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Awideang of the channel of missionary effort is seen also in the in-
creasings empluyment of lay workers on the fureign field. By lay workers
we mean especially men and women without college or theological tram-
ing. The proposal to commission such as laborers among the heathen has
always awakened sharp discussion, from the days of Von Weiz to these of
Gossner and Harms. But the policy condemned by many is as strongly
approved by others, Luth on the ground of necessity and of utility. The
necessity appears in the fact that of the large number of graduates emerg-
ing yearly from the universities, so few comparativel are moved to under-
take missionary service ; and the utility in the fact of the demunstrated
success of these humbler laborers.

Dr. Warneck, of Germany, one of the ablest of [iving writers on mis-
sionary themes, speaks strongly on this point. In the midst of a plea for
a “ foller representation of the thoroughly trained element on the foreign
field,” he says : ‘ It is not to the credit of German Pretestantism, which
indisputebly stands at the head of all Protestant churches by its scientific
theology, that it sends precisely the fewest theolugians into mission ser-
vice. Do our theolugians haply suppuse that they are too good for such
service 27 This statement is a significant cne, and his question is a search-
ing one. The feeling is not confined te Germany that it is a waste of high
literary culture to lestow it upon bloody canmibals and degraded bar-
barians. We have even heard the most fervent friends of missions say of
some especially gifted and brilliant university graduate, “ that with such
pre-eminent talents for home service he ought not to go abroad.”

If in these circumstances men possessed of high conseeration, but de-
void of high culture, present themselves for forcign service, shall they Le
discouraged ? Dr. Warneck speaks emphatically upon this point. e
says: *‘ Not a few missionaries, indeed, who have gome abroad withant
scientific training have proved themselves pre-eminently intelligent even in
the literary department, and conversely, it is indisputably true that uni-
versity training affords no general guarantee for important performances.
Morcover, it cannot be denied that & considerabie proportion of eur mis-
sionaries, with their seminary training, suffer from a certain narrowness of
view, and that therely their whole acting and bearing is influenced not
to the advantage of the great work to which they are called. I am far
from desiring none Lat scientifically educated men for the mission service.
We need all sorts of men for it.””

We would put especial emphasis on this last seutence 1 ¢ We need all
sorts of men.””  There are dialects to Lie mastered on the foreign field boe-
side the lingoistic—the mother-tongue of sympathy and fellow-feeling ;
the universal speech of suffering and pain.  He who ecan conjugate these
through all their sorrowful moods aud tenses has the highest requisite for
successfully preaching the Gospel to the heathen.  Such missionaries as
Burns and Crossett, in China, have read us a memoralle Jessen on this
point. It is s sigoifieant touch, in our Lord's picture of the wounded




