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ASORNSION DAY,

Tho revolving course of tho Christian year Las

brought tound to ub tho seaiversary sclebration of |

this holy Festival, which has ocourred at an unusu-
ally carly griod in tho present yeap—on the 1st day
of May. Qur readors aro awaro that as Ascension
Day is alwaye tho 40th day after Eastor, so tho par
tioular day on whicli it falls in cach yoar is nlirays
dotermined within tho sawo lmits as tho Jattor Fos-
tival, and consequontly it must invariably full bo-
tweon tho 30th of April and the 8rd of June, both
inclwivoly. It will not again uecur so zarly as the
1st of May during tho presont centur{. With ros-
poct to the Festival' ftself, it is dificals to account
for tho geioral noglect which prevails, as to tho ob-
sorvance of this publio commemoration of tho As
-ounsion of our Lord Jesus Christ, as it is ovidently
to bo regarded ag ono of tho highest clasy of tho
Feasts of the Christian Church.  Thero svemy, in-
deed, to bo in tho minds of some porsons an appa-
rout confu n botween the Resurrection and tho
Jscension of our blessed Lord, a8 though tho lat-
tes wora only the necessary consequence of the for-
mer, in tho same way n8 tho Circumcision of Christ
for example, is immediately conncoted with his Na-
tivity. On this subjoct it is justly remarked by
Bishop Medloy, (in bis Sormon for Ascension Day)
that ** many porsons do so confound thom, and
speak of tho Resurreetion in a way that only belongs
to tho Ascension—aud indeed it is ono of the glar
ing defocts of tho popular theology of our day, (o
confound things that differ, and to merge many se-

te and distinct truths in one or two leading doc-
trioes, and 8o obscure the general truths themselves.”
It is to bo fearcd, also, that tho comparativo neglect
of tbis glorious Festival is very much to be attribu.
ted {to the circvnstanco that Ascension Day bas not
been recognized by the State as ono of the public
holiduys, and thus the prectico of professing Chris-
tians has been regulated by command of the Civil
Magistrate rather than the divino authority of the
Church of (fhrist.  We may here mention somo cir-
custances relating to thiz day, to show tho peculiar
estimation in which it is held by the Church of Eng-
land, In addition to tho Collect, Lpistloand Gos-
pel—1. Thero are five Festivals in the year, for
which arProper Prefuce is appointed in the Commu-
nion Service, and Aséension Day is onc of them.
2. There are siz days in the year for which Proper
Psalms are appointed in tho Daily Service, and As-
cension Day 1s one of them. 8. 'There are thirteen
days in the year on whicli the Atkanasian Creed is
appointed instead cf tho Apostics’ treed, and As-
cension Day 1s one of them. Infuet, this sacred
Feast appcars to bave been nlways regarded of the
highest authority from tho carliest ages of thic Church.
I¢ is remarked by Mosheim, the well known Eecle-
siastical bistorian, among tho cvents of thy Fourth
Century (Part ii. chap. iv.) ** In wbst Sosietics of
Churistians, five festal seasons wero anaually observed,
namely, in remembrance of the Saviour's birth, of His
sufferings and death for tho sins ‘of men, of Bis.Ite-
surpection, of His Axcension to hesven, and of the
descent of tho Holy Ghost apon His Mivisters.”
Moro particulatly it is stated by the learned Bing-
ham—(Orig. Fecles. Book xx. Chap. vi. Seet. 5,)
** Tho observation of this Festival was so jgcient,
that. St. Austin could derive its original frem no
wher fuuntsin, but ciher Aposiolical justitutivn, of
the.general sgreement of the Church in some plew-
ary Council. *Tor thoso things? says he, ¢ which
argeregeived and observed over all the worlld, not as
writtgn.iz Scripture, but as hanled-dewn to us by
traditign, we cyneeivo to.bo either written by the Apos-
tdes themselves, or some of the numerous Councils,
whose guthority is.of very grewt uso in the Church.
Suchare the 200tVerery svlemniiics of vut duvivur $
Pusuph, and Resurrection, and-Azcenston into hea-

at the present scason, snd with reforonoo to tho Pas
rish of 8¢ Paul’s, wo aro thankful to record: that tho
Borvices of tho day woro of a pedullarly intorésting
and improssive naturo. Providential circumetances
too, scomed to contribute to the proper observance of
it, as, after soveral days of damp and gloomy wen.
ther, tho morning of Ascousion Day ﬁdwnod with
uncommon brightness, thus affording & favourablo
opportunity for raceting in tho House of God, to col-
oﬁmto tho last groat triumpbant act in tho history of
our Saviout’s lifo upon carth. Tho Services of the
day commonced with tho administration of tho Ioly
Coranunion ip tho Bishop’s Chapol, at half past 7
o'olock. Thore was no other Servico used on the
occasion, and it Is ovident from our Prayor Book,
that this Servicy i3 quito comploto and indepondent
in itsolf, not boing connected with Morning Prayors
ot any other Scrvico, nor destricted to any particular
period of tho day. ‘The 70th Hymn tras chanted a¢
tho boginning, and tho Glotia in Excelsis at tho
ond, tho wholo Servica being conoluded within an
bour, ‘L'ho Bishop officiated, boing assisted by tho
Itoy. J. 0. Cochiran.  Chero wore 58 Cowmunicants,
including 8 Clergyman, thero was also a good atten-
danco of other \wrship}xers. and there soemod to te
a remarkablo dogroe of solemnity and devetion con-
neoted with tho wholo Servico. ~ Lhero woro also, as
usunl, two full services in tho parish of St. Paul's,
and St, Luke's Chapel of I2ase, inorning and oven.
ing in tho former Church, ond worning and after
noon in tho latter, Secrnons wero preached in St
Paul's, in the morning by tho Ven. Archdeacon,
from St. Luke xxiv. §U, 61, and in the evening
by ths Rov. Edwmund Maturin, from St. John, xiv.
2, 8. Tho congrogations woro rathor small during
tho day, being chiefly composed of fomales, but in
ths ovening thore was a better attondance:  On the
whole, wo trust that it wasa day of much spiritual
cowfost and edification to many devout and humble
members of the Church, who kept tho feust in the
truo spirit of tho beautiful Collect for the day, and it
is satisfactory to obscrvo that soveral persons availed
themselves of the privilege of assembling four times
in tho house of prayer, thus imitating tho examplo of
the Apost).s aud other Christians ou thoe first Ascon-
gioa Day . who retired from tho Mount of Olives to
Jerusalem for united prayer and supplication, and
of whony it is recorded by tho sacred Lvangeliat,
that ** they were ceutinually in the Temple, prais-
ing aod blessing God.”

THE TORONTO SYNOD.

Ix order that no jncenvenicnco may arise from tho
- stato of the rouds, and anxious to have a full attend-
ance, tho Lord Bishop of Toronto bas notified the
Diocese that tho Visitation is postponed until tho
30th April, and tho Mecting of tho Toronto-Synod
until the 1st. May.

‘Phis Synod of tho Dioceso of Toronto, is ex-

cted to be of universal interest. A division of
the Diocese will be made, aod it will depoad upon |
tho wisdom of the Synod to establish a just princi-:
ple for the appointment of the Bishop present.and
future. A correspondent of one of the papers
poiots out the difficulties which, beset this subject,
which have their origin most likely in some poliical
arrangement, which a no small purty in tho Church
verg properly demurs to sanction.  He remarks :

« 1t seems to bo cansidered ne that the sgum of
£12,000 shouyld bo provided for tho support of n Bishop,
and that until this is ..ono no appointment can bo.made.
‘I'o this I cannot but think thers 1s great objection. In tho
first plave it i3 very diffendt in this country to raiso
412,000, und, judgg from tho present disposition of odr
+ Churw, seeissjust nuw to by dinpussible.  Lsay £12,000,
‘becausy aithough the Arckdeacun of Ringstun 1u Jus unu-
lar stated that £8,000 had -beRn raised, yet Le stated ulso,
that 3¢ waa rased condiponally, tho condition being tho ap-
pointment of tho ltevd. Thomus Hincks. But swnce it is
ovident that the Church here will never submit to the ap-
pormment of thut geatleman, (at-all evonts, in this very
vojec douable way,) © would, of courss appear that wo are-
vt to have tho money.”’ |

If wo cau judgo from what we find:in the papers,
our Cuusdian brethren.are determined to wnaintaiu

f for their Church the right of self government, aud

ves, and the oming of she Holy Gbost from heu- § they allow no. considerations connccted with tho

ven?® Ytis certuin, therefore, thy Feast of Ascen-
sion was generally, obsersed ull over the Church
long before St. Austin’s.time.  Chrysvstom ofien
speaka ofiit under the vame of our Lord's Assump-

ton jute heavtn. For, uot to moutivn thuse tuay 4 ¥ ; :
Sormons upon the Ascedson, which aro reckoned , would ‘lake the

spurisas, balinz:onoupon the Assiinption; tho cre-
dit of which -wme.never called in question, Svherein
he gtyles this Festiyal tho.*-illdstrious and- vefalzent
duy of our Lord's.Agsumption juto heaven.” Atdin
auuthar Tounly .upes WhivSuadey,. rvovaiting:tho
great solempities thatoad Just:gane-before, hosays,
: \V,u’b:_xyq;lugulj -celebrated. vut Javigup's: Pausion,
lis Résuricelion, and then bis Beturn jnto. heaven,’
that is; the Peist of bis Assension.” , -
Tlese lait words are fu'ly applicable to oursolves

!.

question of legality to interfero with their procced-
igs. Wo do belivve that if this vere urged upon.
thewn, they aro sufirciently alivo to their natural
and inalienablo rizht to xegulate their own atfirs,.
withont being subject to Stuto restrictions, that thoy-
" siniplest ncthod of proving it, if
 tho State-manifétéd apy coercive intentivy, by s0-
yaraung.entirely from tho- lother Chureh, and beé-
.couing of themselves-an iodependent Lpiscopal
Church. Happily, howover. there: is no ditference
;- of wpinion betwesn-the State and tboCburch upon:
-this, smportpnt puing, 824 the conncction. remains:un+:
impaired, apdynutual benefis will bo-derived -from:
the celation which cach will ‘jaintain, towards-thq:

other.  Tho, force of Sir Williauy Nolesworth's des-1,

bad any, is entirely dono away by subsequent ro-
coodings of.the Homo Qovarument, which ssnctions
any Syuudal pssemblage of the Colonial Chirch,
and dircets its Ministors to givo royal effect tu any
laws that the Logislature may mako in their favor,
and to any powors, savo that of dominancy, that 3t
may confer upon them, Tho Catadian Chureh has
acquired this indepondent position, and this will be
tho rulo in all the othor colonial dioceses whenover
tho Churcbmon jn thom got rid of their slavish no-
tions, and aro sufficiontly alivo to the great privilege
of solf-govornment, which it is within their power
to cstablish fur thomsolves and their posterity.~-
Tho increaso of tho Church, its self-suppoiting ca-
pooity, und its atility to resist tho cncroachmonts of
other denominations cither upon its members or its

sosaions, will dato from tho day when ita action
s concentruled, aud a unity of purpose provails in
its soparato dioceses—and wo look forward to the
timo when a general Convenltion of tho Provineial
Church shall” atill furthor strongtlien and gpread
Lier influanco over overy portion of Biitish Amerlca.

N

Wisows axp Onenans or toe Crxnoy.—Tho
Annual Sormous will bo preached on Whitsunday.
at 8t. Paul’s by the Lord Bishop, and at St. Luko’s
lIly tho Rov. W. Bullock, on behalf of the Speciut
funds of tho Diocesan Church Society appropriated
to this object.
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&% Tho Canadisn Logislaturo bavo decided thas
Qucbeo shall be the (apital city of Canada and the
Soat of Wovernment.

®& Tho Missionars at Weymouth begs, throngh
the Church Tumes, to vcturn many thauks to biv Pa-
rishioners, for the bundsome presont hu has latoly re-
cowved from theth—a Silk Gown and Svarf, sceompas
nied by.a noto expressive of the kindest wishes fue his
own and bis famly’s wellare. '

ONE WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE.

(Par Telegraph to Reading Room.)

Tho Steawelup Lersia has arrived at New York,—
Livurpool dates to 19t nst.

Cotton bas advanced 3.—Sales large.

Breadsioffs bavo declived.

Flour 11, Jower. Wheat 3d.

Corn bas alo declined from previous advices

Provisions unclungud, Busivers limited, -

Sugare declined- Gd.

Confurences finally closed on Wednesday,

Lord Panmure has declarel that orders of troops tu
North America bas no reference v atlairs with the
United Statet.
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Prace!—0Qu Friday morning last we bad tle satis-

fyction of aunouncing, in an Extra, that a Lreaty of

Peace had been aigued by the LPlenipotontarics at the

Pans Conlerence.

Tue iutelligence caused general rejoicing. Bells
were itnmudiately rung,amf' flags duplayed. Yo the
evening, there wero brilliaut illdminutions, fire-
works.nbonﬁrea, torch-hght proceesions, finng of cans
. non, &e., &e.  The % demonstrations” surpased any-
thine of the kind vver before witnessed in thisquacter.

- Zarmouth Herald.

MgLaxciorLy DisAsTRR !—Schr. Mary, Nicker-
son, of Argyle, was capszed off Cape Ann during ey
paly of Manday last, A boy kas warhed over board
and lost. Capt. Nickorson and Anzon 130jd parished
i the vigging, Samuel Allau was taken off, ou the fol-
lowing worning, and the vesseltgken into Salem.— Jbid.
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The St. John's papers conjain detaled accounts of
the awful wreck of the Brtish Batquu Blake, of 800
tons, Edward Rudolf master.  Thia vesse] sailed in ex-
cellent 0:dur, on the 8th Feh., from Stip IslantdHar.
tous, Macisuppyy bound for Cutd, woh a-cargo of
pitoh-pine deals.  When neac the middle of tho Atlan-
tie, suc cncountered a sevied of tert fic patus, or rawber
one continned burricaroe lasting fxom tht Sth of March
until the 319th.—But long bLefore this 1atter dato tho
sthip hed becoms waterlogaed, ber saids and spars had
bean blowa awayp, and vvery beavy sea made a cloar
breach over hor deck:  Several of the.crew had alrea-
dy been swopt away, and those who survived wers suf-
tenng che most extrews sufforing fruin culd, bungor aud
tatius  The pale began to abaw on the 19%b. For
thirteen days tis Sveetghed. survivors remamed’ upon
the wWreck ‘Without tasting.a mozee! of food except dne
rat, which was divided pmongst them. The account
of therr suffs.inge-duting “ns tume, es given by the
master mmself, 15 quite barrowing.,  Oa the thuteenth
~tday, one of the créw—the second oné who hal done
-g0~-sank onder b suffenings:and died.~The body
was ot thronn ovarbuard. It served.as food for.thu
survivore, vatit four-dage afterwards, un the 29th, the.
suffsrers wer0 taken fiom the wréek by the schr. D
Zeony oSt Joh’s N, F., bound-to wat port frow Lis-
von. Thuy Lad been 1antaliged, during the: tnost :n-
femes stage of theireuflznngy, by wecing threy:éiher
vosgeus pase them at differcnt mes.  Toey aszived ap
St Joyn's oncthe-13th of aprl.  The ayrvivera pom-
beréd cight, -inclidmg all the officers of the &_hl[!ii.:—
. Kight of the Grewr5ad doen-swasbed awwal, and 16 bud
died on the wreck from cold, tatipue, aud busgern—
Recorder.

jhatch to ths Governor Generaf of Canada, if it ever



