82

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

lodgmont of gratitude, to accopt tho cunfes-
foston of tho toxt, “by Christ have we ac-
aoss, by fuith, into this gracoe wherein wo
stand.”  Tor in our view of thoe religion of
Clirist thero by aught superivr to that of uth-
org, if thero be aught moro dissuasive to sin,
myre oncouraging to holinesy, aught giving
nobler cuncoptions of duty, warmer love to
Gud, and more varnest desity to grow into
his likouvos, it arisos in the first place from a
fuller and clearcr apprehension of the Uni.
versal Paternity of God, the cardinal tenet
in tho relation of Christ,—~in tho second, from
a mero implicit and unquestioning trust in
the oxceeeding great and precious promises
of Christ,—and, in the third place, from a
truor appreciation of the spirit which por-
vedes tho wholo lifo and histery of Christ.

Until Christ came, the idex of the Divino
Patornity was ono which iad never visited
the minds of mon. Jove, it is true, recvived
tho appellation of Father, but it was merely
a complimentary title, rather exprossivo of his
authority and ago than of any paternal rela-
tion ho was eupposed to bear to mon. They
woro not tho offspring of his creating love,
nor wero they the objects of his parental soli-
citudo and care ; but hopeless orphans, they
groped through this mystery of life, unowned
by Heaven, and bound to cach other by no
holier tio than tho affinitics of mutuul frailty
and dependence, and the prospeet of comn-
mingling ashes in a common grave at last.~
To the Patrinrchs and to Moses indeed, did
God grant transient glimpses of his TFather-
hood, but such visions wero limited to the
Encchs and Jacobs of mankind. Christ re-
veals him broadly and fully as the Universal
Parent, appealsto tho daily and impartial dis-
‘tributions of his Providenco as proofs that he
is not unmindful of the relationship, und em-
powers and encourages, not the good and
pure only, but the guilty and the vile, the
Esaus of the race, with yearning and penitont
hearts to circlo tho great whito throne and lift
to its occupant the cry, “Bless us, even us
also, O our Father 1

But a clear apprehension of this tenet neces-
sitates a clear apprehension of its consecuto

tenet the indissolublo brotherhood of man, |

and this again results in the conviction that
whatover tho temporery discipline to which
he subjects us, 2 common destiny, aliko worthy
of Him, and glorious for us, awaits us all at
thelast. Now tho spirit of this conviction is
tho characteristie and pervading spirit of our
denominationel faith. By feith thenin Christ's
rovelativn of the Father have wo access o
tho grace wherein weo stand.

Nor are wo less indebted to the promises of
Christ than to his display of the Paternal
character of God. So lucid, o definite and
convincing appears to us tho languege of
these promiscs, whether as they drop from the
Jiving lips of Jesus or from the pens of his
inspired apostles, thatit is with some difficul-
ty wo refrain from regarding the man who
doubts or disregards their purport as in a like
predicament with him “who shuts his eyes,
and hooting at tho glorious sun- in heaven,
cries out, Where is it 7" As casy, to our
thinking, would itbe to invalidate the mean-
ing of passages which assume the existenco
of God, or of such as assert the future img
mortality of man, as of thoso which predict
the final return of all 2o holiness and joy.

The samo principles of interpretation,
which, in the two former classes of texts, in-
culcato upon us the being of the Almighty
and our own future existence, constrainus to
educe from the Iatter the tenot which confers
upon us our denominational .name. There
arce other sources, doubtless, to which wo
should heve frequant recourse for the confir-
mation of our faith, but Jet us beware bretiiren,
how we surrender, how we cven undervalue
or nealeet our chief store of strength in the
sure promiscs of the testament of the Savior.
Is thero o tondency among us to eschow re-
sort to these directand positive annuneiations
as hacknoeyed and common-place, and an in-
clination ratherto rest for support of the dis-

tinotivo pmspccté of our systom upon infer
onces drawn from tho goneral tone and sonti-
ment of Chrisuanity?  Such ovidenco is
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but it should rather bo regarded as cumula-
tivo than as positivo proof. To uy, no doubt,
tho wholo tonor and tendenoy of the Now
Tostament rovelation are irresistably sug-
gostive of a final issuv of glory and gladness;
tu others wo suspeet thoy are pregnant with
o vastly diflerent rosult.  And the direction
which, tv vur eyes they appear to take, is de-
cided, and the splendor of bearititudo toward
which they urgo the mareh of tho Divine Gov-
ornment are effused upon them by tho spirit
of hopoand trust which is born of tho prom-
ises of Christ.

Though by no means desirous that our peo-
ploshould becomo distinguished for fanatie
vassalago to any ono idca, evon though it bo
tho loftiest and most cheoring that has over
stirred tho heart of humanity, and though
thero may bo tounting justico in the charge,
that we have boon too literally “instant in
season and out of scason” in our advooacy of!
tho peculiar tenot whose vivifying power first:
struck us into denominational being, yot it is
essential, if wo would porpetuato our indepen-
ent existence, and so securo the suocess of]
the mission confided to us, that the spirit and
sentimont of this leading iden should inspiro
and pormeato all the labours of our clergy
and all tho conduct of our luity. To this ead
wo deem it necessary,~wo speak to yau,
brethren in the ministry,—that though by 10
means habitually, yot frequently, we furnith
to our congregations, in tho ministrations of
the pulpit, tho reasons of tho hope that isn
us. And in doing so, may wo with becomijg
diffidence suggost that while never negligqt
of any of the subsidiary and colleteral oi-
denco which glows so luminously throughdit
the glorious word of Ged, the distinct and y-
qualified assertions of that word, the excogd-
ing great and precious promises of Chrst,
should bo commended with carnest emphsis
to the faith of our hearers, as their mainmo-
hianco i “that state of grace wherom they
stand.”

But though thus anzious that tho distinet
asseverations of the New Testament should
neither be overlooked nor undervalued, wo
are by no meuns insensible to the aid furnish-
ed us by other sources, less direct and posi-
tivo indoed, yet equally seriptural and to many
minds almost cqually conclusive. Let e
Chnistiun Universalist, who s ambitious of
something mnure than the acquisition of tiat
dogmatio tenacity with which it is perfectly
possiblo fur an utterly godless mind to cling
tothe mere furm of 2 faith, let him who would
have the convictivag of his heart add ther
glowing strength tothe assont of lis intellect
brood carnestly upon the life and charnctor
of Jesus. With a devout appreciation of the
spirit of his theme, let him yicld himself to
the influences it cffuses till there be kindled
within him & disposition akin to that ho con-
templates, till Chrin vo formed within him ;
and in addition to tho testimony of his reas-
on, in tho death of his thus renewed nature
will he possoss an assuranco of the rovolting
impossibliity of any final issue to the Divine
government at variance with “the Christin
kin the hopo of glory.™  This will, wo thiak,
wnost surely bo the cffect uponz mind which
worthily epprehiends the sacred theme.

From such an approhension thero springs a
specics of moral evidenee requiring an almost
imposeible amount of proof to controvert tho
assurance it importe, Let it bo insinuated
that in what have been atyled « the timos that
tried men’s souls” Washington wasin trait-
orous collusion with the encmy, and that cer-
tain documentary cvidence could be produced
in attestation of the, charge, and tho universal
heart of the country would ot onco spum tho
pretended testimony as spurious, aud hoot to
silence aud infamy the »landurver of so high
and pure 3 nane. And so thoso who look
forward to tho time~when the Son of God

shall rush down in destructionand doom upon’

nature shrink~ aba-hed from the identifica-

“stooped in meroy over tho cold ashes of
. widow's hope, and restored a werm and living
"won to the cmbraco of his rejoicing parent,
with him, the friend of publicans and sinnors,
- who rebuked even tho convioted harlot with
the voico of pardon, bidding her “go and sin
no more;” to him who has caught the full
meaning of the lifo of the Now Tostament
Christ, it puts forth an impérious demand, it
uttors a sure word of propheoy; that all the
clemonts of the moral wozld shall bo so dovel-
oped and arranged asto chimo in holy har-
mony with itsolf.

From the mangoer of Bothlchem to the
hill of Bothany,—in tho swoet childhood
which has touched all subsequentinfanocy with
spiritual beauty, and which has consecrated
the Christian painter’s art to tho service of a
sinless idolatry, in his thoughtful boyhood ur-
gent on his Father's business, in the soro
temptation, trembling with mortal infirmity,
. yot untainted by mortul sin, amid tho rovelry
of the marringo feast, smiling screncly on
the gaity, in tho vory act of unfolding his
credontials from God, contributing cheerfully
enjoymont to his kind, in the multitudoe of
his miracles, lustrous with the beauty of mer-
«y, in the sublimo compassion with wh..n he
bewails tho doom of tho city, whose streets,
ero another week, he knew were to be reson-
ant with clamors for his blood, in the sorrow-
ful pity lurking in the language in which he
presagos to Judas his treachery and woo, in
the look of patient romonstranco spared to
Poter, amid all tho mockerios and sufforings
of the judgment hall in thissympathy in which
even on tho road to Golgotha, amid the loud
1 gricf of his fomalo followers, ho forgo his
\ own misorios in compassionato anticipation of
i thoirs, in tho sclf-forgetting pathos of that be-

hest by which, amid the torments of tho cross
ho at onco secured sympathy and proteotion
o his mother, and bequenthed consolation to
his favourite disciple, in the dearest of all
,memorials, in tho prayer of pity and pardon
Pourcd over the murdercrs who mailéd him
there, in the last torriblo cry by which, a* his
épirit was about to pass, ho picereed tho heav-

Jis with the tidings thatthe scheme of man's
f redomption was consummated, in the search-
i g yot tondor address, by which, after his
esurcoction he probes and heals, and abund-
ufntly pardons thoe frailty of Simon, andin the
dreaming glories of tho ascent from Bethany
~toh ! yes,in exhibiting to tho world a spee-
taslo like thiz, such an assuranco of the un-
warying love of heavon to man, such an in-
caryato vision of immaculate purity and un-
sclfsh bonevolonco God pledges and pro-
clui?ns'to us what the perfoction of imnmortal
huréanity shall be. That lifois tho key note
alrendy struck, hinting of tho harmonious
antlem, of which every living soul shall bo
an sccordant tone, no discord marring the
mutic of the universal jubilee.

By Christ then, through faithin the Tevelo-
tioris he has gi.ven us of tho character of God,
and of the intimato and ondearing relationby
which he has knit humanity forevor to him-
solf by Christ, through faithin tho solomn
promisos ho has published, by Christ, through
faith in that propheticlife of Lis, which, un-
loss it points to such anissuc as wo antici-
patd, an issuo in universal harmony with it-
sclf, isanunaccountablo anoinaly in the great,
plan of God, and a bitter mockery of all the
hopes it kindles, “by Christ have wa access,
by faith, into this grate whorein wo stand.”

Tho faith which supports us in the graco
wherein we stand ! How precious its privile-
ges, hov umimatng its incentives to duty,
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Father. Its priveleges are procious, for it
proclaims tho extinotion, total and for ovor,
of tho sin which pollutes, the sorrow which
corrodes, tho pain which mare, and tho death
wlich destroys this mortal being, and tho eroo-
tion on the ruins of this imperfuct state, of
ono how fair how full of God, where no teay
shall be wept, no frailty felt, no confliot fought
betwoon “low wants and lofty will,” but where
all shall tread the shining paths of an illimi-
tablo progress amid the beautios of holiness,
thoacclamations of sxints, tho songa and so-
cioty of angols, and tho overlusting glories of
God. Is not this a faith Titted to firo the cold-
ostbosom with gratitude, to shed an added
charm upon enjoyment, to touch with tender-
ost solnco the heart raw with anguish, and by
thobed of death, to cheor the timid spirit,
hesitating to trust itsclf, naked and housoless,
uinong the shadows of an untried otornity ?

But tho faith by which we occupy the
state of grace whorein wo stand; possessos
not only peculiar privileges, but highand holy
incentives to duty also.

Whon on some homeward journey tve en-
counter a travellor from whom the next turn
of tho road is to part us, wo attempt no inti-
macy, wo accompany him without intorestand
wo part from him without regret.

Butlet us learn that our dostination is his
too, that for days and months, perhaps, he will

{ be our companion, sharing withus the pleas-

uros and the tedium of the way, till with a
common Joy wo shalthail the villuge spire at
last, and rejoico together in tho greotings of
family and friends ; and acquaintanco bosomos
nterost, and mterost attachment.  We grow
considerate of s comfurt, wo sympatmzo
with limn distross, we counsel and assist him
in difficulty and dangor, wo chargo ourselves
with lus welfure ndeed, till we arrive with
him insafety at tho termination of tho jour-
noy.

Now Universalist brother, your faith as-
sures you thore isnosinglo individual now
breathing human. breath, who isnot linked to B
you by astill closer tic, than that of such o B
companionship as this.” Tho vilost wretch §
who skulks through a life of shamoto o grave
of guilt is your brother, bora of the same
love, sustaincd by tho samo providence, and
to be pardoned by tho sumo merey; for not
less surely than he, do you yourself neod the
forbearance aud the morey of thoso compas-
sions whioh fail not. In the judgmont of the
world, in the ocyo of God, his depravity is
deopor than yours, requiring a more protract-
ed process of discipline perhaps, a2 moro co-
pious baptism of tho spirit of grace. But he
is your brothor still, ho willbe your com-

_panion for evor. Not through the cxperion-

cos of thisJow warld only, but whon both do-
livered from tho bondage of corruption into
tho glorious liberty of heaveh, side by side,
follow travollors through ctornity shall you
tread tho samo paths, unito in the samo occu-
pati»ng, mingle your voices in tho same sonys,
and cxult in tho samo salvation;
«Tomether walk in puro whito light;
With kings and priests abroad,
Tegother summer high in bliss,
Spon the hills of God."”

Aud is not sucha prospect bettor fitted to
arouse your interost, to invigorate yqur bene-
volenee, and to urge you to active offvrt for
that maw’s woll being, than if you bolioves.
that a fow st:\gcs onwaid, ho would disappoar,
in tho gloom of tho gravo and tho subsvquea:
darkness, from your sight and sympathy fo:




