
Wondeiful Success in Study.

be more .îîeh men, if education iri our
comnion sebuols wvere, as it Wveil miglit
he, of a highier order; andi if com mon
scliool I ibrariee, welI fu rn ihd, were
introduced into every district, as I
trust, ii (lue tiniie, they wif11 be. It ifs
surprising, sir, ltowv nch may b e
effeted, everi under the niost un-
favourable eircumistances for the iim-
provernent of the inid, by a person
reqoloitely bent on the acquis;ition of'
knowledge. A 1etter lias Iately been
put into my bands, bearing date the
Gth Septeinber, su interestmng in it self,
andl so stroigly illinstrative of this
point, that 1 will reati a portion of it;
though it was written, I arn sure,
withuut the least view to pnhlicity.

'Il was the vounigest,' says the
writer, ' of many brethiren, and m-y
parents %vere poor-iny mneans of
education were limited to the advan-
tages of a district sehool, and those
agzain were circurnscribed by my
fathc'r's death, whlmi deprived me, at 1
the age of Ifteen, of those scanty
opportunities wii I hiat previously
enjoyeti. A feW months affer Ilis
decea,:e, I apprenticed rnys.elf to a
blac'ksnith in m)v native village.
Titier 1 carried anl indomitable taste
fur rvadling, wlich I hiat previously
acquired througlh the nieditini of the
society Iibrary; ail the historical
works iii which 1 liad at thatie
peru-ýed. At the expiration of litie,
miore than half mvy apprenticeship, I

sudny cuniciiveti the idea of stdy-
in-- Latin. Tlmronigli the as-:îstaince
of my brother, whuo had Iiniself ob-
tain a colleiîa; e education h)' lmk- o11n
exertions, 1 coniplcted. iiy Vi-ril
during the everiigi of one winter.
After some turne dcvoted to Cicero,
and a fewv other Latin authors, I coin-
menced thme Greek. At thi, time it
was necesszary thiat 1 shiouh( devote
every houir of day-l ght and a part of
the evenling to thle tdities, of rn)y ap-
prcnticeship. Stili I carried my
Greek graminar iii iny bat, and oftezi
fuid a moment when 1 was beaing

sorne large ironi, whien 1 could place
my boo0k open befure mie against the
clîimney of' mlv forge, anti gu thiroughi
Iwitli tap/o, tilpleis. tupicî, unpercemv-
cd by nmy fehllov-appri)mices, and, Lu
mv confii-zion of face, witbi a detri..
mental effeet to the charge in niy tire.
At evening I satdowmîi unassisteti andi
alone to the Iliati of liomer, twentv
lbooks of whieh olei iyiy prog-reýSs
in that language (]uriin: the evenings
f Uanother w~inter. 1 niext turnedto,
the modemn languagcs, anti was muchi
,'ratitied to h'arn that niy kniowledgie
of the Latin fti-hed nie with, a key
to the literature of mlost of the

laPae fEurope. ane

imnpuI.e to the desire ofaqanib
myself wvitl the pIiilu-zopliy, deriva-
tion, andi affinity oU the tdiffreot Luro-
pean tongues. 1 conît iifot be recon-
ciled to liniit. miysellf in tliese investi-
gations to a few hiours after the
arduous labours of the day. 1 there-
flore laid down rny hiammner anti went
to New H-aven, wvlivre I recited to
native teacmers in French, Spanis,
Germian, and Italiati. I returmieti at
the expiration of two years Io the
force, bringing wvith mc sncbl books
if thse lamnguages as 1 couldc procure.

1 commemîceti the li-ebrew, imhi an)
aiwakened lesire (ifexaniingiii another
field ;and, by assidnous application,
1 wVas enableti in a few wveeks to re-ad
thk- langtiage wilm snicb facility, thmat
1 alloteci it to inyself as a task, tu rvati
tiwo chapters ini the 1-ebrew Bible
before breakfast Pach morning ;t biq,
and an hour at noon being ail Iîme
timie that I coulti devote to amyself
I curing ilie day. After beconîing

:one%%hýit aiiilarwith this lang~uagze,

iniiiatinig miyseif into the fields of
Oriental literature, andi to niy deep
regret andi concern, I fonind ny pro-
gress in this direction liedgcd up by
the want of rcquisitcbooks. I imiue-
diately began to devise meams of


