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botli. To the inquiry, is it pence, jehuii? Jehu tlîundered out this astound-
in g reply: IlWlîat, peace, so longr as the wlîoredoms of thy mother Jezebel
and lier witchcerafts are so many." This completely opened Joram's eyes
and with thie exclamait ion of treason on his lips lie turned to fiee. But Jelini
drew a bowv with his fuit strengtlî and shot 1dm thirotiug-h the heart. .Ahaziail
was wouîîded and died at Megeddo. Mie artfül Jezebel appcnrèd at a win-
dow studiously arravedl for effeet, and witli great presence, of mind accosted
Jolhu in a way tîmat inight hiave stiaken a, mîi of w'eaker nerves. But his
only reply was,-thirow lier down!1 In an instant tlîis wicked woman lay a
blood-stained corpse ou the ground, and was trodden under foot by the bor-
ses. Whien tliey returned to bury lier they found thie prediction literally fuI-
fild-her body wvas dpvourcd by the dogs!

Jeltu eKecuted bis commission Nvith more zeal flian judgment. 0f course
lie u ttely3 extermniîated the seed of Abab and Jezebel,.ftogethcr with ail their
iiiiiisters, guilty associates,. ai priestS of Baal. But in ail this lie wvas
proiupted more Uy a spIirit of self interest and State poliey than a desire to
puiiish idolators and restore the Theocraey. Hie subverted the grosser ido-Z
latries, but sparcd anîd stili patronised the baneftil system of Jer-oboamj-the
root of ail theiir troubles. H-enee God denotunced Israel by Hosea with a,
speciial reference to the defeets and abuses of Jeliu's-policy: "I will break
thie boly of lsain thie valley of Jezreel."

Thli destruction of the Midiaiiites by flic simple strategecm of Gideon-
-another memorable event-took pulace in the valley of Jezreel. Tlîey hiad
just made their, annual marauding visit 1-aving crossed thue Jordan at the
ulpper fÔrds, they caine up flic valley of Jezieel as grnsshoppers for ýmulti-
tude, lIa answer tu the cry of his repenting people it was Gods design to
make a dlean end of that o1 and inveterate enemy; and the present Ws
ehosen as thec fittest timie wvlen they were crowdcd together in one mass.--
Gideon, an excellent cliaracter, collected a large army, designing, to attack
the MUidianites in obedience to the Divine instruction. But their destruc-
tion must be thîe wvork of God and not the achievemeut o? man. This large
armny must therefore bu greatly redueed. This wvas accouuplislîed by sub-
jeeting it f0 twvo successiv e tests tilt onîy tlîree lîundred rernained. First ut
the well of Ilerod, so e'îlled because there the people hared, i. e., trembled
-Judges -vii. 3-were. b-afraid" ut the great host of Midian. And agaIn,> by
thec lappingy of water at the brook or stre.am. Lest Gideoa should, be utterl
d*L'piritedl by tlîis exces.ýivp and unexpected reduetion, the Lord dircted him
to go down tc, thîe host and he would hiear wvords that would strengtlîen lià
bauds. 1-le and 'lis servuant crossed mount Gilboa-for the Midianites in thie
valley of Jezreel werc on the nortk sie of Gideon-and ieard the report o?
the dream and theL interpretation. Thiis wasenouli. Gideoninstantiypo
ceeds te put bis little baud iiu order. And, by mens o? a stratacem. un-z
equailed in the art of warfare, approadhed the host at the dead of the night,
threw tlîem into confusion, au'nd kt is emphiatîcally said, that Ilthe Lord.set
every maa's sword against bis fellow, even throughout ail the host. Thus
was Midian subdued before thîe chljdren of .Israel, so that they Iift'd, Up their
lîeads ,no more."
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