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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1889

THE PRESBYTERIAN NEWS
CO., TORONTO, (Ltd )
URSUANT to notice, a Special
General Meeting of the share-
holders of the Preshytetian News Com-
pany, Toronto, Limited, called for the
purposc of considering the propriety of
applying to Government for an amend-
ment to the Charter of the Company,
authonzing the Company to catry on a
general book-binding, hook-seling and
stationery business, was held on Wed-
nesday, the 3rd inst, in the offices of
William Mortimer Clatk, Esq., Presi-
dent of the Company.

Mr. Clark occupied the chair and
Mr Geo. H Robiason acted as Secre:
tary.

There waz a good attendance of
the sharcholders, there being presen,
amongst others Revs James Middle-
miss, D D, FElora, John, Lang, D.D,
Dundas, W. D. Armstrong, M A,
Ph.D,, Ottawa; John Somerville, M.A.,,
Owen Sound ; . M. Parsons, D.D,
Toronto; D. J. Macdonnell, B.D,
Toronto, D McTawish, M.A, D.Sc,
Toronto, Robert Leask, Toronto, W.
McKinley, Toronto; and Hamilton Cas-
sells, Esq, M.A,, John Leys, jr., Esq.,
Torento; John Kay, Esq., Toronto;
James Murray, Esq., Toronto; John
M. Martin, Esq.,, F.I.A.,, Auditor of
the Company, Toronto, etc., ete., ete,

The Secretary reported the receipt
of letters from a number of the shars.
holders unable to be present at the
meeting, expressing themselves inhearty
sympathy with the movement,

Al'ar heaning the statements and ex
planations -of ‘the Auditor, and after
full discussion in which many of those
present took part, the following resolu-
ton was unammously and bheartily
adopted s=—

“That an application be "made to
the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario in
Council; for the issue of Supplementary
Letters Patent, extending the powers of
the Company so asto enable them to
engagein a general book-binding, Yook
selling and stationery business.”

It will be a matter of interest and
satisfaction to the readers of Tie PrEs.
BYTERIAR REVIEW to learn that of the
amount of new- capital considered by
the Directors sufficient to carry on the
business efficiently, the Manager was, at
the close of the meeting, able to report
more than one-half had been applied
for. The remainder is being rapidly
taken up,

In the opinion of the Directors and
the meeting the extension of the
Company's business is likely not only
to be of great service to the Chureh,
L't & source of fair profit also to the
sharcholders.

Appheations for stock tn shares of
$10 (ten dollars) cach, payable ten per
cent on aliotment and ten per cent
every two months thereafter, if required,
until the whole amount be paid, may
be made to Mr Geo. H Robimson,
Managing Ditector ; if by letter, to Box

~ vmw, & B b S T -—tp s
A -

25037, l'oronto, or personally, at the
Cifices of the Company, 26 & 23 [ront
Strect West, Toronto,

It w confidentiy expected thet all
arrangements fur ontunog upon this
new business will be complited at an

carly day.

T will be remombered that the Gen-
I ¢ral Assembly, in June last, acting
upen the suggestion of the Foreiga
Mission Committee, endorsed the Col:
lege work already begun ia Indere and
recommended it to the support and
sympathy of the Chureh,  The resolu-
tion adopted by the Committee may be
found in their Report to the Assembly
(Minutes App. v . 33), and 13 as fol-
'OWE tree

That in view of the circumstances ander
which the College classes at Indore wege
opened in affiliation with the University of

alcutta and the importance of higher edu.a
ton in the hands of Chuistian men as a means
of leading the heathen to the knowledpe of
Christ, the Committee having anew conndered
*he question of continuing the College classey,
do resolve to proceed with the Cullege work
already begun at Indoze.

The resolution unanimously adopted
by the Assembly was as follows, (Min.
ltes p. 40) i—

The General Assembly recommends to the
liberality of the Church the High School and
College work committed to Mr, Wilkie, and
trusts that all necessary 2id will be given him
in his endeavouts to raise funds to enable him
to procure buildings requisite for the efficient
carsying on of bis work,

As is known to our readers, Mr,
Wilkie has, with his accustomed energy,
devoted himself since the mecting of
Astembly, to the task of nising the
amount required for the proper equip-
ment of the College, namely, $to,000.
In the places he has been able to sisit
he has met with more or less encourage-
mént ; but, from 3 vatiety of circum-
stances, he now finds himself at the time
when he had planned to return to India,
with the task accomplished only in part,
The ressons for this failuce are bricfly,
the physical impossibility of visiting any
latge number of the congregations in
a short time, the absence from home
during the summer months of many
who are mterested in Foreign Mission
work, the claims of other Schemes of
the Church, and the extensive building
operations of many charges which tax
the liberality of members and adherents
to the utmost. Add to this, there is
still, notwithstanding the diffusion of
missionary literature and the informa-
tion disseminated from the pulpit and
the platform, in very many quarters,
dense ignorance respecting the opera.
tions of the Church at ‘home and
abroad and corresponding lack of
interest insmissionary ¢ffort and>sym-
pathy with those most earnestly engaged
w promating it. In some quarters
also, there would appear to be a disposi-
tion on the part of ministers and office-
bearers—to their shame be it said—to
confine the exercise of their liberality
to their own congregational enterprises
exclusively, as if they had no lot or part
in the general work of the Church.
Indeed, we have heard of one minister,
who, having allowed the missionary the
use of his pulpit, took occasion at the
close of his address to assure him that
while he and lis people wete in iym.
pathy with thé scheme he would neither
give him the names of ‘his-people nor
assist bim In ‘the canvisy, as iy 1we)
about 1o erect @ neib.chuveh edifice! But
notwithstanding all such drawbacks
there is nb doubt that'Mr. Wilkie would
be entirely successful in raising the
tiecessary funds, if -he had the time- at
his disposal 1o visit 2 large number of
the congregations in person. Thetime,
bowever, has come when the interests
of his special work in India require his
presence there. It seems, therefore,
that there are only two courses open to
him -+ cither to return to India without
having secured the funds, or to remain
in Canada until such time as they are
raised, if they cannot he raised without
him,

In the circumstances; and especially
as Mr, Wilkie has now been absent a
considerable time from his field and is
most anxivus to return, would it not
be well for the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee to assume the duty of raising
this fund, and next year place whatever
amount roay be required for the Col-
lege in the estimates for India? We
fall to sec any good reason for impos.
ing upon any of our missionaries home
on furlough, the task of raising money
for the Schemes of the Church, If
the work is deemed necessary to be
done in the name of the Church, then
the Church, it would seem to us,
should asiume, through the prcper
Committee, the burdgn of providing
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MR. WILKIE'S WORK.

the ways and means for its nost eff-

cient accomplishment.  There can be
no objection to any person specially
interested ina scheme giving a large
measure of hix time and attention to
furthenng it ; but would it not bea mus
take to letethe scheme soffer by the
(abure, through no fault of ther own, of
thow most immedintcly conceined, to
r¢al o their expectations? We gay no-
thang heee of the mistake of requuring
missicnaricz on  fwilough to exhaust
thewr encrgies upon special work which
might just as well be done by others
not so much in need of rest.  In the
meantime, as the sum rcquired for the
College buitdings has not been placed
in the estimates, we would suggest hat
an organized effort be made at once w0
seeure the desired amount and telieve
Mr. Wilkie from any further anxiety
the matter.  Let a meeting of the To
ronto congregations be called, and a
local committee be formed to push the
matter to a svceessful conclusion, It
would be a shame i, afier the Comnut-
teeand the Assembly had endorsed the
continuance of the College work in
Indore, that work should be allowed to
languish or die through want of ade-
quate support, It would be more than
a shame, if after all Mr, Wilkie’s labours
in India, if after his tireless «fforts 1n
the interests of Mission work generally
while home on furlough, he shoutd be
compelled to return to his beloved field
of labour without the means to give
strength and efficiency to his work
there. We cannot believe that the
Church will prove indifferent to his
appeal or recreant to its duty in the
premises. But no time.is to be lost,
Something should be done and done
at once. We' trust that the Foreign
Mission Committee fow in session will
not adjoura without concerting meac-
ures to mike the .College a complete
success,

DEATH OF REV, DR.
SOMERVILLE,

LATE British exchanges bring the

news of the death on the 18th ult.
athisresidence, Southpark Terrace, Hall-
head, Scotland, of. Rev, A, N, Somer-
ville, D.D.,-in the 77th year of his age,
only a few weeks after that of his life-
lorg friend, Rev. Dr, Horatius Bonar.
Though Dr. Somerville had attained
the age allotted to man the announce-
ment of his death has come a3 a sur
prise to his many friends in Scotland
and far beyond her borders. Until
his death was announced it was not
even knowu that he had been ill. In-
deed, ht: can scarely be sald to have
suffercd any illness. The two or three
weeks immediately preceeding  his

good health. On the Friday he did
not feel so well as usual but, as welearn
from the Herald;the symptoms so far
dissappearzd that he was able to make
the journey to Glasgow on Tuesday.
The day before his death there was
nothing in his condition to cause anx-
iety. He did not get out of bed but
was able to converse freely with the
members of his family, and s0 unsus-
pected was the approach of death that
almost the last words the venerable
Doctor uttered were of & jocuiar chas-
acter. He was suddenly seized with a
pain in the region of the heart, and
died in the arms of one of his
sons,  After a life of singular devoted-
tiess to the ministry of the Gospel, and
a unique career of usefulness in every
quarter of the world, Dr, Somerville
thus passed peaccfully away at the ma.
ture age of 76 years, but still, it may
be said, in the midst of kis activity,

Dr. Somerville was personally well
known to many of our readers, baving
visited Canada twice, first in 1845 as a
delegate from the Free Church Assem-
bly, when be made astay extending avér
five months in which he visited many
of our chief towos, and again in 1876
when, besides fulfillinga commission as
representative of the Assembly at the
Pan-Presbytetian Council in Philadel.
phia, e made an extensive evangelistic
tour through the Dominion. It is also
known to many of our readers that his
youngest daughter Mrs. General Keer
was until recently a resident of this city.

We hope to be able to give, atan early
day, a portrzit of Dr. Somerville with
asketch of hislife. In the mcantime
1t may justly be said that in his death
oncof the most santly characters of
the present age and one of the grestest
ormaments of the Prestyterian Church
has passed away.

Boru the Home and the Foreign
Mission Committees of the Church
are in session in this city, this week
and much business of importance is

being trantacted,

death, he spent at Kirn in his ordinary |

EDITORIAL NOTES,

Sunprn death has come into the
home of one of our ministers, Rev, Dy,
Mw Rae, St Joho, N.B, and in a way
that makes one shudder at the fiendish .
wickedriess of the perpetrator, and ex.
cttes the deepest symypathy for the be.
taved family.  On Wedneeday morn.
ing, of last week, asxelated in the press
dispatches, the postman delivered to
Rev Ir MrRac's house a smail parcet,

which, on being opencd, was found to
contain & few gum drops, Mis. M-
Rae ate some of the candies and shortly
afterwards she was seized with convyl-
sions and dicd in a few minutes, Her
symptoms and the condition after death
indieated strychnine poison. 'The re-
maming pieces were examined by an
analyst and crystals of this poison were
found in them. A similar parcel was
delivered at the residence of Rev,
Thotnas Deinstadt, a Methodist minis-
ter, but Mrs. Dcinstadt had some sus-
picion conceming the candy and did
nat partake of them ner give any to her
child, who begged for some. Rev. J.
Sayres, of 5t. John's Episcopal church,
also received a package. He tasted a
piece of the candy, and finding it bitter
spit it out and took the parcel to a
neighbouring doctor, whq, pronounced
the bitter stnff” strychnine. This dia
bolical plot to destroy three highly
respected clergymen and their famihes
has created great excitement in the city
of St. John and throughout the country,
At the time of his wilte's tragic death
Dr. McRae was absent in attendance at
the meeting of the Synod of the Mari-
time Provinces, in Pictou. He will
have the deepest sympathy of the
Church in the terrible event. Itisto
be hoped that no effort will be spared to
bring the perpetrators of this atrocious
crime 1o punishment. The poisoning
of Mrs. McRae recalis the Galt poison-
ing case of a few months ago, and sug.
gests the unpleasant thought that the
failure to discover the perpetrator of
that foul deed has emboldened another,
or the same party, to attempt a similar
cnime on a still more extensiva scale,

Two of the Quebec Presbyteries
have already pronounced upon the ac.
tion of the Protestant Committee of the
Council of Public Instruction in re.
commending the acceptance of the
$60,co0 bribe, offcred in the Jesuits’
Estates Bill. The resolution of the
Presbytery of Quebec will be found in
repott of Presbytery on another page,
Following is the resolution adopted at
the meeting of the Presbytery of
Montreal last week :—

With m-gct to the rcﬁorted action of the
Protestant Committee of the Council of Publie
Instruction regarding the Jesuits’ Estates Act
and the acceptance of the $60,000 offered to the
Protestants, the Presbytery protests against the
action ol the Commuttee as upjustifiable becanse
acquieseing in the ﬂim’?ﬂe of said Act, and as
dangercus to the best [nterests of education,
and especiatly to the institutions that mag be
made to participate in the tevenue derived
from sald sum,

The Presbytery of Ottaws, which in-
cludes many congregationsin Quebes,
may be trusted to give the same sound.
If it is disappointingto find some covet,
ous souls in Quebec, of whom better
things might have been expected, hop
ing to share in the spoils by becoming
partakers of the Jesuit iniquity, it is, on
the other hand, cheering to note that
our Church Courts are alive tothe dan-
gers that are sure to arise. from joining
hands therein. Let the Protestant
Samson remember that he cannot rest
his head in the lap ofthe Jesuit Delilah
without incurring the just punishment
of weakness, blindness and death,

WE cccasionally notice in some of
our éxchanges gentle reminders to
those in arrears” significant of the fact,
that their publishers have not yet solved
the irksome problem of how to supply
gratis, to any considerable number of
subscribers, sheets which 'weekly in.
volve great iabour and expense in their
production. Perhaps to the infinite dis-
appointment of a certain class of
readers, to be found almost everywhere,

in the meantime, publishers might find,
among other reasons for ‘toubling this
sort of patron, & fresh warrant in the
severe logic of a certain Mr, Peech, who
figurcs in the following brief tale which
we find in 2n Ameriean newspaper :

The Rev. Dr. Satton once said to the late
Mr, Peech, a veterinary surgeon,

“ Mr, Petch, how is it you have not called
upon me for your account "

0, suid Mr Peech, ** Inever ask s gen-
tleman for money,”

*Indecd 2 ™ sald the viear, % then how do
you ﬁel on if he doesn’t pay?”

“\Why," eeplied Mr, Peech, **after & cee
taintime I conclude that he isnot a gentleman,
and then I ask him 7'

addrersed #Rev. Donald McRae, City,” | 1

that'problem may never be solved, but, |

unusual Jnterest,  The addresses of
the lecturer of ihe day, Rev. Prof,
MacLaren, and of the Reverend Princis
pal being on toples of present interest,
will be widely perused £nd cannot fail
to have much jtilucnce upon contem.
porary thought ard action.

Literary Notices,

* CHrisTIAN Lvolutionsm and fts
nfluence on Religious Thought,” by
Prof. Dansel S, Marun, is caleulated to
find an extensive citcle of readers, from
the known ability of its avthor and the
masterly treatinent of histheme. The
paper gives marked cvidence of sareful
thoughl, and denotes familiazity with
the advanced thought of the age, It
cannot be read without genuine profit,
[Price 20 cente, Winur B, Kgr-
<Ay, Publisher, 71 Bible House, New
York,]

Seribner's for October containg an
exciting exploration article, in which
Joseph Themson describes his famous
Journey through equatorial Afiica; a
very practical paper on the best way to
improve the common roads of the
United States; another of the attrace
tive electric articles, showing modern
applications of clectricity to war, on
land and sca; the end of Stevenson's
great romance, * The Master of Ballan-
trae; ” an unconventional travel article
on Iceland ; the sccond instalment of
Harold Frederic’s romance of Colomal
New York ; with other interesting fic-
tion and poems. Most of these articles
are richly illustrated. l']CHAs. Scrip

— e ——— e

NERS & Sons, New York

The Treasury for Pastor and People
for October, 1889, announces that
twelve college presidents will write for
it durin(f the year on questions of cur-
rent and vital interest, and that other
noted writers will furnish conteibutions.
The Leading Thoughts of Sermons are
varied and supgestive.  Articles. of
great value are by Prof. Murphy on
“The Value of Emotion,”
Broadus on * Christian Giving,” by
Rev. A. H, Bushnell on “ Elements of
Successful Preaching,” by Rev. R
Glover on “ Faithful Bible Study,” by
Rev, Dr. Fuller on “The Revival in

“Lay Elements in Christian Work.”
Sir William Dawson, Principal of Mec-
Gill College, Montreal, furnishes an
article of great excellence on % The
Opponents of Chustianity. [E. B.
TreaT, New York.)

The Homilelic Review for October
well sustains the high reputation of this
ministers’ monthly.  The leading paper
is by Dr. Wayland Hoyt, being- the
cloting half of his masterly presentation
of his ideal Pansh Mtnister.  Prof.
Warfield, of Princeton, gives us a'paper
rich in thought’ entitled ¢ Flowers
Plucked from a Puntan Garden’ A
racy paper follows on * The value of
Wordsworth to the Preacher” W.C.
Conant treats with good taste and
judgment the timely subject of * Evan-
glicnl Ritual”  Prof. A, McClelland,

D, in “The Uses of Comparative
Religion,” sets forth in clear, vigorous
thought and diction, a subject ot the
utmost importance to the preacher. The
Sermons in this number—nine in all—
are mostly of & high order, and are by
Dis, Alex. Maclaren, C. H. Buckley,

ton, and others. Dr Swuckenberg's
tiibute to Prof. Christlieb will be read
with tender interest. [Funx & Wac
NALLS, New York.)

Tuk October issue of the Edlecticnow
before us is full of variety and interest.
The place of honour is givento *“Gou
nod's Views on Art and Ariists,” notes
of conversations taken by Mme. de
Bovet, full of, btightness and suggestion.
Canon Farrar, under the head ‘of the
“Nether Waild,” siudies low' life in
London, the cceasion being & book of
the above-named. title. A practical
article of importance is that'of Dr: Beh
rend in “The Diseases Caught from
Butchers' Meat,” and a paper which
also appeals to the current intetests of
the time is Mr. Paul'Neumann’s pre-
sentation of “The Case Against Cap-
ital Punishment,” which is made with
great ability, F, Legge is the author of
an entertaining paper on the new fad
tepreseuted by Mme. Blavatsky and
Col. Olcott, the attempt to revive the
ancient mysticism and natural magic of
the Hindoos.
advances views in his * Position of
Women Among the Early Christians,”
which, if not absolutely new, will vet
prove startling to the average reader.
The poems and short articles of the
number are of a high grade, and the
whole table of contents will be found
verykattractive. [E. R. PriroN, New
otk,

AMoxe Macmillan & Co's announce-
ments we find the following: A New
Volume of Poems by Lord Tennyson ;
A New Volume of Escays by Prof.
Huxley ; “The Elements of Politics,”
by Prof. Henry Sidgwick 3 “OnStyle:
with Other Studies in Literature,” by
Walter  Pater, * Royal Edinburgh.
her Saints, Kings, and Scholars,” by
Mtes. Oliphant, with 1llustrations by
George Reid; *Pen Drawing and 1en
Uraughtmanship,” by Mr. Joseph Pen-
nel), with photogravures and other illus-
trations ; “The Prg-Rthclitc Brother-
hood,” by W. Holman Humt, withiltus.
trations ; *Cults and Monuments of
Ancient Athens,” by Miss Janc Harri-

TheE report of the opening proceed-
ings of Knox Colicge will be found of

e PE fagews £ 4

Ty b

son and Mr«, A, W. Vearall, mith num-
erous illustrations; “A History of

T £

by Prof.{%

‘Turkey” and by Rev. XK. Shorlt on|c

Wallace Radcliffe, S. E. Herrick, Bos. |P"

Principal Doraldson | g

the Latter Roman Lwpite from Arcas
dius 10 Irne, AJD, 395:800," by John
B. Buwy; “The Devilopment “and
Character of Gothic Architecture,” by
I'rof, Charles H, Mocore, wi h illustra-
tons; * Fminent Women «f our
Times,” by Mrs, Faweett ) ** Letters of
Keats,” edited by Sidney Colvin; “1'he
Cridle of the Aiyans,” by G, H. Rene
dall; “'The Makers of Modern Italy &
Mazzmni Cavour, Ganbatd),” by J. A
R, Marrett, A new edition of Chancer’s
“Canterbury  TFales” by Me, Jobn
Saunders, assisted by Dr. Furnivall, is
promised shortly,

_ Chumbﬂﬂem;._

OUR THEOLOGICAL HALLS,.
KNOX COLLEGE,
OPFNING  EPARCISES.-=ADDRESS TV Rzv,

Pror, MacLARRN,=~THE ALUMAL Asto
CIATION, ETCyy BTC.

.’;6th Session of Knox College
elnesday afierncon, 4th nst,
ber was propitious, and s large
nuniber ¢f ladics and gentlemen assembled to
hear the openisg lecture,

Rev, Pnincipal Caven presided, and seated
with lum on the platform were Revs. Prof,
G:cgg. D, ¢ Prof, MacLaren, D.D.; Dr,
Proudloots R, ¥ Thompewon, WD, of the
Coltepe S1aif; Dr, Reid 3 Dr. Laing, Dundas 3
Dr. Middlemiss, Elora ; Chancellor MacVicar
MeMaster Uninenslty, Torontog [‘:lncipaf
Sheraton, Wyeliffe Co'lege, Toronto, Amongst
others present in the audience ware Revs, 1T,
M. Parsons, D.D.; D, j. Macdonnell, B.D,;
G, M, Milligan; DBr. McTavith: R. Wallace ;
R. P, McKay, MAg G E, Freeman ; Alea;
Giltay; W. A, Hunter, Mo Ads |0 Muteh, M Al
B Duncan : W, Miichell, M A.: S'uart Aches
son 3 W, McKinleys J.C Patersong Geo. Burn-
fields J.A. Macdonald; W, Burns, Agent of the
College, Teranto § Revs. Praf. McCurdy, Tor.
ontd Unlversity s Dr. Gray, Onillia; Df, Arme
strorg,Ottawa ; Dr, Mungo Fraser, Hamliton}
Dz, Fietcher, Hamilton ; T Somerville, M.A,,
Owen Sound; It N, Grant, U;:Ilua;{. Argo,
NorvaliR Haddow,B.A., Milton 3 T T, John-
son, York ; R.II, Aimham. Burliepton 3 D.C.
Ramsay, Londsboro’; W. Bennett, Peterboro'y
8, Carruthers, Kithwall 3 A, E. Doherty, Car-
luke ; J. MceMiilan, Wick ; W.S, McTavish, St
Georgey J. G. Shearer, Caledonia ; J. Abra
ham, Whilby ; J. Cumberland, Stella’; D. C,
Johauston, Beaverton; R M. Cralg, Ferpus ;

. D. McDoeald, Seafonth; J. MeKay,
Agincourt; R, Pettigrew, M.A., Glenmorris 3
S. I Eastman, Oshawa; J. W, Dell, New-
matket ; D. M. Beatue, Gobles; S, Young,
Clifford ; A. Menderson, Hyde Park, M.
Simpson, Binscarth, N.\V,T. "And Messrs, W,
Mortimer Clark 3 Prof, Loudon, Toronto
University § W, H. Frager, B.A., Uslversity
ollege 3 Daniel Clatk, M D)3 Jobn Caven,
M.D.; Andrew Jeffrey, Joseph Gabson, J. G,
Hume, M.A., Geo. H, Robinson, M.A,, ete.,
[ 1-)

The cxercises were begun with the singing
of Paalin xlvil, after which the Pelncis

4! read the Saiptore, 2 Cor, 1il,, and Rev.

t, Middlemiss led in prayer,

The Principal, havirg Intimated that he
would reserve any remarks he had 1o make to
a later stage in_the proceedings, called upon
Rev. Prof. MacLaren to deliver the openin
lecture, who, on arising, was receiveg wit
hearty applause. Dr. MacLaren’s subject was

THE UNITY OF THE CHURCIE AND CHUKCK
UxXjox,

Hetaldr There hassprung up In many quats
ters an earnest feeling {n favour of 1he reunion
of Chilstendom. Thoughtful persons readily
admit that the conditfon of the Christizn wor'd
isby no means satisfactory. ‘The numerous
divisions iy the visible Church, the frequent
conttovedsies ard Least barnings which ocenr
amorg Christian people, and the small pro-
Frcss made in the evangelization of the world,
ndicate that, in some way, full Justice has not
been done ta the Gospel aystem,
Eém"f' in the circumstances, that some have

¢n led to turn to the organle unlon of the
Churches of Christendem as & panacea for the
evils which are seen to exiat.

Thirty yesrs ago, there was orpanized in
England, 2n * Assoclation for the Promotion
of the Unity of Christendom,” by interce«soz

ayers.  In 1868, some two years after th
Assoclation had been publicly ‘condemned by
the Roman Inquisition, it had 12,684 members
drawn chiefly from the Anglican, Romish an
Otiental Churchet, with & few from varlcus
Protestant communitler, This society, which,
I presume, stilt exists, cmbodies largely the
aspirations of those who lorg for the visible
urion of the Anglican, Greek and Roman
Catholic Churches, and then look, perhaps,
for the absorption of sraaller Christisn bodies,

Thete has been .also, in recent times, not
o'y a happy bresking down of the prejadices
wilh which the different evangelical Churches
were wont Lo regard each other, but, In man
imtan_ces, where the bedies were closely tllied{
o:-gizxdc unions bave been snocessfully accome
p! X

A movement has, moreover, been recently
initiated In Canada, looking towards the visible
anlon of influential denominations which have
long stood ecclesiastically apart, The dis-
tinguished prefate who recemly preached be-
fore the Toiennial Sessicn ofy the Deminion
Syood of the Anglican Church, fn Montres),
declared his conviction that, of many preat
questions coming before the body, *not one
ranked in importance with that as to the re-
union of Christendom.” In his sermon, the

teacher has honied words, both for Roman

atholics, and for those whom he scarcely
knows how to ¢'sssify, whether as “crpanized
dissent,” o ‘as *‘ non-conformity ; ™ and he
evidently longs and prays for & union compees
hensive encugh to include Rome and Cantet-
ty, Moscow and Geneva, not to mention
other eceleslastical centrus less known 1o fame,

There is much in thess movements and
oiferances, in which earncst Chibstians may
fejoice, They seem to indicate that the Divine
Teacher is leading men to feel after troer
views of the unlty of the Church, and tocherish
feehngs towards 1heir fellow Christians,, In
other sectlons of the Church, which can
scacdely ful to bear fioit. It s, at the
same lime, clear that in masy quarters, there
ml&de with these movements for the reuaion
of Christendom, confesed and srroncous views
of t!:de Cburch and its unity, which we should
zvoid,

This toplc not only concernsus on accoont
of the weighty practical interests which com-
mend it to 1he consideration of &l Christiane,
but it has theological beariogs which naterally
invite attention in a School of Divioity,

The unliy which we predicate of anything
depends un the nature of the thicg of which it
Is predicated.  Whather we sscnbe unity to
a watch, & ree, an animal cr a society, the
unily in cach case conesponds te the natoze of
the thing of which it Is predicated.  Qat idea
of the Church will neers<arily determine our
view of its uriiy, and will modify ont conceps
uon of the importance of & corpcrate union and
of the extent to which it Teattainable,

Our Lotd declares to Peter, “Upon this
tock Twit) Luild my Charch; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail againstit,”  Mait, xvi,
13.  This statement distnctly involves the
upity and the perpetuity of the Charch, Bt
tbe questfon 3t once arises, what I3 that

It Isnot sure
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