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CORN LAW LEAGUE AND FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION.

The various items of intelligence received by the steamer Camiria
have, long ere this paper reaches our subscribers, heen read with
avidity through the length and breadth of this Colony. Perhaps
on uo former oceasion has such a press of interesting matter heen
conveyed at onc period.  The passing of the Coin Bill,~the rejec-
tion of the Irish Coercion Bill,—the dissolution of one Ministry,
and the formation of another,—the total disruption of one of the
most powerful political parties ever formed,—and the memorable
speech, on retiring from office, of him who had veen the founder
and jeader of that party—a speech in which, casting off the tramels
which had bound him, he boldly enunciated these broad principles
of freedom and equality which must hereafter be applied not only
to the comerce Wt the general government of the country.—
These subjects, important as they doubtless are, and destined to fill
an impoilant.page in our countrys annals, it is not within the scope
ot ohject of the present article to discuss.

Rut there is one interesting fact comveyed by this packet, which
must not be passed over in silence : that is the dicsolution of the
Com Law League, consequent on its success in obtaining the object
for which it was oviginally fonnded.  In the history of the various
struggles for freedom with which the annals of onr mother country
abounds, we know of nonc commenced under greater difficulties
and more admirably sustained to the end than that in which the
Com Law League has been recently enzazed and has so signally
triumphed.  The triumph has been of truth over errory of reason
over prejudice, of public principle over private and class interests.

When we look back to the original formation of the League, we
cannot but be astonished 2t the mighty results which it has achieved.
Founded in a provincial town, known only as the principal seat of
the colton manufacture, but not distinguished as havinz ever accu-
picd a prominent position in the political history of England, having
only very recently under the Reform Bill enjoyed the privilese of
retuming its representatives to the Imperial Parliament,—numbering
amongst its members no names distingnished cither in the political
or literary world,~no scions of aristocracy or nobility,—nonc but
plain manufacturers and tiadesmen, men whose ideas were thought

never to have extended hevoad the loom or the spinning jennyv.—
few attached maeh importance to its labours, or dreamed of what
they wonld produce. By degrees, however, the zeul, eneray, and
talent which were exiibited in its support produced their ratural
effects; and that which had in the first indtance been locked upon
with indifference or contemat, e-ame the subject of apprehension
to the giant manopolists, whem its ohject was fo averthinwe.  Need
we go on to point out its successive achicvements,—~how it enlisted
in its support the whale mamfacturing and the principal past of the
commeseial elass, with at lasta sprinkbing even of the agricutural—
liow it influenced the electoral constituencies and <ent its repre-
sentatives to the senate of the empire, whese at fust they were
teceived with haughty inditference or evident dislikie by the leaders
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until, backed by the public voice, they succeeded in converting to
their op'nions the majaiity of that house of which but a few years
before they formed in numbers so insignificant a portion. Iow
great must have been the satisfaction and pride of Riciarn Cos-
pEN, the man who had especially borne the burden and heat of the
day, to receive at last the meed of approbation to which he was
so justly entitled at the hands of that premier who but a few years
since, in the plenitude of his power as minster, in the vain attempt
to crush the representative of the League when just entering on his
career, had actually accused him in that assembly of inciting the
people to assassinate him ! How great must have been the tnumph
of Ricany Cosongy to find the Premier of England pass no mea-
sured culogimmn on that League which but a few months since Lord
Brovuman stigmatized as an unlawful conspiracy !  Nor, we re-
joice to ab-erve, are the people of England unmindful of the debt
of gratitude they more especially owe to their unwearied champion @
that gratitude they are about to mark in a manner more emphatic
than by mere words, and surely never was tribute more justly
cawned.

The triumph of the Corn Law League is certainly calculated to
inspire with hope all other av seiated hudies peacetully engaged in
similar strugzgles foc freedom. In many respects the Free ‘Irade
Association resembies its ceicbrated and suceessfnl prototype. Both
had to contend in the fist inctance with the apathy of the public, !
the indifference, to use the nuliest term, of politicians of every hue,
and the opposition of classes who conceive their private inlerests in
jeopardy. Bath bodies have had their objects mistepresented through
maiice or ignorance, and hoth have relied o1 reason alone as the
antidote for the calumaies with which they lave been assaited.
Both can appeal with confidence to their acts and declarations as
demonst:ative that their views are general in their application, and
not intended for the agnandizement of any individuals or classes
apart fiom that of the community. Every argmment in favonr of
the Corn Law League applies at least with ~qual force to the Free
Trade Association, ‘The latter body has to contend agzainst a fiscal
system impregnated with all the vices of that which (e League in
England has been mainly instiumental in overthrowing,  But we
must not disguise the fact that the difliculties in the way of the
altempts at reformation of our commeicial code are at least equally
great with those which the League evperienced in the mother
country.  Although no such plea can be set up here as a vested
right fo potection, founded on its existence for cges, yet we may
be assured other pretests will not b2 wanting,  To strip the scanty
plumage with: which such arguments may be clothed is a work of
comparative case, hue the problem remains unsolved—how is the
sblic mind to ba so acted on that the sill small voice of reason may
Ln Licard amidst the clamour of interest or prejudice 2 Tlus desi-
rable ahject can oaly be attained through the press: and on its
conductors mainly devolves the duty of enlightening the public on
the great questions connected with the commeree of the country
which will ‘ere long force themselves on the consideration of our
Ieaislature.

We are aware that the memhers of the Fiee-Trade Association,
and moen eepecinily the conduetors of this joumal, have been
censured as taking on promment @ position an the perse erisis
bat ceraindy if ever thers was anoceasiais when itbehoved every
member of the Yody politic W evpress Lis <entiments; it 15 the
preserte Who i tiere that will uve e handibeod 1o deny that
the convnercinl aspect of atinirs s enties! in the extrene 7 We
hive nodosize to disparize the labours of onr fellow-condsictors
of the pres<; but are they uot all too much iwmersed in the
pasty polties of the dav, to poy that urdnided attention to com-
mencnd sobjects which the'rsnporiance at tas junctare ealls sor?
What hac been the conduet of these Who are orndisanly elassed
amenest the leaders of the commercinl world 2 Have they
evineed their fitnees fur the position Which Giey assamed, and
wlich vie would willingly ssmznto thewn 2 What, commercially
sweahine, wore the fm s of the Lade session of the Provineial Le-
aiditire 2 Liaw mnch of their tane and Jabenr was directsd to a
ensideration of the changes i onr comercial svatem which
would becemne necessasy in conseghence of eir altered position




