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THE FREE-TRADE ASSOCTATION—WILAT 1T NAS
EFFECTED.

One of the commonest— we had almost said silliest—questions put

¥o the founders of the Free-Trade Association, was, What do you

ntend to effect?  The parties who could put such a question must,
ve are led to suppose, have had cither great faith in the natural
wisdom of the Colonial species, or very little wisdom of their own.

hey must have given our politicians credit for a sagacity not al-
ways enjoyed by statesmen at home, or expecled from the future
much better things than our experience has enabled us to detect in
the past. What were we to eff2ct? What, rather, had we not to
effect?  Listen to the ordiny conversation of ordinary men—read
the majority of the newspapers—examine the procecdings of Parlia-
ment—Ilisten to the debates,—and then imagine how heavy a task

B we had (o perfor !

Bat we are glad to know that our labours up to the present time

B have not been without cffecty—that we have nat been working use-
B 1cssly.  Both in the Colony, and out of the Coleny, we can discover
f some fruits for the zeal and labonr we have put into this work; not

so much within the Colony, it is trae, as we had a right to evpect,
but still ¢nough to encourage us :—without the Colony, nuch more

k{han would repay a hundred times our labour. The inteiligence
Ebrought by the last mail fiom England assuies us of the pleasing
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fact, that the movement we have commenced has had the cifect, as

ilopcd it would, of strengthening the hands of the Free-Trade
party at home. 1t has done this by fumishing them with a reply to
an argument which has been most commonly used by the advecates

L of Protection, both here and in the Mother Coantry, viz. that the

rosult of Free Trade would be the loss of the Colonies.  To this ar-

 cuinent, an answer has been furnished from the Colouies them-
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selves.  In the Address of the Free-Trade Association, we stated
what we believed to be the true interests of the country, apart from
Protection, and our language has, we are proud to finJ, been referred

E o in England on all receut oceasions when this guestion has been
¢ brought “(P'

Nor do we think that either our interest or our char-
acter as Colonists has suffered in consequence.  Oa the contrary,
we have the best authority for believing that our character stands

g infinitely higher than it wenld have done had a different course
E been pursaed,

In the London Times of the 9th and 1Sth ultimo

f there are two powerfully-written lealers on the question of Fece

Trade as it affects this Colony, in which more credity we fear, is
given to us than we altogether deserve,  In the latter of these ar-
ticles, the writer (who has been alluding to the passing of the Bill to
admit flour under band) speaks of the «intelligence *” and < spirit
of our Provincial Assembly in preparing for the change thatis at
hand. Did the writer but know the truth, how soon would he
recall his words! It is true that a majority of the Assembly did
a%:cc to pass that Bill, bat what have they done since 2 Have they
taken any sieps to relicve the trade of the Proviace ? or are they
likely o take any, til) aboolutely forced to it, as they willbe?
These are quections to which we shiould be sorry to be compelled to
return an answer, for it wonld do little to support the culogy so pre-
maturely prosiounced on our politicians.

It is, however, some satisfaction to know that, practically, the
opinions we have expresséd have had a weight in the Colony,
though they may have failed to aficet the deliberative proceedings
of the Assembly.  We have reason to believe that the attention of
the public was first seriousty called to the Board of Works? proceed-
ings at Lake St. Peter through our instrumentality, and that to our
efforts may be attnibuted the decision of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee who have just now reported.  This alone is a matter of the
fisst importance to the Traae of the country ; and if we achieve no.
thing elwe, we chall not have laboured in vain. Butwe shall achieve
much more  We shall see the principles we now advocate intro-
duced inta this Coleny ; and with thetr introduction we shall see the
fears which a portion of the community now entertain, vanish, It is
tre that much prejudice has to be overcome before that is accom-
plished 2 but we do not despair.  In the long run, nations as well as
individuals find ont their own interests.  The cnly danger (and it is
:Ix fml one, we confess) is, that Canada may make the discovery loo
ute,

NON-RECIPROCAL TRADE NOT INJURIOUS TO OUR
INTERESTS.

In our last number, we endeavoured to show that it is con-
<ivtent with our interest and with sound poliey to buy wherever
we ean do <o cheapest, even thongh we are under the necessity
of making our purchases with gold; and we trust we dud so to the
< tistrction of the gnerality of our readers, convineing them at
the same time that a nation best consults her own Interests by
removing every restriction from her commerce, and persisting in
that conrwe, whether sther conptiies imitate her hteral eaemple
ornot. he proof of the accuracy and svundaess of the views we
then laid dowen, it gives us the highest plessure to adduce the
testimony of ~uch eminent statesmen as Sir Robeit Peel and Lord
John Russell.  The guetations, which follow, are taken from the
speeches which they delivered m the Honse of Conunons on the
4th May, on @oing mnto Commuttee on the new Corn Bill. Minis-
ters were tannted by the Protectionist panty, as Free Traders
are taunted here, that commeree with fureizn ehantries would
in many instances be one-sided, to the positive mymy, if not the
wller ruin, of the free-tmding country,

To these taunts, betraving an amount of economical ignorance
whieh ane could ccarecly tuve expected tu il in @ British House
of Commons, Sir Robest Peel replied in the following words:—

4 The noble Lord (Bentinehy saul that i we gt the com of
France, aud the tmber of Rassia, the great consideration was
what we should get them to take m retwne Why suppose they
took vothine in return what shoald we suiler ivom that 2 (cheers,
and conmter-cheers frun the Protectionists)  Onwhat prmcu&)lcs
Jues the nobde Lord thunk foreizm commercescarmmedon ¢ When
we buv the teeudies of Franee, they are not gven to us—some-
thing is aving m evehange fur them,  We cannot take the silks
of Fruee, the timber of Russia, and the corn of Prussia without
pavny fur them.—there is no mode of mahing purchases but by
caving st equivalent for then Well, bt you say we shajl send
out okl fur them—but, dn yen send o sold 19 those countries
now 2§ have not seen any daaint ton i tie wold of the Bank of
Enaland that could be attabuted 1o that ciuse. 1{ there has been
a decrease i gold, U has beea from oeur mterual concerns.
Brave ot seen that and sreat guanlitn - of 1t lave zone W Prossia,
What will astoiust you <till ore perhaps is, that 1 w.sh it had.
(chicers)  This eonnlry » ould b alde 1o command a sufficient
quanity of wold of it were required in the steady and leaitimate
course of trade.  When a reaular conuncree 1s carried on there
v be 110 drain of zobd, and evenat they tahe nuthing but gold,
we ean procure it by ity our manaeiures for that gold,
and then purchasiig corn and timber wath it. I should not be
alnrmed therefore, if there should be an evport of gold from thig
country. knuwma that we shall obtam that gold by exchanaing
our muatactures for 1. No sueh export can tahe place as will
derange our intemal atfairs, or derange the stabihity of our com-




