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l'Hg 1AILWAY OUTLOOK.
"It is alwvays tmîsafo to progtinstl..itat. ,

tinn' ahead in regard to (e.pectC(I railwiay
vonistruction. A great niamay irnilwiaiy
scinies are brou 'ht forward, and the
public are "asstiredl" by the ori4imators
that the wherewithial to build the road is
nt ]land, and1 the rond wili certaimly bc
bujît, but iii a great inmany instances the
,!Ilterprise drops with the securimg of the
charter. If half the railways; thait have
received charters werc built, Wpêtern
Caniada wvoulcl be well supplied wvith rail-
ways. One trouble lias been that a great
inany charters have beemi sctured for the
purpose of charteranongering and %vithout
:uîî intention of building ic jýropnsed
road.

The wiîter tiîne is the scasom' %vlmeî the
assurances of railway construction are
Usually muade to the publie, and tlmn scheffle
gradually flattons out as the time for ho.
ginning construction draws near. The
prescrit is also the tine of year wvhen a
large nusqber of nicw railway scliemes are
broughit forward, "wîith every* assurancs,
of the early construction oi the roadl,"
but as soon as the charter lias been secured
froin Parliament or- thue local leaisiatures,
the public hear little more of thegent
îuiajority of these enterprises.

In view, therefore, of past experiences
iii the W~est, in thé, matterof railway coma-
struction, it wyjîj be necessary te use gri-at
caution- iii co-'sidering thc outlook for
railwvay construction during 1889. Put
niakzing evcry allowance for the failure of
a nuniber of railway scheaîes, there is
still good reason to believe tlîat the pres.
cnt year will be one of more than usual
activity iii railway constrtction in W~est-
ern Can.ada. lit fact, 1889 promises to
lbc the rnost active in this respect of any
year since 1882, in %vhich year the C.P.R.
Co. pus'ihcd tlîý main line of the great road
se rapîdly across the %'éstern plains.

lIn considcring the probable railway
construction for 1889, only thoso roads
wvhich are alrnobt certain to be pushed
ahead, wvill be tiken into account. In
Manmitoba we )lave flrst the îaew Manitoba
and ' *orthern Pacifie Comnpany, vhich is
certain to grcatly extend its systemn dur-
ing the coming season. The Portage ex-
tension of this rond, now graded, wvil
certainly be completeà nit an early ditte,

Lima adding ever 510 miles to the railway
miteage of the province, anal epening a
Cnan)petingcr lino te the important townmaU

l>'a.ola Prairie, as Wveil as afflording an
imml.p~id~atoutiet to the Mtanitoba

* Xotlmestraîliailvay. 'lYhe Brandon
ln111m10m of tlae N. P.&M systemni, now
unamder construction, is almost certain to
be built during; the comning seàsoîa. Thais
line wvill add 150 miles te the railway
nailcago of Manitoba, and will Yreatly
inecase rail way facilities te a great many
fariers in Manitoba, besides opening up
îîewv districts for more con venient settle-
ment It will add greatly te tli wvealth
cf the( province', by increasing the value
of farnmting land, nnd giving bettor ship-
ping facilities te a large secti6n cf counmtry.
'#itlî the Branîdon brancli of the M. & N.
P. Ry. conpleted, ail that portion of
Yanitoba soutla of the main uine of the
0. P. Rt, with the exception cf the extremne
southwestern corner, ivilI have excellent
rail wvy facilities. It la aIsequite probable
that thu Brandon branch cf the M. & 2T. P.
Ry. may be extended froni one te two
hundred amies wvestward fromi the point
whemre it turus nurtit to Brandon, into the
Souris River countrýy. It is te be lîoped
that this proposed extension may b;e Made.
Trhe roaà wouid penetrate a ricli farming
and coal dlistrict, already Wveil settled and
u.o% cntircly wvithiout railway fecilities.

whnt the C.PBy. Co. nîay do in Man-
itola next, season, is yet te be kznown, as
no annoumîcemnents have been made te the,
public. Tme only railw&y construction in
tlae provimnce which is. likely te be donc
by timis Comîpany Woula bc the extenision
wfvetward of eith.er tlie Gienboro or Del-
oraine bramnchmes, or perliaps both. Tlîo
time nllowed for the extension cf thèe.s
branches, according te the charter, lias ex-
pired, but charter restrictionsare of ne
moment se far as the C. P. R. is concerned,
for it only requires to. miake a denîand
upon the I)oininion Government te have
its charters reneowèd. Tlîat these two
branches were not extended westîvard
years ago, is a disgracc -te the Ottawa
Govcrnmient, whicli bas allowèd' the 0. P
I. Ce. te shuffle aleng fr9W!ýyear te year,
and put off the buildingWof Î reads fron.
one season te Ftmodier, îvhilc the settlers,
wlme werc premised the re-ad in 1882,
]lave been obhiged te suifer Il kinids of
privations, ewing te thue laek cf railway
facilities. It is quite probable, however,
that newv the Northern Pacifie is about te
invade the region, tha 0. P. I. will sÈur
up and extend its southwestern branches.

Thie noxt Maniitoba rond whldcl niay bc
consideretl is the NorLhwvest Cèntral.
This road lins hung, Cire for a, long time,
and it is difficuit, te imagine îvit them
cornpany niay do next scasoit. The cent-
pany now lias about 50 miles gradpd, ex*-
tendimîg northw'ei-tward fromi Brandoa.
It is tolerably safe te counit on the cein
pletien and opouiing of thid 50 mités, and
that is ail. Rumors are curreat tlîat tie
ronatt lite pushied vigorously next suîn.
nier, but se nîany statmnents in connec&ion
witlî this scherne )lave Pene fornôiig
titat little reliance can bc placed upont
diiemu. However, if the 50 miles now
.11 aded are completed and opierated, iL will
bc a grreat buîîctit to the province.

RegardJin- the Hudson's Bay railwAy,
iL is quite uncertain wliethier or net any-
thing- mny be donc this year in the direc-
tion of continuing construction. Sts&te.
ments Imave been made of late tlîat. the
road will be pushed ahead next summer,
but notliing said about tlais road will be
ba'lieved until it lias been accomplished.
Au attempt wvill probably be masde at the
approaching session of Parliament te se-
cure additional nid for the rond, and upon
dhe resuit of thi8 wvill largely depend the
inevenients made this year in the direc-
tien cf construction. As the Territories
wvould recei ve .greater proportiemiate bene-
fit froua the Gpening of the Hudsoa's Bay
rond than wveuld Manitoba, the Dominion
4ýjovernment is under more obligation te
assis', the road tlîaa is the Province of
Manitoba.

Aniother railway 'vhich is looked for-
,ward te by Manitobans is the Duluth aîîd
Wiinipe;. Repurts have coule frorn Du-
luth and St, Paul, te the eflect tliat the
rond will ha puslhed vigorously next sum-
nier. However, as the proposed lines of
this rond are prilncipally in the State of
Minneseta, and as the company building
tlîe rond is net a Canadian corporation,
nething nuthentie concerning the inten-
tions of the cempany is known. here. The
road nîay rcach Winnipeg in the near
future, but as it lias hîung tire for inany
years, it may yet be yoars before it reâches
Winnipeg. But nothing is more certain
than la the statement, thiat iii time Wia-
nipeg is bound te be connectedl with. Du-
luth by a short and direct line of railway.
The geogtaphy of tue country wvarr~ants
the stateinent.

In the territory east ef Manitoba and
west cf làke Superior, there is a possi.-
bilitý cf some i-ailway construcetioa being
done during 1889; The enly read .likel y
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