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WU4st Uberoan«et fTritlacrms?
In this couîntry fice average tintec spent by teacimurs inî iacir

cuiployiient in vcry shiort. In ofluer 1,rofems'ions uim ftinte in
usualiy the ontiro period cf lire bofween early njanhmood anid oid
âge. If in scidonai that a physticiun, lawyer or taîboistecr, aiba,îdons
bis proesiots tilt dezîfh or oHt .igo iterveue. Tlais fa~ct la
observable in mnt humeari cmployiicnui. A mraia becoaicse, a
uuechanio or a friadusîinan, with flre cîpectationD tseading, Ille
greatetr part of lais life in is chosea oceacia1. - teateluing,
however, the case is strikingly different. A v'ery large proîbur-
tien cf thoge who are noin la the scbools or our Sî;itc wil, within
a short tite, bu fonsnd in othl.r cniploynicnf . ('îu parat ivivly
few, even et'tlio*e who are knn nis pr-i'e,soia tenchersi, spenîd
more tlîan fiflcen ye-irm in ilc seîrooni. It ts pertîient to
inqaîire, thii. lilst '~cYliii if !.car

11. viso ozaiiis the annu*al report cf (lie State Superittcd-
ent will probably le arn thait at lena seven tlîeusarîd out ot' ninle
thousand teachers i laicbiga are womea. Tt in nos difficult te
fortu a probable conjecture as ta what wili seon beconue cf a large

prportion cf thue*e. If otizible, as lnost, nt' thetin are likely te
to hey *will uaîrry befOre tlîy liave fatuplat ia yeaar on tire aiver-

âge. Wu are flow spakimg oif thase wi( met out with a dehiberate
purpoe te becomou teacliers. It i:§ rie eiuapy coamplimnent te sny
of 4uch th:it they very readily find gnod hiîsbinds. T)id net il
certain Goveraior once take a ooloriy ofNew Eîigland scheolnaa'auîaai
te the West ? Ai aloag their linos uof travel, ve may find
the protégées of Geovernor Stade, once teachierçt, now loved and lie~
nored bousewive. 0f niný!ry per cent uf lady f emelers it may
bo said witb truthiful brcvitv, thry. siviry. Now, we msy :ak,
IlWhat beconies of the men -?~" Ilas amy one f.iiled tu observe
how large a proportion cf profcssioutal mien have beem touchers ?
Probably one-haîf of ail tire amea ho are teaohin - in 31ichàigan

,"-ay design te enter the profession f law, nadicine, or theo-
lm!y Teaching accordts with the tastes of mach, affords some Iei-
surefor atudy, and, withal, is %i ready way cf raising funâs fer an
ulterior ebject. 0f the ether one-balf a ceniparatively large
nuanher will teich for enly a fuir terme, and will thon settle down
ta nome mannal emplejaicrit. Only a ouraith por cent of the whole
nuimber design ta teaeh permassen ly ; and oven a large propor-
tion cf these arir fou-ced by oe circutnistance or another te en-
gage in moule other vocation. Practically, tlierefore, teaehing is
net a profession ; it can seareýy be called an emphoyment. It ini
merely ansavocatioa-a halting place on the read te soine ceed
destination.

The noît query la, Wity ii thii ro ? To a great degree thîs
state of things invobves its own entinuance. i>aradoxieal aq it
may serein, teaching ie net a prefessinn, because men de net de-
vote their livei anid talent te it; sud mien do net titbs because
teaehing is net a profession. The two motives wbich induce
men te, enter a profession are phîilnthropy, anid mnoney. The
motive is semetinies a mixed crie: but as matters now stand, if
vould aceun thzît theëe ire elementar are invemrly proportional,
thc field nfferino the bet fiseihiaies for une being barren cf op-
portanitiesl for the other. No one thinka of beceining a lawyer,
for the gooi. àd nay do Lunî.kind, and tho clergyman ile expects
te reccivo more thtan a oinpet oe is viaionary ta ' Îe hast degvee.
What ia the nature cf the teacer's motive ? Sa far as those:
are oenoerned vise lock directhy towards another ealling, an
answer ia saely required. They seldena look beyond the saiary
wuich aboi enb= theun te reach a desired position. But there
are ethers who teach frein choice , and are net looking towards
an ulterior object. These are they wie constitute the professrion
cf t.eachiag, if, indeed, thero be snucî a profession. It is with
reference ta thee thsat we ask why they de riot continue te teach.
If me mistake not, there are tue cansos which have a dimet sud
constant teudency to indue teachera te abandon their profès-

We do tnt live su pit riarclial times, whcn mien led a nomadic
life, to-day pitohing thcir tente beaide Peiîne wateiYcourse, end to-
îîîorrow Journeying towarils mnothler camping ground. Men have
cescd to be mojournerm, andl cagerly fix sipon Peine spot where
tlî.y mrny haveo a lin,îe. as sa'ored qlu.t, a,-tud wîich tlhc baud ot
affection gaflîcre wltatever nît uiiiter tui the vante and tii.
lnîîgings; of the hjurlasu. Zhbn 1 le Trîjaan wooeen left their
burning city, flîey enîbracel tire door.jvatst of their husses an a
tant token tif their vcnerastioîî tir boulet, iiaîde macred Iby ilternate
triuiiipl aud dima?,ter-by sptcia! ju'yo and tlire presciace of the
,ea.eite. Tbcrc in a protutiîd anàl citniroilisg sentisient in the
humais heart, wlîich cuuete us to long for tixed habitations where
wc uy continue te Cfljoy thl ic octy of tiiee arc lovc-whers
we may rcst tînder thfli slîa ut' tire trocs wc hâve plaîîted, and
wlîero at tant wc în:î re.-t trot,, our lbar.Tlïm< love of h me
is the uîîivcrsal inispiration of tiie,%orid's toilers. Wu rire content
tni labor and tu suifer il' osuy wI. niay je soiitlied and refrershed
bv tir.- sacred cotà>iohatitbii: <of nur litiii-.s. livre ii worries or'
liter do not i,îtrude. hure vi.ýiuut, tongues aie ailemat, livre migre-
preslentat ion does miet st-ek her victini. Whîat ads'antagcs for
the gratification of this sentiment ducs tlire tc:lîcr'si lite aiford ?
lu a ouajorifv ofecases, muets a boule an lus tasten require le an
iulpotssibiify. A h(U'sc aîîd grotunde, books anîd piefurea, pre-
suppose iti adccjuate iticoilie, >uch, as muot one teaucher in flfty
receives. Thirs ià not flie place to inquire why thbs isi éo; but
it is sufficient for tire premelit purpo@te tii ý,tIc site fuct which i.
patent tc ail. It in nul truc that fencliers are chicfly, or even
largcly, iîîfluened by tlre mucre qjuestioni of aaîhary ; aud yet inî
thes days oif ilui [icei if i4 n-cessary to look very carefully
te olie's rcî.uurccs. One of the lauses which draw teachers in-
te business or toto flic praietce ofotlwr profémsioL ià the cor-
tainty of a sucre liberal comîpenîsation. Tite education, induistry,
anid tact neccsary In tiuccesqfully adiininibttr tire affaira ofa
public sciauci wuuld, if devoted tui other pursuif s, yicld a generous
jlicorne.

But even grantnitat a teaelier ay bc al,-ic to have a home
as the resuit of bis labors, what in the influence of the cerfainty
that ho cari it enjny it but for a brief period ? The poÀ,tion of
the teacher in this respect in anomaleus. To cvery active ci-
tizen of this world there is a constant liabilify te run countter te
the feelings, wishem, or intereste of those 'with 'ahom hi ha& te
do. Meri's senîtimnts witb respect to duty and propriety are
infinitely varied ; and each cne iii subject te eriticisnas as irar:ed
as the phaizes of humais character. In the voyage of life, there
is net nierely a maingle Scylla and Cbarybdipa b ut every inch o"
progress is made hazardous by confronting dangerp. Our Hiabut-
ity ta incur censure is increased by the multiplied relations in
which wc stand te otisera. Law preupposes relations, anid the soli.
tary divelcr in a wilderness in alorie frec ta do as he chooses, envie
oniy with respect te bis Creator. A single compantien would at
once place hini within the reignocfhIuman law, and as the coin-

îunsity sbouhd suecessively add te ifs meniberE inidividual relations
and restponsibilities wouhd be eorrespondbngl 'y muhîiphied. Tiis
sarie prineiple obtains in sehools. Thc nuniber of pupihs deter-
mines the relations whieh ti.ey euastisin to each other anid te their
teacher. Thronghi each papal, the teaieher is broughî iuto "el.
tiens with a famuly, and Ilreugh successive familles wiîh a uhole
community. NVhat is the nature of theffe relations ? Il ila orne
of insitruction and aise of discipline. What is te b. taugbt,
when taught. and how tauglit. aire cach queittions; which admit
of widely different views. And then, ose te discipline, it is hard
ta conceive of a matter involving such delicate amd 'weighty 's.
sues. lu every comnmuuity. there ane thoire vise objeet to ev.r
apecies cf puoishanent ; others sanction corporal punishment,
but do not agree as te the occasion, mode, or degree. lu &Il thum
respects the teadLer must net with soir- Ir uniformaity. Ail mut
be taught upon the sme gener--i plan, and for the marnme offerneis
orne caunot be whipped and the other dismisaoid with a pioua ad.
mouition ta do se no more. Upon these accousnts, as weil au
upon others which wii mruflest themmelves, tbe teacher "tade in


