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cu li e(itative, unpractical life of a
sceholair and a p)oet. Shieltered on
ail sides fromi the adverse winds
thiat l)lighit so maiîv lives. with a
lîered(itv of nîaniv generations of
pu~re. saintlv, aniti cultured mien
ani woiiieii, to 1es55t2n the cvil ten-
dlcies in Ils ownl nature. dwelling'
in an extremiely iiarrow s;ocial
circie of nolble and congenial na-
tures, lie feit ncithier the sin nor
the wvoe of the world. Against
liolitical alid social wrongs lie
\Viel(le( ail the rtronig weapoiis of
biis genlus. b)ut the real cruelty of
sin lie nieyer sawv. andl the fierce
hand anîd hecart struggl,^-e against
evil lie wvas neyer enigaged in. Thc
dleep. scorching nîlisery and(lnee(l
of inankind lie nevnot. witi luis
ioftv nature andi religrion of culture.
Ai tlierein lie faiils to satisfv the
hiungrv hieart.

The w'riitteni works of lZmierson
hiold a unique place in literature.
I-lis ess-avs are lilze no0 othiers,
miade up of concentî-ated, oftcni
ab)rupt, sentences. caci standing
for a whlole thoughit. Onue of bis
cluief cluaracteristics is a rigid
econonîv of wvortis. T-is language-
is l)rlrIe1 anl(l contlensei until
evcrv itica is conveyed in the
sinallest possible veliicie.

I-is quîck. compact sentences
are strungf together wvith verv lit-
tic regardi to logricai order. andi lie
ývas-tes no wvor(ls on transitions.

Eahsentence nlunst stand 1wv it-
self. and the reader niust mnake ]lis
ovn connlections. 1'iit. ohi ! the
brillianicv, the intense vitalitv. the
su ggest ieness of tIiesc sharp.
liard sentenices. cverv one of NvIhichi
contains ,a thesis to engagie the

lsetattention. zand amuoise thIe
ni os;t vigoronls. sutielthouight
of wvliCIci the r-Ca(er is capa'ble. 11n
]lis ~viig.to his wvide sweeiî in
thie relns of the ideal. nero
acl(s ani elvenuent of dowvnriglit.
practical, liard conunion sense. pro-
dncing- a coniiliation as singular
as it is d1elighltfuil.

IHe also took anl interest in the
live (luestions of luis tinies. I-1 e
tlîre\\- ]lis solinto the aniti-slave-v
struggle. I-le believed in vonuani'7s
suffrage. anid tliough-It it ' a vei-v
chieap wvit thiat finds it so dIroil tluat
a wonuan shotnld vote." IHe takes
the lioniely side of life, the ev'ery-
day conicerns of inanners;. society,
anti institutions. t-iais, with then
fronu tlhe standpoint of wvorldiv
wisd(llu anîd at thue saie tinlie
breatlies inito tîei a living soui
and stamips tliein with a seal (divine.
And tluroughi al ius a keen sense
of humour, a fie pervasive wvit,
that Nvas botui a restraining and
whiolesomle elenuent in his onn
constitution, andi a vainuable and
secs - ngt oiie Mi bis w'ritingc-s. He

sesandi exhibits the incongruities
w-hichi hctrav pretence ani tiiscord.

I-is language, Nvhiile fluency is
nobt to l)e tholught of in connlection
with it. is forcefull, exact and beau-
tifull. Oliver Wenldcll. H-lmes, ini
a iettci- to \Iotlcv. sa\-s: "If vou
have scen a cat pickinig lier foot-
steps in wet: weatlier, von ]lave
seen a l)icture of Enucrsoni's cx-
quisite intelligence feeling for its
phrase or epithet. Somletinlies I
tiiink of anl aîît-eater singiingr ont
luis insects, as I sec liinui lookingc
about and at last seizing his noun
or adjective, the bcst. th e only one
whliclu w-oulti serve the uiee(l of his
tluoilghlt." I-le lias a strongr teni-
tlcncv to the use of nuetapuhor. and
sonietînues enul)lovs s;tartiiii- fi-
ures. ,ut these often ]lave thue
cifeet of inîpuinting anl itica on thîe
ineiorv s0 tluat onc feels tlîat it
iust reniain forever. The elenient

of surprise is a favourite one with
linu.i and lie seins to delîglut ini
giving- Ilis alog its anuncxpected
turn. lus style is direct. splboi-
taneonls. and Ili îuerfect luarnmnv
with ]lis owNv habit of tliouglit.

The nionst dis;tinictive cenieîit in
al] lis wvritings is, tlucir iiutense;
nuiorai pin-pose. The liglît tliat lue
flashes upon ans- trutl is wvith the
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