
man's hatred wvas of a chiaracter, content records of the chronicles ; and they wvere
to move at a tardy 1)ace, provided success read before the king. And it was found
should ultimately attend his efforts, hence written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthan
hè spent one twelve-month (ch. iii. 7.) in and Teresh, two of the king's chamber-
casting lots, with a view to secure a pro- lains, the keepers of the door, who sought
pitious day ; at the expiration of that to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. And
period, like Satan at the ear of Eve, hetekn ailhi oou n int
broached his counsels to the king; with bath been donc to M'ordecai for this ?
such apparent success did he cajole themon- l'lien said the king's servants who minis-
arch that the ten thousand talents with which tcred to him, 'There is nothing donc for
lie wvas willing to reward the executioners, jhlm.' The preacher proceeded to en-
werereturned to him,and "tliepeopýle (given> large on that prerogative of the Almighty
also, to do ivth/ tlîem as il seemnetz good bwhich ail history illustrates, of causing
iliee (v. i i.) ;these Israelitish sheep (ap- "the wrath of man t'o praise Hlm,"' and
parently without a shepherd) were scatter- commented on the vast issues which
ed over- provinces so numerous and vast, wvere involved in the p,ýeservation
that another twelve months miust clapse of the chosen people, the progenitors of
before the purposed slaughter could be the Messiah. The second division of this
executed; "'the king's scribes vere callcd, discourse rclatcd to the fact that God
oit the iirt-eeizth day, o/ the firsi mon/k"' at ý,habitually overthrows transgrcssors in the
the bidding of 1-arnan, and the lettersi ruin of their own schemes; 0of this, from,
were sent by posts into ail the kingc's the building of Babel onwa.,rds, sacred and
provinces, to destroy, to kili, and to cause secul'tr history are alike redundant. Su-
to perish, aIl jews, both young and old, 1,preme amiong the illustraticrns of this
littie children and wonien. in one day, on 1verity stands that transcendent act by
Mle tiuiteen/lu of thje t7velft/u mont!, which death, an-d hie who had the power
etc." The narrative-comment on the of it, were vanquished by Hlm. who volun-
transaction is-- "'Ple king and Hamian itarily tasted it, (Heb. ii, 14). A third
sat down to irink ; but the city Shushan consideration in connection îvithi this sub-
bcw'ailed it," (v. 15). \Vhat more, froni ject is the intcrcsting fact that the AI-
1-arnan's p)oint of view, could be desired ? mighty characteristically accomplishes his
for lic knew not that 'He who keepeth pu,:poses by trivial means; the sleeplessncss
Israel neither s1unibers nor sleeps," lic jOf the king, and the reading of the chroni-
could flot have imiagined that the labor lie cles of the Persian kingdoin in the pres-
bestowed iii selecting the most favorable cnt instance; the flics, frogs, lice, and
day on which to perpetrata his contem- locusts of Egypt, the stone of David's
plated massacre, was itself a nieans in the sling, the dream of Joseph, and the find-
hiands of an invisible ruler, of frustrating ing of Moses, alI serve as illustrations of
.tie*project. \Nfr. Hogg bri-fly comment- this principle; in modern days the acci-
cd on the hackneved objection to the dental firing' of a nîuskct acted as the
book of Esther, that the naine of God miatch to the powder of the French revo-
does not occur in it, and observed that lution, and of the first shot fired by Great
the book is replete with evidence of the 1 Britain at the forts of .Alexandria, it will be
providential action of the Almighty ; in 1 difficuit at the present moment to fortel
illustration of this, lic inquired, what Ithe rusult. From these and simnilar illustra-
or rather 'vho it was that brought about tions of the Alinighty's mode of accoiui-
the circuinistances recorded in the %vords, plishingr great ends, the reverend gentlè-
"On tiîat iight could flot the king sieci>, man argued that He can, in bis oiwn tinie,
and lie commiiatidcd to bring thie book of reverse the moral order of flic world b le


