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The Presbyterian Review:.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.

Lxssos IL—~Jksts Tearrkn. -~Jas, 9.
(Matt, v 2 1-11.)

GorLnky TrxT~-* For in that 1le Himeel! hath suffered, being
tempted, lle is able to succor them that are tempted.””—leb
ii. 18,

Tk Asp Prack.—About Jan. A, 27, Probably Monut
Quurantance, between Jernsalem and the river Jordan, south of
Jericho.

Lissox Ovriayy —I, The Temptation of Hanger, 1.4, II, The
Temptation of Presumption, 5 7. 111, The Tempiation of Ambi-
tion, 811,

Istronverion—The events of the present lesson followed im-
mediately after Jesus' baptism by John.

Verse ny Verse—1, * Then,"—Immeldiatelyalter tis baptism.
* Led up of the Spirit.”"—By the lHoly Spirit. * Wilderness.”'—
See  Place.”* ¢ Tempted.""—To be tried or proved. ** The Devil.”
—S5atan, the greas adversary of Ged and man.

2 ¢ Fagted.” --Abstained from food. ** A hungered *—\Very
haogry.

3. *The tempter.'’~50 called bacsuse ho is always tryiog to
tempt man to sin.

4. It ie written.''—Daet, viii. 3.

5. ** A pinnacle of the temple.”—Bupposed to have been Iieroa’s
royal porlico, overbangiog the valley three hundred feet from the
ground.

6. **Uaet thyselt down."—lle would thus ebhow His mighty
power as the Son of G-d. ** It is written.”—['aa. xci. 11.

7. ¢ ltic written again.” Deut vi 16. ** Temps the Lioed.” —
To trifl » with His promises, to treat His word ligbtly.

8. ‘‘ Au exceeding bigh monntain.”—In reality or in vision
Jeaus was shown the kingdoms of the earth.

o, Will I give Thee.”—DPermit Him to reign over themn with-:
out opposition.

10. *¢ It is written."'—Deaut. vi. 13

11. ¢ Apgele."—Spiritasl beioge, servants o! God, doiog His
biddiog. * Ministered unto Him."' ~Some soprose they supplied
him with food, others that they gave Him spiritanl companionehip.

Trovaurs.—The time of tempiation was a period of physica)
woakness. Forty days of struggle might sesm enough to prove to
Natan his failure in attempting to overthruw the Saviour and tura
Hum from carrying out His full mission for the world. Yet emade
s bold attempt when the budy was weak, and when naturo was
demanding food, to see if posnbly he might through ** the flesh ™
deceivo and overthirow the firm reliaace in the Father’s care which
Jesus exhibited. This temptation came also at the very commence-
ment of Hie holy enterprise. 1t followed ddirectly upon His anoint-
ing received at Hishaptism. Hefore He publicly proclaimed Him-
sclf the Mess:ah, He was subjccted to those severe temptations
which now sometirmes confront tho duciples of Jesus. These assaults
vamein the absesice of human friends, who might liave been a support
or have rejoiced when He triumphed. Alone He met the cruel
caemy and conijuered him.

The place of temptation was the wiiderncas around, and bunger
within. The dreary loneliness, amid physical weakoess, was the
plece where Satan saw hisopportunity. How little consequence the
descent of the Holy Spirit aud the voice frem heaven, which were
given at His baptism, would be, if now Satan might prevent His
career of self.denial, humility and good works.  1f he could but turn
Him from makingatonement on the cross by His death and sufferiog,
and inatead cause Ham to follow on to suit the wishes of carnal men
and establish a powerful temporal kingdom, his ends would be et
The place to do this cruel work was there in the desert loncliness,
and before {arther steps were taken.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY REALINGS,

First Day—Joeue tempted. Matt. iv. 1.11,

Second Day—'* 1n the wilderness . . . with the wild beaste. ™
Third Dey—" Forty days tempted of the devil."

Fourth Day—* Able to succer them thiat are tempted, ™

Fifth Day—* In all foiots tempted like as we are.”

Sixth Day—* Reeiot the devil, and he will fee.”

PRavER MxRuy - Tore, Jan. U—Ork TENrTATIONS AND TIH IR

oNgURT. Heb, v, 1 10,

TOPIC THOUGHTS.
A templation entertained is hall.victoriove.

Thece must be desire in the mind before there can be deed in
the life.

651

The armor of anselfishiness 19 invuluernble,

All are tempted, but none need yield. Our worst tempiations
are, aftor all, but common temptations, and such as Christ con.
juered.

Satau cannot make his home in the hourt where dwell thoughts
of Christ.

To be busy is to be out of the reach of halt of sin’s shafts.

‘I'o remember Christ’s example is to be rewarded by Christ’a
victory.

Tho Holy Spiris s near, eager to help, when any of CGod's
children are in danger of sin.

\We are too mach on the delensive,
aguressive are tempted least,

Those who are most

SEVEN TRUTHS ABOUT TEMPTATION.
BY MRV, WILLIAM T. GUNN.

There are four things abous temptation that we need to learn.

Firet, * Tempsation is not ein’—auntil we yield to it. Christ
was *‘ tempted like as we are, yet without sin,” The great cnemy
loves 30 trap us this way. He sends evil thunghts to us, and then
tries to porsuade and disoourusie by getting ns to say to ourselver,
¢« How sinfol our hearts must be to have such evil thonghte!”
Heware of ever letting him lead you into Despair’s Castle in this
needlesa way. If we hate and pat from us the evil thoughts he
sende, we are not sinning, but growing in grace.

Seocond, ¢ Temptation is not defeas.”’—To see an enemy is not
to be beaten by him. Yet bow many of our temptations—quiok
temper, sharp speech, slothlulness—we sarrender 10 at onoe, oay-
ing: ** It'e my oature. 1can't help is!' Shame on ue, to give
up witnond & struggle. ** Don’t give up the ship ** withouta batle.
** Resst the devil, and he will dee from you.”

Third, * Temptation iz opportunity.”—The letter Y was in
olden tires regarded as a sacred letter, because its stem represent.
ed the path o! life, dividing constantly iuto two branches,—the way
of good and the way of evil. Temptation isopportnpity. We may
choose the svil way and depart from God, or we may chooee the
tight road and desw nearer to him than we were betore.

Fourth, ** Temptation is God’s gymossium”—-for she exercise
and development of the scul. (ns gymoasium the teacher oare.
fully examines every student, and then sets him at the exercise
which will develop the mutcles that are weak. Just so, only with
infinitely more Jove and wisdom, doee our heavenly Fatber know
our needs, and allow us o come into contact daily with thoee
specin] temptations by resisting which in His strength we shall
best develop into the * perfeot man, nnto the measure of the stature
of the falness of Chriet.”* He will not sufler us to be * tempted
abova that weare able,” bat as our days and their nced, 20 shall
our strer gth be.

Thas do ws leara what James meant when he said, “Count it
all joy when ye ta'l into divers tempiations.’ ¢ Fall ioto "' ~not
run into:” for we are not to seek them, but to pray humbly,
** Lead us not into temptation.” Now, knowiog these four things,
wo avk oareelves thres questions:—

Firat, * How ahsll we know tempiation when it comes ?

The snswer is, 8y companionship with Jesus. The Comrades of
the Qaiet Honrwill have hittle traable here,eepecially if, as Dr. Clatk
advisee, we ** practice the preeence of (God.” Imagine that Jesus
were with you as a Friond by your side, with 1is eyes upon you,
—wocldyoudoit? Remember, this in no imagination, but reality.
ile is by cur side. 1llie eyes do mee, ard His ears do hear us.

Second, ** How shall we meet tempuition when we know it?

And our firet answer must be, With Christ. When we can have
Him with as to \Whom *all power 1n heaven and in earth * be
loogs, how foolinh to fight alone! 1le hath * been tempted in all
pointa like a8 we are,” and as wo resist temptation, we shall Sod
every victory brioging us into a deeper trust in ilim.

Baut cur stoozd answer is, Not oply skoold wemeet lomptation
** with Christ,” bat "like Christ.” And how wasthat? By prayer,
carnest sud colitszy prayer. Ramember Gethsomane. Alio, by
Iaying up in oor hewct (iod’e word, the wonderfal sword of tbe
Spitit. Remember the temptation ia the wilderness, and the re-
pested ** s ie written.™

Third, ** \Whon shall we meet temptation?

1 cannot tell when my eaemy will coras sgainst me, but 1 can
tell wheiher 1 shall march aguinst him at onoe or wait till he has
choeen a ood position and fortifod himael! stroogly. We need
to criah temnplation a8 eoon m# we see it, take it by surprise, and
Rive it no quarter. Do not dally with it one inatant.

Yvil is a weed thas grows «uickly, woree than pusley, which is
8sid 2o grow from & single soed toa pant cepsble o! ripening
120,000 ¢ocds io one ahott summer 5o, for the love of the Master
and your owa safety, meet the temptation at onoe, and craeh it
before it has time to prow. — Chinsfian Endeavor World.




