty,
produce 2 tension of heart and wind and soul that
can not be imagined. 'What, then, must have been our
dismay, our feeling of despair when, incredible as it
may seem, the moment the body was laid in the
horizontal position again, the respiration ceased a
third time, the pulse was gone, and she looked the
perfect picture of death? Then I gave up allas lost;
for T thought that the blood wus so poisoned, so
charged with chloroform, that it was no longer able
to sustain life. But Nélaton, and Campbell, and
Johnston, and Beylard, and Herbert, by a consenta-
neous effort, quickly inverted the body a third time,
thus throwing all the blood possible to the brain and
again they began their efforts at artificial respira-
tion. It seemed to me thatshe would never breathe
again ; but atlast therc was a spasmodic gasp, and,
after a long while, there was another effort at in-
spiraticn; and, after another long interval, there
was a third; they weve ¢ far between ;” then we
watched, and waited, and wondered if there would
ever be a fourth ; at length it came, and more pro-
foundly, and there wasa long yawn, and the
respiration became tolerably regular. Soon Dr.
Beylard says, 1 feel the pulse again, but it is very
weak.””  Nélaton, after some moments, cjaculates,
“ The eolour of the tongue and lips is morenatural.”
Campbell suys, ¢ the vomiting is favourable : sec, she
moves herhands ; she is pushing agaivst me.”  Bug
I was by no means sure that these movements were
not merely signs of the last death-struggle : and so I
expressed myself. Presently, Dr. Jehnston said,* see
here, doctor ; see how she kicks ; she is coming round
again;” and very soon they all said,* She is safe at
last.””. T replied, ¢ For heaven’s sake, keep her safe;
I beg you not to pus her on the table again till sheis
conscious.”  This was the first and only suggestion
T made during all these anxious moments, and it was
acted upon ; for she was held in the vertical position
till she, in a manner, recovered semi-consciousness,

opened her eyes, looked wildly around, and asked
what was the matter. She was then, and not till
then, laid on the table, and all present felt quite as
solemn and as thankful as I did; and we all in turn
grasped Nélaton’s hand, and thanked him for having
saved the life of this lovely woman. .

In a few minutes more, the operation was finished,
but, of course, without chloroforn. T_he sutures were
quickly assorted and separately twisted, and the
patient put to bed ; and, ov the cighth day thereafter,
I had thé happiness to remove the sutures in the pre-
sence of M. Nélaton; and to show him the success ol
the operation. .

I have detailed the circumstances of this interest-
ing case at great length, because I believe it goes as
far to establish a principle of treatnent as any one
case ever did, or possibly can. .

If the recovery had been complete and pe:feet with
the first effort at reversing the body, there might have
been a doubt whether the vertical position was really
the cause of resuscitution ; but, when the horizontal
position was again and again followed by a cessation
of all evidence of life, and when life was again and
again re-established by a position that favored only
the gravitation of the hlood (poisoned as it was) to
the brain, the infercnce is very clear that death in
such cases 13 due to syncope or cerchral anamia,
LExhaust the brain of blood in any way, and death
follows speedily.  Fill it with blood again, aud life
returns.

T have another case to relate, which goes far to es-
tablish the principle of treatment in chloroform nar-
cosis, so foreibly illustrated by the case at St. Ger-
main.

In Janury 1873, T amputated the cervix uteri at
the Woman’s Hospital, drew the vagina tissue over
the stump, aod secured it by silver sutures. The
junior house-surgeon gave the ansesthetic. When
the operation was nearly finished, he cried out,* The
patient has stopped breathing,” and immediately
added, “ She has no pulse.”  As before stated, [
always use ether as an aneesthetic, and could not
realise the fact that my patient was in any danger
whatever $ill T was told that they were giving her a
mixture of chloroform and ether (one part to four),
which some of the surgeons had been using a few
days previously. Oun examining the patient, [ found
ber, as it were, dead ; there was not the slightest mus-
cular rigidity ; the arms and head fell by “their own
gravity in any way they directed ; the neck was ag
limber as if it were a mere band of soft linen stretch-
ing from the head to the trunk; there was not the
least sign of breathing or of the pulse; she was, to all
intents and purpose, dead ; and I believe she would
certainly have remuined so if she had been left alone ;
and I doubt very much whether she could possibly
have been resuscitated by any other method than that
of Nélaton. . ‘

I quickly inverted the body, and had it held thus;
and then I shook the thorax, agitating the head late-
rally, so as to add an impetus to the movement of the
blood, which, with the body in this vertical position,
would naturally gravitate toward the brain; the jaws



