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THE IMPERATIVE NEED OF A NEW STANDARD OF GIVING.
BY THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.

Evangelization, like all work for God, has a financial basis, and, if that
basis is rotten, unsound, unsteady, the whole structure is in peril.

One needs but to compare the prevailing practice of giving, or rather of
not giving, with the teaching of Holy Scripture and the demands of God’s
work, to sce that from the very foundations upward our whole system of
so-called benevolence needs reconstruction.  Such comparison becomes con-
trast at every point. It is only in rare and exceptional instances that there
can be found any real conformity or approximation to the pattern showed
us in the mount ; and it is a sad fact that the current impression is that
the biblical standard is an impracticable ideal !

This whole matter must have radical treatment, for the evil is radical.
‘We shall never reach it, therefore, until we are ready to eradicate the selfish-
ness which is its root. Evils which are deeply rooted in the human heart are
hard to exterminate. As the farmer is tempted to be content with break-
ing off, at the surface, an obstinate weed which should be pulled up, and
which, if not pulled up, will only sprout again and gather new strength
deeper down, making more diflicult its cradication, so we are constantly
prone to be satisfied with superficial remedies for evils which oaly grow
sironger under our mistaken treatment.

The wrongdoing which we are now seeking to expose is not only radi-
cal, but respectable, and it hides behind respectability.  This is the favor-
ite refuge of all the most subtle social sins. Now that slavery is abolished
in Britain and the United States, we all marvel that such a system could
ever have found a cloak or its deformity and enormity. Human beings
were put on the auction-block and sold like cattle. Maiden modesty was
openly profaned to make appeal to the lowest passions of buyers; hus-
bands and wives sold to different owners, and then taught to enter into

tew marital relations with other parties, so that all sanctity was lost to |

marriage ; parcnts and children hopelessly parted, as unfeclingly as & calf
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