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for & mind that is dosivous of evading the o-
videuco regarding ity to succeed in doing so.
It ia a profound observation of Pascal’s, that
many principles ang procepts are presouted
in the word of God, in such a manner as to
opetato as moral testa. Thatis, they are pre-
sented with just so much of dwtnctness that
an individual free from prejudices, and seti
ously intent to discover the mind of God, will
find them there; whils on the othgr hand,
they do not stand forth upon the sacred page,
with such a promigence and amud ssch’a
blaza of demonstration, but that the mind that
dislikes the dqetrine ox the dyty, may evade
ita evidengo. Suppose this to be in some de-
grae the case wth the law of tha Sabbath,
would it excuse the man who did not see it
in tho Bible, or would not his rejection of the
Sahbath ig such circuemstapees, afford a cul-
pable instaneo of that moral perversity which
makes the ayo dim that it will not see, and
the ear hoavy that it will not hear—The re-
foronco to somo of the Protestant Churches
on the Continent, w:ll not serve the purpos-
¢s of the objector. We know how long fami.
liarity with a sinful practice, diminishes the
3cnso of ity sinfulness.  It.s thus that wo ae-
count for the feeble tone of coademnation, in
which some of the American Churches spaak
of tho heaven-defying slave system. Butthe
assertion itself is much too unqualified, for it
is a fact, that just as the slumbermg Church-
es on ths Continent are awakoning to life,
they are acknowledging the necessity of a
Sabbath, and that their most enlizhtened and
pious pastors are at this moment sighing for
its restoration, reminding ono of Nehemiah
gojng forth by moonlight, and marking the
ruined walls of Jerusalem, and the gates
thereof consumed ,wita fire, and .calling to
the peopla to riss up and bumid ke wall.
(o be Continued.)

TREVAILING FORMS OF-SABBATH

DESECRATION EXPOSED.
BY REV PETER M'OWAN.

Wehilst the institation of the Sabbath 15 a
tence to the gencral interests of religion, and
a bulwark thrown up to repress the flonds of
ungodliness, it also ogurates as a moral and
religrons test to the children of men ; discov-
ering eithor their love or their hatred, tbeir
loyalty or thewr rooted enmity to Jehovah,
their Sqvercign Lord,, In proportion as na-
tions, churches, or individuals risc, in the
sealo of religion and morality, they venerate
aud religionsly improve this holy day; andin
the same degree as they decline from the love
of God, and the belief of His truth, they, de-
spizo and profane it. The righteous call it
¢ 3 delight, the holy of the Lord, hongrable” ;
and they honour Him, not doing thewr own
ways, nor finding their own pleasure, nor
speaking their owa words. But,the ungodly
say, * When will the new moon be gone,
that we iy sell corn ¥ and thg Sabbach,
that we may set forth wheau?”

Some boldly deny its moral obligation ; af-
firming that it originated in stato policy or
in priesteraft : or, that it s, at best,2 iray-
ment of the Jewish economy.  Others admit
its avine origin, and concede that its de-
sign is bumane and wise , but, en the plea
ct public utility, miiem health, or the hea-
vy stake they have in the trade and  com-
murce of the country, they pervert it, more
~r b 35, to purposes of secwsar toilor of world-
"\ pleasure T proud profane n, because
v omeranchas on their fancied iadependence;
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the avaricious, because it limits their opportu.
nities ol amwagiing wedlth ; tha lovers of plea-
sure, bucause it 1ntectores with the gratifica-
tion of thorr lusta ; the undevout, becawss of
tho spivituality of 1ts duties and dusign ; aud
the unbelieving, beeauss is aswmyps the Be-
ng of a Yod, the oxwstenvo of Providence, the
rosponsibincy of mau, aud the teuthof reveal-
ed_religion.

Convinced that the profanation of this, bles
sod day i3 ono of the great nauoual sins on
account of which (321 continues te viut
us with judzment, and that its sanctification
is essonbally connected with our natjonal
prosperity, the advancement of tho divine
glory, the salvation of'the world, and the per-
manent revival ofrehigion in, tha churches ot
Christ,~we proceed 1o point oat * 8uME OF
THE PREVALENT FORMS," or mudes, in whuch
the day is desccrated by those for whose pre-
sent and everlasting beneft it was insututed.

1. The Sabbath is desecrated, the «iﬂ?cacy of
its grdwsances is neutralioed, and us benignant
design is frustrated, when men are al no pans
to prepare their hearts, or to set thewr affaws
in order for s due sanolification before ot ar-
rives.-="I'rue religion is nu enemy (o tndusiry-
On tho contrary, the scriptures command it
as a virtue, winle they denounce idieness as
an odious viee The fourih commandient,
in particular, is not more exphicit 1 emyoin-
ing that wo rest on the soventh day, than that
wa “labour and du all our work,” on the pre-
ceding six days. It is the divine will that we
so dispatch and arrange our worldly and do-
mestic attaies during the week, that they may
stand still without detriuent to them, or dis-
traction to us, while wa ** wait oaly upon
God,” in his house, or in our closets, on his
own day. The history of each well-instru-t-
ed religioustamily and fiem in the land,proves,
that such a plan.of preparauon 13 both prac-
ticable and profitable.

« REMEMBER the Subbath-dvy to keep it
holy."—That 16, look bafore you to the con-
clusion of the week ; anticipate the Sabbath,
and do not allow yourselves to be so immers-
ed wn worldly pursutz, that it thall come up-
on you unawares. Havo respect toit through
tho whole of your week-day duties; and give
no, pledge, neither enter intoany engagement,
which will entangle your consciences, or lay
you under tewptation to neglectits ordivane-
3, or to seculanize its hours. ‘The ancient
Jews so venerated thiz solemn injunetion, that
they devoted the day preceding their Sabbath
to preparatory duties, and honce it was call-
ed * the day of preparation”.

Had ghose professing christians who are
sharebolders in Sabbath-breakmg railways,
or partners in other companies which dese-
crate thns day, remembered this injunction,
they would have demanded a legal pledge,
that no dunday trading wonld be allowed, be-
fore thoy bought a share, subseribed 3 pound,
or, signed a document.  But they forgot, it
they did not utterly disregard, the word of
the Lord ; and many of them are now suffur-
ing the penalty of their unfaithfulness, Had
some professing parents remembered it be-
fure they apprenticed their children to Sab-
Lath-breaking tradesmen, they wonld not new
have had to deplore the undutifulness of those
who ought to have been the joy of their hearts
and the glovy of their declining years. And
bad some ccmmercial travellers so remember-
ed i, a3 to have stipulated with their employ -
ers, that they shoald nelther transact business
at home, nor travel abroad, on this holy day,

they would a0t have heon 0o Jost to Ged,and
to honour, as dxey unbappily are.

Nuithor the Sabbath norats erdinancss o.
perate as a charm on tho soul ot man. i iy,
awlully poswible for us to observe the duy
without secaring its design i to Uo in the.house
of GoJ withqut realizing ins presunce; and
10 hoar his gospel withont faeling its power
Thesu resalis are not onty possible, but they
will mfallibly ensue, unless we ** sot the Lord
alwy” before ug, and so subordinate our
worldly affairs to our spititunl taterests, that
inztead ot andoning 1wy may contribute to
our baing * m the Spint on tho Lord’s day ”

Coasideriag how tnumately the officasy of
ordinanyus anid-the :alvrtion of men are link-
ed wath tho observance of tho Sabbath. and
how necewary previous preparation is to its
duo sanctifization; those dfzstersincur a foar-
ful responuibility, who, by tasking thair zer.
vauts 1o petforal an, unreasonablo amaunt of
work, or who, by postponing tho paymenr of
theic wages till a late hour on Satarday night,
lay themn under strong temptation, not only 1o
neglect all preparuon for the services of tho
day, bat to desecrato tho day itsolf. Those
Henls of Families al=0 are culpable, who not
only permi, but encouraze thatr gorvants am} -
children toloave cortaindepartmontsof houses
hold service to ba performed on the Lord's
day morning, which, with forethought, mizht
hare been donc on the previous night; or
who teach them to anticipate certain dutiey
on the Sanday evening, which properly se-
long to the following morning.

Tau gomparauve neficacy of gopel ordis
nat.es 1n those landsas a ground of grief’and
surprize to all golly persons and fawhfal mi-
nisters. With an unprecedented number of
faithful menin the ministry, who- penerally
preach the gospel in a plain, powerful, and
pursuasive manaer, and with the most unres-
trained hberty to profess and practice true
religion, a large proportion of those who at-
tend our sanctuarncs romain unsaved. With-
out deaying thoe existence of auxiliary hin-
dr ances, 1t Is our tirm conviction, that a chief
cause of the muuhty of gospel ministrations
with multitudes, both men and wamen, i3 the
harcy and distraction of muind, induced by the
absorblag avidity, and 1dolatrons devotedness
with which they pursue the world, up to, and
otien beyond, the sacred precinets of the Sab-
bath-day  1f the ground be unprepared, it
avails nothing though the seed be good, and
the suwor dihigent, for 1t will lic on the sur-
face, and, 1n that case, 1t will either bo de-
vourad by the birds of the air, or scorched
by the sun, or choked by the briars and weeds
Ii we grieve away the Hol Spirit during the
sia days, how,can we hope be will come and
coinfort us on the seventh.  If we do not sap-
plicate his aud i pryvate, and are unmindful
o' Ins monitions 1 our, daily walk, how can
we expect to be favoured with his celestial
wflacnees in publi¢, when, with minds pre-
oeeupied, we go with tho multitude who keep
holyday.  +Bg not decaved; Gog is not
mocked : for whatsosver a man soweth, that
shall he also reap.” The Sabbath must be
remembered before it comes, in order 10 be-
enjoyed when 1t comes.  Sabbath ordinances
must be approached 1n 2 Sabbath frame, o-
theywise they will barden rather than soften,
and blind, rather than, enlighten; and to se-
core this frame, wo must not only lay tha
world aside with our bands, in proper timn.,
bai ejent 3t from our hearts: praying with
all preyen that the Lord of the Sabbath..
would possesathem by bis Spirit,~* casting,




