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aroat genius. Thoe have been wrilers evon wiie %voniti net permit
%im te have the one or theotaher-Prittestants, Catholios, and Ra-

tionniistiq, have seuitla lus.works ail ilînt , %as roqutreti for making
him belong te their respective camps ; tti, thus, ut ihe samie lime,
bin"ing I? him the greatest bornage wlîîceh it is possible ta rentier
te hi geius. Ti'isestrunt,,e spectacle is itewhcere mure strikitig
than iii France, at tho moment Mien 1 address yuu. Wltile the
Protestanit Guizot lias publishedtitai excellent, tranîslationî oi his
wvorks, precodoti by ant essav ai Icariiei as un' which lias beeti
ivriuien upett him in Engli'sh ; whiteo Victor Hittce liait liméeli
%vritlait the commentar; es w.hicli accompany the trànsiatien i bis

eeat t thi,. moment is puttîng furtli a volume in boattur ui the

",niin" bard, flie omiiient anti profaunti autîtor of l'Art Chrétien,
M. Rio, is publislting a wark in wliich, lie dlaims for Cathalicism
botit lii per8on ani lais %vritiî:gs. I bias afiofi beeîî askcti-wlat
tvs the secret of titis universality ? I n iiiclinet te look for it,
vieither iii tho local colour of lis severai pîcces, li îvbieh indecti it
oltea happonis that tiierù is 6ametidtng for adverse criitcusm ; nuc in
the profeuriti plîilosopiîy of lus thaugltts ; star in the grand varicty
of the situations, wvhtclî ho lias se nTuîy strun- one uipet the ù lier;
nor in the coumpîcte union ar tiu stage af alTph.-se8 cf fle, cf ail
classes of saciety ; lier eveut in hie learneti study ai the uanermiost
folis of the human cunscience. 1 sec il cbîefly la thai genius wbîch

vrrk, vti ne allier lave thati that of art ; il% the Poet wbo sincs
jike a birti almost wvitliaut cessationi, becatîse lie cannot de ciller-
Nvise ; ini the etithusiiatic observer af buntanity whît litmscif pente-
trates int everytliug îvliih bie %visites Io paint ; iii the peifect
good i frith et the narrator whli believes ail that ho tiarrates ;ii litle
absoluie absorption ai fie mani in the arlist ; ai Ilte îvorkman iii
bis wverk. Anti let it bo renuarked, that net Ille îvrutings of Shak-
epeare alonte, but Ille ignorance inii tich ire are on 'a crovd af
subjkcts _îvlicih colt ce ri film agate support thîs opinioa. He diti
not stop ie te millet ai lits %vcrk Io analyses limseif aitt tirar lits
aen pettaît fer posierity. He neyer tieuglit that ho cotuti sep
tapon lus haureis. H1e aiways pursueil ilie idoal of a new chef-
d'Seuvre iookiîîg througit nature aiid htiimaniîy. Lastiy, ive mnay
welh suppose that lie has nover bati a complote appreciaîion of bis
airan superiority. Sucli, aise may have beoit Iaciîîe, Carniei,
Muolièrei anti Lafontaine. They have net been dernigotis ti thear
fle limnes, anti i s tîtat whiuch has maintainet iun an the p edostai
where p.Jsterity bas placeti tlaem. Lîke hîm tlîey have fouitt in
the naturalnes cf their hiteiary aîîd artiîtic faîîlî, the great secret
oh art anti natutre ; like him tiîcy have gaven ail titeir seuls te that
jeataus musewthich ivili have ne tiistracted wvorsbîppers ; ne tîmiti
star iriteresteti levers. But Sitakspeare, igniorant of te rides of

symmu±try %viuich for a long laine tyranîîîzed cver the World oi
letters anti iromn îvicia bis example anti that (J bis imitators have
iaethaps Only lt) complctely emaîîcîpated us, Shakspeare whc ball
at the same lime the intuitionî of te great prînciplos of art on
îvhieh ait ruies trnsi but more car iutss bati, bati by ihat very fauet
an immeanse ativantage aver ail the pouls of tue age cf Louis XIV.
Neting ivas interdict1ei te bita by the usages of Paraiassus ; but in
deiauit oi tiuis hegisiation be bai genius fcr lits guide iii tbe choice
afiuans andt resources. It is rat cxactiy because lie noglecteil
theso rules ; but because ho kneîv boi te divine thoîr abject, anti
achieve it iatheut ioiiowitig thom, that lie triumjîhet ian a fieldi,
wliere se many siuîce have (flne noihîing but ccrrupt Ibis public
taste. Hue; aiv country, seduteti by hîs success, couid not long
romain submisbivc te bis exampies. The Sbakspeare ai Dryden
anti Davenant rosemble Ilte truc Siaks peare lie more than the
adaptations af Dticiq, aand less than Ihat cf Alfiet (lo Vigny. Titore,
as ini France, they set te tiress hint whicm Voliaire caileti a barbarian.
Il was anly at a later dlay that peuple founidcouirage to turn Ie the
oitl text, andi te(I thiat iiere wee rert certain social transiorin-
ations wviich bave stamped a rcmakale vagor on ail ilie lateratures
oi Europe.

What ivas once caliedti he descriptive, thoen titi romantie style,
anti %liat is to-day calledth ie roatistîc, are rsc rnany prote.,tations-
somns exaggeratecl, somo legfitimate, zagainst the wveariness vibicb,
according to Voltaire, ivas bcrn cf uniformîty. They are se
maiy- manifestations of that literary seiectacîsm cf wbuch Shak-
speare madie a play rallier than a prîncaphe, a nature rather Ibmn a
system. The cause cf theso reactions, se natural ta Etigiish curi-
osity anti French vivacit yis te ho founti completo ii Ille verse cf
clément, the enemy ai Veh1tairo

Il Qui nous délivrera dca Grecs et des Rbomans ?l

But does it folloiw that they are ho carry with thern ail principies,
justîiy ail extravaganceq, andi smniz art anti ideai an ail flint is moSt
ignoble ini realistrn? If Shakspeare liveti, ho wvould be the flrst te
repudiate anti oppose the perversion cf our moral sense, tho cor-

ruof that glorious trinity, of the true, the fine andi the good,
Zhsontfeory wais lonîg after him onuanciateti by Cousin. The ma-
jestyof the gond, undi the splendour of Ille truc, hut cadi ollier by
Ilîl an in liîs productiions. The moral tlie is alwrays nt tho base
of bis thouglit, anti' burst forth froin Ille nidist of tho pinys îvhere
ovii triumphis by a reprobation as vivacioui, as il is unexpecled.
C!autut, wvho %ishes Io pray, but cannot, Ciaudius expresses inl
twvo wvorts the question et'rpentanco anti pardon :

IMay one be pardaoed and retain tho ofl'once'

Tion the great culprit exciaims:

U 1f words tly up; my tboughts remain below;
~Vrds witbout thotîglît never to Iloaven go-"

That is the rnoFt terrible remorso preying on the mid of the
crimina), that remorse wvhich exhibits te hlm, spectres lotis fright-
lui ilian hitnseif. Slîyiock is theo nly one af his cuiprits who feela
no remorse, anti ho is pniisîiieti by Ille Icars which lie sheti like a
crocodile for ihe cvii lie cannot do. Thua y ou have gooti reason te
cali tiis poet Ille poct of the worlti, andi of ail lime, andi te place
uutder lus proiection the more uiiiînaie union of the différent so(,-
tiens of the Canadian famiiy, %whiclî you are desirous o! establish-

in" ; and for your success in whici 1 aller up my %visite, hiI
alte wvith enthusiasmn the memory of the mati, wvhose name anti

image, and sutal more, wlîose nîînd andi %vords, fill this hall to-day.

HON. Mn. McGEE'S ADDBESS.

Mn. CîlAiRMAit, LADiEs AND GENTLFUE?,-WilIii ail the world
bas givon up titis day ta the memnory of the greatest genius titat
ever uiseil Our Speech as his vellucle of thouglit, it wouiti be strange
indeeti if this ctty were silent. 0ur ceiebraiion may net be ail we
hopeti, or ail ive propese([ te make it, but at least ive can say that
portion of Slîakspenre's dominions situated int Britishi Northi Amer-
icay, viii net find Montreal left ouit cf the nîap. (Cheers) You have
pressoti into this grateful public service baith the iangtiages of
Canatia-ihe elegant iangiîage of %ichl my frienti uear me f[Honl.
Mr. Chauveau) la an acknoîvietgeti master, aîtd tîte language
wYhich Shakspeare hîmself taseti-theo niy languageocf îvhich,
prabably, hoe %vas a master- if %%e except the language of universal.
Nature, 'vihose beloveti and laithfui intorpreter hoé was. f Cheors.]
Youi have summaoneti me ta bear mny part ta thas festtval, anti 1
corne as a debtor te acknnvledgoe bis accounts to his creditor-as a
pupil te rentier tribute te his master-as a puer: relation, te cote-
brate the birîhiday of the heati of the bouse-as a goond citizen, te
coiife.ss his intiobtedness te a great public benefactor-as an heir-
at-Iuwv, or in language, te repay, iii over se irnperfect a manner,
bis obligations te the wveaithy testater, wvhe bas left hum riches ho
coutl nover ht>pe t0 acquiro by any labor or exortions of bis ovvn.
<Cheers.) Of bts family, very conflicttng accoOflis are -niven. Hlis
mother, Mary Arden, %vas cf the gentry cf Warwickshire ; his
falher, John Shakspeare, is spokon of, iii carly fle, as a butcher
anti giover; iii later life, as an Aidermar cf Sîratforci, yeoman andi
gentreman,-%vhicii ioulul semr te imp iy a stîccossfui stru"c'iing
up\vards in the social scale. Tho coieb raied Shakspearo coat-oft.
tirais, obtaineti by file ambition of the son, for the gralification af
the falher, shows that thore was in &bis bieuse, wvhetlîer deriveti
frain Mary Ardon, or croateti by lier con's genius-wbhicl created
se many oiller marvels-a determineti dosire Ia arsert anti estabiish
tlie raill ofa gentleman. Shakspeare, who flung his oivn immor-
tai %vorks upon the %vorld, wvithont guidle or g2adian Io his fameo;
Shakspeare, wvho couiti be content %vith a mî sprinted fla m.et, and
an iuterpolated GItello, wvas yet se anxiaus about a coat-of-arms,
anti a parchment pedigree! Mtust ive blame flîm for tItis? 1 hopte
net. Trio fin2st thing the Etigiish language has ever givon expres-
sian ta-finor far than Rain (et, or cf any ether cf aur Poet's crea-
tiens-is the grand word Genittman ; ant i i s flot te be at ail
wvontiered al, as it secîis te rie, that, troni Shakspeare Io Scott,
every mai of cenius, bora wvithiti the sphere ai our speech, bas
been tltrough file ambitious ai this glortous desîgnat ion. (Cheers.]
Shakspeare himself. educateti, su ar as lio was educateti, at the
Siratiorti Grammar Schooi, marriei rit 18 a mature maidon cf 26-
for beys utualiy fait in love ivilh, mature maidenF, anti mature
niaitien.q, in return, fail in love wvith more boys. [Laughter.] WVe
do nat finti, fortunately,"r 'lie &keleten in the cleset,» cf tlais mar-
rieti pair. i tr e t love-Anne Hathatay-seems te have
remant bis "4all thae wor!d" te1 the very hast; anti every fact ai
his scanty biography goes te r'aow that in the turmoil af London
illerary flie, in the fuit blaze af Elizabeth's court, in the congeniai
society af Ben Johnson anti Drayton, anti Burbage, the acter, hie
heart always yearneti for tho quiet fildUs anti ivalks ai Siratford,


