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ASPECIAL exaininiation for the degrc of B. A.ini ndaition to the regular tests is ono of the
possibilities for our studuents oî the neo distant

future. XVurds of oininous imiport hia'. becit uttered,
and expectation stands breathless. Likc ail proposed
departures this one calls forth botli pronounccd con-
deinnation and zealous advocacy. Agm tsarA
hurled at the innovation, joy is exprc.;sedl concerning
the prospective advance.

Suclh an examination woull mueil that the seniors
towvards the close of the college year, whcan ail their
strength should be given to thecir orations, xnust meet
a hostile serried phialanx coinposed of the fierce giants
'iho at an earlier day bnad one by one been conquered.
Agaiin mu-st tlîey beliold the ghost of Polydorus and
listen to bis sepuichural toiues-agai i naust their
bared backs writhe under Olney's byperbolie scourg-,e
-agaîn miust ail those malignant and tyrannical imps

of the ous fainily andi the ide be knocked iii the head.
Tro pnss again upon the leading t tjects of (lie four
years' course-infandurni dictit.

On the other hand why do %ve takze the arts
course, not certainiy for thie enîpty B3. A. alone?
For the mental discipline is the reply, and this we
obtain. without the proposed university exanjination.
There is srtrely, however, in addit-on to the abstract
discipline some importance te be attaclied te the store
of knowledge acquired, and to the advanitage of biav-
ing, that knowledge at ail times for instant use; nor
-will it be argued that even the discipline itself is ini.
danger of being diminished hy the extra study wvhichi
sucli an examination wvould render inmperative. And
further it -%vould be curious to enquire Nvhethier tho
faculty would consider as a worthy specimen of their
profezsional handiwork that student Nvho bias not
retaincd se maucli of the varieus studies as 'will enable
bini to pass, after due wariting, a satisfactory exami-
nation upon the wvhole curriculum. The indian war-
rior of the oldea tixue believed that Nvliatever of
courage and strengtli bis siain. cnemy biad possessed
entered into bis own sou] anti increased that prowess
ini which-he gloried. Hoîvever tbat be in intellectual
recounters it is truc that conquest nicans added power
to the victor. Oaa tiiere then be any wviser ineans for
the developenient of strong mien titan titis very systein
of special exainiations 'vith ail that it nas to tho
student of contiuuous reviewv and assiduous toil.

TEaro flot sure after ail tbat life, iu largeAIcollege boarding hoeuses bias as imany ad-
vantages as are cliîned for it. That there

are certain hecalthy tendencies and broadening influ-
ences we are very %villing to admit, but whethcr or
not these benefits are net mnore than counter balunced
by othier adverse influences, is a serious question.
Tho latter view is supported by the experience of
somie of our mnost proninient universities, Nvhiere it bias
beeui found necessary to aboiish the boardin, liouse
systeni.

WVby the saine propriety in conduet sbould not be
obiservcd ini the coilege boardiùg lieuse as wvouid
characterize the actions of ecd individuai ini bis home
Or anly private faxnily, is a, littie strange, but there
certainly is a tendency to, encourage a spirit of
boisterousness tîtat is not very conimendable.

But this; is not ail. Thiere is a general tendency to
Zaxtessiess, and in sonie cases the tendency is inceus-
ing rapidily. We do not intend to stigmiatize any
particular class or portion of the comimunity, but Nre
do say that, this thing inost abounds wvlere it should
be least expected. Every studexît on the hbUt owves it
to the supporters of the institution to the friends
who have sent hini bere, to his associates 'vhose good
ane is as mucli affected by lus conduet as their own,
and to hixuseif to be a gentlemuan and behave like co.
This is to be expected of the youngest student on the
hull, mcli more by those wvbose years and positions
lay upon themn the respensibility of being inodeis for
those wvho are se apt to copy froin tihe more
experienced. We should nlot oniy be desirous of
qualiffing ourselves to prosecute successfully the
business affairs of life, but te become wvorthy of the
lest positions in tihe best society that this niîseteenth
century affords.

Eare confiaeint that thle, argument iii the
article "Preparation for College," ivhich

appears in this issue, accords Nvith the experiences of
a good niany students, and the reeent a~ction of thse
Coliege autlierities ia raisiag the staaardl for matric-
ulatioii, and the requiremieats in examinations, sbould
receive Vhe hearty comimendation of every honest
student.


