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or even doubt tlue articles of his creed as bearing filli upon thein
the sulplîurous breatli of their unlioly inspirer. Sucli a muan cannot
be a teacher of trutli for lie ileither knows uîor seeks to know it.
One readilv recalis iii this connection liues of :Milton tre-ating of the
sanie theine.

"lTheir lean and flashy songs

Grate on thieir scraiiel pipes of wretched straw%
The hungry sheep look up and are not fed.

To listen to the sainîe coniniouîplaces week after week, veir
after year : to be deafened by the nuighity vociferations of the inis-
guided preacher wvho mistakes noise for eloqjuence :to hear mere as-
sunîptions iinstead of lucid argument, chierislied dogunas instead
of well-founded convictions, incitenients to narrowness and bigotry
ilstead of encouragement tovard honest and tlîoroughi investigation.
and ail froin one w'hose sacred calling lias invested liiîî witli inde-
served veneration, are not these strong forces tending mien toward
]iat tpye w'li is,

-Dead to rapture and despair
A thing tlîat grieves uxot and tlîat neyer hopes,

Stelid and stunned, a brother to tixe ox. "

An al'iting and invariable cluaracteristie of these men is tlieir
uinteachableiiess. Their deplorable iîîconupetency is at the saine
tiniie the exponient of cardinal %veaktlniesses iii chiaracter, indolence.
and sel f-sufficiency %which ]ed theui to despise and neglect opportun-
ities for mental equipnîient. He %]io enters the xninistrv- todav
w-itliout adequate preparations does tluis froni cixoice, and is absol-
utely witlîout excuse. He w]io enters upoil lus course and aller a
littie deliberately switclîes off on a short cut is no less reprehien-
sible and even more liopeless than lie w]îo will not seek the lielp of
the scîxools. Yet more to be censured and far greater nuisances as
preacluers are tiiose, soinetinies fouiid iii schools, -wlo posing as
nuinisterial students are no students at ail but loving only the de-
grree are utterly failing riglitly to emnploy either their own powers, or
the coilege gifts. One niay perlîaps be tolerated %vlio injdo]-
ence and unfaitlifulness withi openu deiuial of moral and social obli-
gations, but oixe,%vho seeks to luide tliese liideous blenuisiies iii char-
acter behind a éloak of rehigiosity deserves the execrations of everv7
lionest mxan.

Tiiere is no more urgent iîeed in the Christian clinrel of today
tlîan the need of earnest, dev'oted preachers and pastors. To discharge
tlîe duties of the uîini';try is the noblest work God lias perniitted
manx to do fox' reîîow manx. But because the calling is so higli with,
so far-reacling influences tliere is greater need tixat tlue entrance
thereto be safely guarded. It is not contended that the 'would be
preaclier mîust be a College and Senixuiary graduate, but onlv that lie
bce dricated. If College and Semnuary afford tlîe best mxeans of cdu-.


