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witli one arm. on lier stomacli. The Widow
Belisie was present. Catherine was already
dead and cold. I remember asking Widow
Belisle whether Catherine died la pain. She
replied, that she placed lier left hand on lier
stomacli, and exclaimed, 'O my God, I
arn suffocating.' Widow Belisie'slept with
the deceased, and bad given lier a cup of
ginger tea before going to bcd. The next
morning, Antoine, who had been absent,
came to the bouse about half-past eiglit.
H1e remarked, as lie came out of the room,
after looking at bis wife, 'If I had staid at
home, my wife would notble dead.' Widow
Belisie answered, 'Is it not true that you
asked me to, corne and stay with your wife ?
lie replied ini an angry.manner, ' 1No.' H1e
seemed mucli grieved. Widow Belisie again
said to hlm, ' 1Did you not tell me to come
and sleep with your wife ? 11He then said,
' If I did, I don't remember.' Doctors
Prévost, Larocque and Desjardins made an
examination of the body."

The next witness examined was a mid-
wife of St. Jerome, named Adelaide For-
tier. Her statement would appear to
show that Widow Beli8le did not bear a
favorable character in the neiglibour-
hood. She said-

"lAbout lialf-past twelve in the niglit of
the l8th, Jean Baptiste Desforges came to
my house, and asked me to corne and se
bis brother'e wife, who was dead. I in-
quired wbetber she died alone. Hie an-
swered, 'No, Widow Belisie was there.' I
then refused to bave anything to do with
the body tili the doctors should arrive;- be-
cause I did not like to, bear that she liad
(lied while Mms. Belisie was present."1

So far, the evidence of the prisoners'
guilt does flot appear very conclusive.
The cireurnstances were flot irreeoncil-
able with the supposition that Catherine
Desforges had died a natural death, and
the medical examination made at the
time was slight and insuflicient. Strong
suspicions of violence or death by poison,
however, existed among the people of thei
village. An enquiry was held by Mr.
Scott, J.P., and the two brothers Des.
forges with Widow Belisie, were arrested
on the charge of murder. We now corne
te certain statements or disclosures made t
by the female prisoner. rihese werei
Sworn to by one Laurent Bealichamp as 2
follows: 8

IlWhile the female prisoner was in jail, 1
i traflsated lier business. I told bier that s
she could flot lie baileci out tilt tire doctors t

had examined the stomach of deceaied.
lier reply was, ' They cannot fid any poi-.
son, for there is none.' A t the sanie time,
she said to nie, 'I1 will tell you how the
matter happened, and then you will know
ail about it."1 But I did not listen to lier
and went home. A bout a fortnight after-
wards, she resumed the subject, and told me
that Catherine did flot die naturally, but
that she, Mrs. Belisie, was clear from, the
crime of causing lier death. She then in-~
formed me that she had flot committed the
deed, but that she was sleeping by the side
of deceased, when another person (whose
name the witness was flot allowed to, state)
put a pillow over Catherine's mouth, and
sat on it for sorne time. A.fter this person
got off the pillow, deceased gasped a couple
of times, and expiied. Widow Beliaie then
went out and roused the neighbors."

The trial was resunied on the l7th of
April, when J. B. Belisie, son of the fe-
maie prisoner, made the following state-
ment-.

"lOn the l7th of January, I was at the
bouse of my mother, at St. Jerome. Saw
there J. B. Desforges. Hie said lie was go.
ing, about sunset, to do some littie jobs for
bis brother, who was absent. My mother
also inforrned ie that she would sleep at
Antoine's bouse that niglit. My fatlier.died
ini 1856O. Before lie died, there were diffi-
culties between him and my mother, on ac-
count of Antoine Desforges, wbo frequently
visited at the bouse. My mother lias mlen-
tioned to me that it was not she that caused
the death of Antoine's wife, but another
person (not allowed to be namied in Court,
but evidently meaning J. B. Desforgoe.)
This person, she said, put a pillow over
Catlierine's mouth, and sat upon it. My
mother said, that while this person was ait-.
ting upon the pillow, she feit the limbe of
deceased stiffen. My mother furtlier told
aie, that whien she became aware of wlist
ivas going on, she started up ini tlie bed,
and said to the other person, '0 mny Godi1
what are you doing there?'1 The other re-
plied, 'If you don't shut up, I will do the
aime to you.' My mother then got out of
ecl, and told the other to liglit a candie.

'atherine then gasped twice, and expired2'
Another son of Widow Belisie, isidors

Legault, deposed that he had received
lie same account froma his mother, dur-
ng a visit which, he made Wo her in jail ;
Lfd that she liad not disclosed the factsâ
ooner because she was in danger of lier
ife. These disclosures confirmaed thé
uspicions aiready excited and revealed
ho cause of death. Thoe wus mio morne
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