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s« Unbribed, unbought, our swords we draw,
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OITAWA, TUESDAY, JU\ID "3 1874,

To ConrresroNpeNTs.—Letters addressed to
oithor the Editor or Publislier, as well as
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-pid.  Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that one end
ol the envelope should be loft open, and
at the corner the words ** Printer’s copy "
aritten and a ¢wo or five cent stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the communica-
tion) pliced thereon will pay the postags

gy~ Liewt. J. B. VinTer, of Vicloria, is
our authorised Agent for Vancouver lstand,

" British Columbia. As is also Captain I, V.,
Eoxoxps for New Westminster and adjicent
country.

We again refer to Colonel Frercuers's valua-
blerepori on the Military Academy at West
Point, United States,with the full assurance
that he has rendared the cuuutry o great
public service, in placing before 1t 1n such.a
concige form the details of the organization
of that celebrated military school.  As we
are abouttoestablish a similar institution the
knowledge collected and reviewed in his
usual happy manner is most valuable, and
vary few readers will differ in opinion with
him as to tha course Canada should pursue
under the circumstances, while everything
really practical and valuablo in the organiza
tion, manngement, cowmse of training wud
education at West Puint ghould be copred
with such modificativns us suit our social
condition, cverything not necessary for
totally different military organization should
bo left out. Col.FLrwcuen hus cffered o valug
ble suggestion respecung thre tratngug of
Canadian cadete,—aft:r their col.ege courze

has beon completed by servico in the Impor-
fnl Arviny,—uttoh » course i3 nol ouily einlnent
ly practieal and worlhy sorious attention,
but it must, in tho very nature of things, bo
the proper mode of employing thoso gentle-
men who will devote their falents to the

0 | noblest of all professsions.

Wo should then have the advantage of

o7 | possessiug officers who had seen actual ser-

vico~-men trained in tho peculinrities ol
their own couatry and climate with a practi
cal knowledge of the,Avt of War acquired
under other conditions, but still availuble
under the application of general principles,

Iy another page will be found an
nrticle from the Toronto Muil of the 5th
June, entitled * Expedition to the North
West,”” which will rather astonish most of
our renders, Tho organization of tho
Aounted Police has been going on for overn
year, and the establishment of those 500
outlaws, with their sevenfeen shooter Spencer
cirbines and six pieces ofurtillery,are cutire
ly novel features in tho reasnns why thal
forco was called into existonce. Tho late
Adjatunt General,Colone! P.RopenTtsox Ross,
in Lis report for 1872, after making the
overluad journey advised the organizition of
a corps of mounled riflemen to prevent the
evilsarising lrom theinflux of whiskey traders
and the occasional forays of Indians from
the United States'border as well as to afford
protection to settlers and gold diggers on
the Saskatchewan, but certainly an expedi.
tion of the churacter pninted out by thelMail
was not then contemplated, and we cannot
conceive what reasons could have governed
the authorities to keep 1t 2 profound secret
ull now, or by what means they effected
that very desirable object as the eanterprising
and ubiquitious reporter knows at once,
not only what has happened, but also that
which is never likely to occur, If the cases
what has been detailed by the Aail, tho ex-
pedition should be fully as large as that sent
out under Sir GaryeT WoLSELY, 35 the affair
is by far more serious; and as that gallant
officer won his knightly spurs on that ocea-
sion it i3 to bo hoped that a peerage at least
will await the success of Lieutenant Colouel
Frexca, as he has by far tho most difficult
and dangerous service to perform with one-
fourth of the force required to put down the
thirty odd bull hunters thut held Furu
Garry in 1870.

As to the composition of the force consti-
tuting the Mounted Polico therd can be ne
question but it is probably the very best as
respects oflicers and men ever organmized 1
Canada,or hikely in any other country, OQur
advocacy of the volunteer principle on our
military organization was founded in the
kuoowledgo that it would bring out the best
element in our population,and the mounted
police shows the truth of the asserted fuct,
Moreover, the officers of the force are all
men of experience, Colonel Frraen is well |
known as an artillery officer of superior at.

tainmonts and ability, Col.MaoLkop was Bii.
gudo Mnjor to the tted River Expodition,and
amongst the Sub Inspectors there are men
who have held high commanids in that force,
We cannot,however,exult with the Mailin the
policy which called the force into existence,
Lirst, because the namo or designalion is a
misnomer ; secondly,because the number of
ofticers nnd men have been fixod by arbitrary
rule, or rather law, beyond which it cannot
be expanded without sotting legislative nu.
thority at defiance, and the interests of tho
country may at nny time demwnd suen
oxpansion ; thirdly, becanso the force is not
under martial faw, and without ‘the control
of the military authorities of the Dominion.
‘Tho name of mounted police will convoy to
the desperadoes about the Belly River tho
idea of a lov of sixth-ward constables led on
by a Steve B.anch or u Matsell. ¢
they are of the stuff so vividly painted ny
the irtopressible reporter nnd under tolera-
ble conmunand, they will be cettainly capable
of cutting out more work for Col. Fresen's
force than it will be capable of managing. 1t
they huve been ablo to surprise a do
tachment sufficient to man six field pleces,
they will likely be able to deal with a
det«chment of United States' troops equal
to the mounted police—for it is ovident not
more than fiwo huadred of the lattor will be
available for nctive operations,  As a mere
pieco of policy (if anytlung hike what the
Mail points out is true) a detachment of the
Active Militin at leust 600 strong should
linve been sent to the North West, and (he
force organized for service there should have
Leen known as soldiers,not as constables in
scarlet.

As it is presumed that dismissal from the
force is tho only punishment which can be
inflicted, t e impolicy of sending men ket
together by no other tiethan thi+,ona distans
as well as dangerous expedition, is evident
ThelrishConstabulary after which they were
modelled was a purely local fores, better pad
than the regular sollier with duties of a
strictly civil character to perform and was
never sent or ment to be seat on a dis-
tant or dangerous expodition. This questin
of discipline is the wesk point of the
Mounted Police aud will g5 fur to neutr.liza
the taient and energy of its officers. M isses
of men cannot be held together by a mere
moral tie, Power necessary to coercion will
produce and enforce discipline without which
nothing can bo elfected in a military pomtof
view. The organizition of the mountd
police was a comptomise and conc- s«ien to
the purely mercantile element in the Con-
mons, and as & consequence is a blunder,
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Tag following lotter on tho importan
subjzct of ¥ Heavy Guns,” is tuken from tbe

United States Army and NavyJournal of 9%

jMay, its practical value is ensily uudersiool

jand thero ean be no woube 21 us applicaus
m land batteries,



