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the groat debt they had then .ncurred—
others propounded the sage policy of forcing
us into the union by na system of exclusive
duties, and others advocated a Customs
Zollverein with the samontentions.  Well
they have tried nll those and all have failed
totally and ridiculously,-apd. tho answer of
the * Dominion Board of “I'rade" nt its last
meeting, about o month ago, to i} thoso
blandishments bas beeu in effzct, to rocoms
mend n re‘imposition uf differential and dis
criminating duties againet manufactured
goods and importations from the United
States,which said restrictions hud been parti*
ally relaxed being found by experiencoe
most conduclve to Cznadian commercial
progperity-.

1o bave no inducements politically, com*
mercially, or morally. to enter into any alli-
anco whatever with the United States. We
can, as » people, gain nothing whatever
by it; nor can we learn anytling wo don’t
know ; our political destiny ends, and aims,
aro eseentinlly different; and our English
brothers may rest assured that if the courso
of events should cause us to drift out of the
British Empire, annexation to or amalgama-
tion with the States would be the last alter
native we gould seek.

If thera is an universal belief in angthing
amongst the Canadian people—it is in this
dogma—not that wo cither despise or aro
jealous of the Urited States, on thecontrary,
we lovo the people well, but are too near
neighbors to desire any cioser relationship.

Our conlemporary can set down tho pro-
pounderof the * Zollvercin' asa donkey:

¢ We seo that a proposal has been mnde
by a private member of the United States
Congress for tho establishment between
Canada and the United States of a system of
customs dutics founded on the same basis
as the German Z dlvercin. We cannotiora
mormeat supposo that the Canadian Govern-
ment will giva the slightest encouragement
to such a proposal.  We may remind our
readers that the principle on which the Zsl-
Iverein was based was the perfect equality
of taxation on the products, and importa-
tions of the scveral States that were parties
to thaoarrangement. Before such a system
could be adoptet between Canada and the
United States it is manifest that a similar
state of things must be brought about - that
the basis of taxation should be the same in
each country ; and here nrises the question,
How is this to be dono? Is the plan of
levelling up, or levelling down to boadop
ted? Is Canada to raise her taxesto the
United States standard, or is the United
States to reduce her scale to the Canadian
level? Wo may at onco discard the latter
solution of the question, for it is notat all
probable that tlio United States, burdened
with debt, would ever consent to place her
financial system on thio same footing as that
of Canada, which has comparatively littlo
debt. Is the otlier eolution, then, onowhich
recommends itsclf tothe favour of the people
of Canada ? In reply to that guestion wo will
only say that it would be monstrous that
Cannda stould be asked to adupt such a
system. Wo cannot believe sho will ever
consent, out of puro love to the United
States, to overlax ber owa cnergics nnd
adopt a protectivo system totally opposed

:10 tho Gnancial policy of the United King:
om.

¢ Thoarrangement which formerly existed
under the Reciprocity ‘'renty worked to the
sntisfuction of both parties. Under it the
United States receivod from Cdnada just
those articles which sho most requireds while,
on tho other hand, Canada tas in'like man-
ner benefitted in being able to obtain ma*
chinery and mechanical appliances in tho
manufacture of swhich the United Status
excelled. In an cvil bour, liowever, the
United States, urged thereto not by the
dictates of finaucial ..ence, but rather by
feclings of political rancour and distrust
welling up out of the civil war, put an end
to that treaty. Stnce then the attempts to
frame another treaty upon the same prin-
cipie have signally failed. A few months
since, while yot the late Canadian Adminis*
tration was in office, it was hoped that tho
treaty would have been renewed 5 but, un:
fortunately, all the eftorts of Sir John Mac:
dousld in that direction proved fiuitless, and
hence tho continuance of a state of things
which gives riso to constant irritation on
both sides. 1lere wo have n long line of
frontier, on one sile of which reigus Pro
tection,on tho otherside FreoTndo. Under
the one all duties are high, under the other
they aro merely trivial, and henco there is
such an inducement held out to smuggling
that the lawless caunot resist.  However
dosirable it may be that such a state of
things were brought to an end. it is impos:
sible it could be done by such a contrivance
as a Zollverein.  We shall watch with in*
terest the course of public opinion in the
discussion of this question.  Wo hope that
the good sense of the Canadian Government
will prevent its giving either countenace or
support to such a proposal.’’
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A rriexp has sent us the following item
of news, which we have mwuch pleasure in
publishing—as it pays a just tribute to the
worth of Lt. Col. D.R. Jaco, the present
popular Assistant Inspector of Artillery for
the Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotin, and regret that these Provinces are
shortly to be depriveid of lus valuable ser-
vices :—

Iven.—Tho shortly intended removal {o
Englaud of Lt. Col. D. R. Jago. the present
Assistant lnspector of Artillery for Now
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, is vary much
rogretted by tho officers of the New Bruns.
wick Artillery. Since his association with
the artillery of New Brunswick, some years
previous to Confederation, first as Deputy
Adjutant General of Artitlery, aud more re-
cently as Assistant Inspector for New Brung
wick avd Nova Scotia, he has manifested 8
kindly inlerest in the corps and bas endea-
voured 1n every way toimproveit in all
that pertained to that branch of the military
service. ‘Thsat his exertions to that end
have not been without avail, the present
eflicient state of tho New Brunswick Artil
lery is amplo proof. ‘The Now Brunswick
Brigado Garrison Artillery claim to be un-
surpassed, if not unequalled nmong the
arullery oi the Dominion in the working
and service of heavy guns. and cspecially
in target practice with that nature of orda-
auce.

 ArTiveeRy.”?

During the reign of the present Caar,
Russia has gained 35 347 square miles of
territory and 22,516,000 souls in population,
and reduced the national debt by 50 0%0,)

roubles.

Oun readers will bo interested in the ac~
count of the first of those great devastating
fires which has swopt this country within
the iast helf century. We have copied it
from tho Charlolletoon Examiner, as it gives
a graphic picture of the fearful visitation
known as the * Miramichi fires,”” which deo-
vastated and destroyed a large amouat ofour
most valuablo forest timber, as well .88
caused fearful less of life. It will be seen
that it boro a closa resemblance to late visi-
tations of its class here.

. Parliamentary.

Orrawa, Fob. 28.

Hon. Mr. Blake introduced a bill to make
further provision 1n regard to the Supremo
and Exchequer Court of Canadn. Ifeox.
plnined that the bill made provisions for
taking evidenco by Commission in vatious
parts out of Canada,and furnished machinery
to carry out the object. It also gavo the
Court tho power, to be exercised at its dis-
cretion, to take the testimony of persons
residing withun its jurisdiction at.a place
other than the Court. ‘I'he measure alco
placed the Crown, in Eschequer cases, in
the same position as the subjects of each
Province inregard to imprisonment for debt.
The bill was read the first time;

Mr Cimon asked whelher. inasmuch as
the Government last year remitted to-the
Northern Reilwvay Company of C.nadaa sum
of more than two million dollars, owing by
that company to the Government of Canada,
and also granted a considerable subsidy to
the Canada Central Railway, in view of its
extension from Douglas to the eastern ter

minus of the Cavada Pacific Railway, it is
their intention to ask this House to consent
to n grant in aid of the railways of the Pro-
vince of Quebec,

Hon. Mr. 3ackenzio said it was entirely
contrary to rules to anawer questions
couched this way. If tho question was
put in & simple manner he would anawer it,
but he declined to do so in its present
shape.

Mr. Rouleau asked tho Government who-
ther it was their intention to continue the
payment of tho pension to the families of
veterans of 1812, who have died sincea grant
was voted for that purpose. The Hon. Mr.
Vail replied that it was not their intention
to do so. .

In ans~er to Mr. Frechette, the Hon. Mr.
Vail said there still remnined a number,
perhaps twenty or thirty, militia mea of
1812, who had sent in their claims to pen-
sions. ‘They were being considered and
would prob.bly bé paid after the-first Jusy.

Mr. Youug moved for a statement showing
what steps had been taken by tho Govern
ment touching tho openming up of reguler
steam communication between Canada and
the British and Forcign West Indies. Ho
said it was not his intention so much to
obtan the papers as o draw attention to
tho importance of this subject, He eaid
that before Confederation a commission was
sent 10 enquire into this matter, but nothiog
had resuited from tho commissicz.
sorry to siy that the trado with theso Is-
lands, and it was 2 most valuable one, bad
not expanded,  Sinco 1872 our total trade,

M2 -

exporis and imposts, bad been $24,934,431.
In 1872 1t had been $6.773973; in 1873,
£5,963,924; in 1874, £6.006,624; in 1875,
£6,139,910. OQur trado had remained sta
tionary, ho supposed, because our vessels
did not obtain suflicicnt return cargocs,



