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many more whose nanes and books are still green in our memory.l

‘Wae must writo in distinct characters over thig division, the Puri-

ll’uritan induence was folt in literaturo both hefore and after those
dates.

In the Intter year Charles I, wha had heen luxurinting in the
gay court of Lonis XIV . was restorell to the throne of his ances-
tors, and his bad examplo brought wany dissipations into England.
Thore was a_sndden and marked change in fashions, morals and
literature. "Lhe Puritans and their sober black dress wore ridicul-
ed. 'tho theatres, which they lad closed, wero opened. Lady
Castclmaine, Mrs. Stowart and Nell Gwyane {\)rcsonted cxamples
of voluptuous gensuality, which the minor members of court circles
were not slow to imitate. DBut literature was marked by tho de-
hasing writing of the comic dramatists whom Macaulay has held up
to deserved oblogquy, and much of the other litoraturo was also
sensualized.  Still thero was purity in the nation. When Charles
IL. lnnded on his native soil ho was presented with & costly copy of
the Bible, and, in deferenco to the better sentiments of his sub-
jects, tho royal hypocrite kissedjthe sacred volume, declaring that
he loved it above overything elso'  Could he have paid a groater
compliment to the true nature of the honest Eoglish heart ?

From 1000 to 1700, however, examplo proved stronger than
precept, and our literataro, instead of being sober, manly, decp,
and earnest, bocame frivolous, effominate, superficinl, and trilling.

The next change showed n state of affuirs ontirely new. The
cssays of Addison and hi+ n«socintes, addreesed to the highor classes,
appear to have hegotten the newspaper nddressed to the people.
'.l‘Il)w son of a non-conformist hutcher, swwho was, of course, shut out
from the publie sohools and universities, obtained an insight of lifo
and nature, and wrote for the peoplo with holdness and acceptance.
From the days of Daniol Defoo to the present time, the people have
not wanted champions, nor have they been slow to ussert {heir
nights, and their influence is manifest in the publications from 1700
totho present time. Populat taste has not always mado the <awme de-
mands upon authors, and we shall he interested to traee the changes
in the standard of Iiterary excellence during this, which we may
call tho period of the People’s Influence.

The years between 1700 and 1745 were those o ¢+ literary life
of Alexander Pope, who attained a somewhat t-\'-~Pti01ml popu-
lasity. Ie aiwmed at elegance and finish in composition as good in
themselves, and without being a truly great man or writer, his
cxample made u mark upon the literature of the day. We may,
thereforo, speak of thisms the Age of Pope.

The central light in litérary circles in England from 1745 10 1800,
was Samucl Johnson, Ife wrote with earnestness and force, and
m a peealiar style, all of which characteristies he impressed upon
much of the Jiterature of the time. Let us call thic the Agr of
Johnson.

The first genoration of the present century saw a galsxy of
poetical writers ariso and flourish.  They were influenced to some
estent by the new romantic school of Germauy, which nimed to
ovorthrow the artificial and pedantic style, which effort was of
Yeneficial influence. We shall call this the Age of Poctical Romance.

The year 1630 saw the downfall of Charles X. in Irauce, and
the death of the last of the Georgesin England, aud, during the
years that have passed since, the advance of the world in frecdom
and material (Pros)iéi-ity has been greater than in any former period
of the same duration.  This material progress has given tove to
literature. We cannot now continue the discussion, aud must he
satisfied with the general remark that no department. of lotters has
progressed so rapidly as that of Prosc Itomance, to which the
arigtnal im{ctus was given by Sir Walter Scott in his ever famous
Waverly Novels.

Lot us now look over onr nlcoves, and see how we bave svste-
matized the books on our shelves. The divisions are few and

=imple .

Igrst, there ave two grand periods of Diamaturity and Maturity,
corresponding with the stages of growth in tho realm of Nature,
which are marked by the year of Queen FEhzabeth's neeession in
3558.

In the first of these wo founa four stages of wrowth.

1. Original English, previous to 1150,

. Broken English, 1150—1250.
1. Dcad English, 1250—1350.

IV. Reviving English, 1359—13558.

In tho sccond grand division we alsu marked foms <tages of
growth, named from the fnuences by which they were cauced.

Y. The Italian Influcnce. 1555—1649.

II. The Puritan nfluence, 1649—~1660.
1II.  The French s iffuence, 1660—1700,

V. The People's Influence, 1700—1570.
The last of these sub-divisions ¢ found convenient to consider
under its four aspects. .

1. The Ageof Polc, 1700—1745.
L. e Age of Johnson, 1745—1800.

Ul The Age of Poctical Romance, 1806—153v.

IV. The Age of Prose Romance, 1S30—1S70.

These divisions aro natural, and being in groups of four, casil
remembered.  Let us take them u onognftcrg anort\ﬁor and oxnmini
them more minutely. The schedule we have delineated shall cou-
stituto the prenotion which Lord Bacon recommends cvery one to

Y

establish at tho outset of an investigation. ** Withont such an

n ¢ ¢ |antcccdcnb geueml approhension,” says Dr. Shedd in his Philoso-
tan Influencs  This period cxtends from 1649 to 1660, but the,

phy of History, ** tho mind is at a loss whero to begin, and which
way to proceed. Tho true idea of any object, is o species of pre-
paratory knowledge which throws lig‘l,lt ovor the WIIOK)C field of in-
quiry, nud introduces an orderly method into the whole courso ot
examination. It is tho cluo which leads through the labyrinth;
the key to the problem to be solved.”

Iot us keep our koy in mind, and tho labyrinth of literataro will
o plain and easily comprehended.

Artrva G s,

TEACIING.
’l‘IlE criticisin 15 frequently made m regard to our puble
schools, that there is but little teacluog done m them.  The
school machinery is brought to a wonderful state of perfection,
nud run under a high preasure ; but the production 13 simply so
much text-book. A lugh class-average on a text-hook examina.
tion is the end and aim of all school work.

That this ctiticism applied sweepingly to our schools 18 unjust
wo well know; yet there is some foumdation for it .All acquain.
ted with the gencral working of our school systcur know that
much which passes for teaching is not teaching, and none know
it better than teachers themselves. and none deplore it more
thas do many of them.

They who thus criticize arc apt to charge this narrowness of
purpose and lowness of aim upon the teachers. But it must be
remembered that but few public school teachers are free to ar-
range the course of study for their schools, ur freo even to muke
the assigned course subserve whal may scem to thom the hest
interests of their scholars. They are parts of a system, and
must do the preseribed work. Lvery city and large town must
haveits p{mmid of schools, its sides sloping up from tne prima-
vy through the grammar to its apox, the ligh. In cities large
enough to admit of sich regular gradation, this pyramid must
be built up in steps; so many riseto the primary, so many to
the intermediate and grammar, ete. Each stop is built of so
much reading, spolling, arithmetic; so much pcnnmnnshir,
grammar, geography, cté.  Now, each must run evenly
all round the pyramid; so the workmen assigned are so busy
gettipg in the full amount of materjal in the given time, that
they cannot pay much regard to the whole structure, or cousi-
sider whether the material will hold well together. They do
what is agsigned them; and when the measure bas been applied
and the right elevation proved, they have performed their part,
and are commended as good workmen.

Many as arc the advantages of a finely-graded system of
schools, there arce some disadvantages. In developing a child
into true manhood or womanhood, the division of labor cannot
e wisely made 5o minute as in manufacturing a pin.  However
great the number of teachers, each should have the ultimate re-
sult in view, and superintendents and examiners who have au-
thority to direct the work and pronounce upon_its character,
should be vigilént in detectin alll sham work, and couscientious
in approving only the truc; else much evil as well as much good
may como from our graded systems. : .

What is teaching? ILet us illustrate. “Fake pemmanship.
Some years ago there appearcid in Boston, one A. R. Dunton.
He was a masterly pennan, and understood the whole matter of
peumanship, root und branch. 1le had a system of writing he
wished to introduce into the schools. o called the teachers to-
gether aud explained it to them; gave them a series of. lessons
to show them how to teach it: went into the schools and showed
how to teach it to the scholars ; and 1lic consequence was arc
markable change in the condition of this branch of study in tht
Boston schools. Before, writing was practised in all the schools
a stated length of time and a certain number of books used wp.
‘The copy was placed before the stholar, and he was told to work
slowly and try to imitate that copy. Some having a natural
gift in that dircction succeeded pretty well, hnt most would
write a very bad line under the copy and spend the writing hour
in initating that. Tn only a few schools was there 'a different
state of things. It is evident thatfthough therc was much that
was called writing practiced, there was very little teaching.

But mark the Jnangc. ‘The teachers had found out there was
an art of penmauship, its principles had beeu explained to them,
they understoed it, they wero carnest and enthusiastic in regard
toit. They uo longer spent the writing hour -adding credits or
writing letters to their friends: but were at the black-board
showing what was to-be done, and how it was to be done, anti-
cipating difficulties and showing how to overcome themj swere
goin¥ from scholar to scholar giving such individual instruction
and help as was needed: This wasteaching, truc teaching. The
result was marvellous, The téachers taught writing, aud even
ha rpost unskilful scholara learned to write. S

Again, Some months ago, a echolar in the second class ofone
of our city gramm‘;i SChOO]B was _tronblcd and ulmost‘ SICk, bhe.
causo she had so many pages oF history to learn  She had been
absent ori accor 1t of sickness, and was S2awixed to make up her

lost lessons. The great diffioulty way that she misé xeci all



