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1 observed iii a nuinber of specinrens 1 succeeded ln raising ftom the

ovurn, rame carried through to maturity, others living oniy through a fév

instars. 'l'ie life-cyeie cati tlierefore bie compieted ln tram 25 t0 35

da> s. Tlhis would give fromt three t0 five broods in the course of the

sunrmer, which nst be the case, as young and old adults and nymphs la

several stages cati be fuuiid together at aimost aîry time durin2ý the warm

weather. 'l'lie nynrphs in a general way resembie the aduits, except that

they are a Iiglit green, save where thre stomnaclh contents show through the

transparent integument. They have a way of carryiag the abdomen

turned up soniewhat as do certain Staphylinds among the Caleoptera.

When ftcsh after reachiag maturity, they are covered with a grsyish

pruinosity. TIhis frail little bug is iong-iived ton. Under favourabie

* circumitatlces they live aI least a yeat. The iadividuais 1 observed were

of lait year's broods and they survived in my aquaria until late in August,

when they died cf aid age, the iast one being s maie, which gave up the

ghost an the last day of the nronth.

Mr. Martin ta the cantrary notwithstanding, 1 have fooind no difficuiîy

in breedirrg 11vdroinetra Martni inl my aquaria. I kept the mated aduits

la a large arquariunm and by 1 reservittg the latter surface of the glass above

tire water dlean and 1tolihed. they were 1rrevented fromt getting a foothoid

to aid themn it climbiitg out and escaping. Their ava were depasited on

tire sides cf tire aqurariuim, and tire young emerged witirout any mishap.

j For tîreir conriaort, a few irieces cf duckweed afforded them a restiag place,

although they seemied ta prefer t0 dling ta tire sides of te aquarium or ta,

clinrb tilt a little way tram the surface aftie water, liolding on ta the

raughness caused by ile coatiurg or sediment Ieft an tire glasis by the

water as it evaparated aird becanie laver la tire vessel, ar where it had

splashed inin roving tire aquariumî about. They are sufficieatiy hardy ta

have srrrvived tva trips of a couple cf hours each, confined la à caiiecting

bottle tightly closed. For food, dies were tire staple, with an occasianai

masqirita ar otîrer soft-bodied itrsect iry way of change. 1 think that with

ordiaary care a very conrîlete life-history couid be warl:ed out la an

ar1uariunr. Thre only sîrecies of Hydranetnra recarded frons the Uaited

States is Ilydromdera Martini, Kirk. Clore coiiectiitg may eventuaiiy

shrow others, esjreciaily alorrg our soutirn barder, la Tea, Arizona, etc.

in fac,, Say la his original description ofHydrometra iuata notes a forcî

that lire calîs "var. nsustraiis,' front Lauisiana. It has been my god

fortune ta receive from Georgia, near the Flarida lac, one specimen

dà-,


