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friends that the work atelf will
form a usciul manual for reference
and a stimulating book for teequent
perusal.

This century, in future ecclesi-
astical histoty, must ever be marhed
as the preat cta of nussionary
awakenmy and activity. We have
still  remamng  traces  of  the
spirit  which  uttered  aginst
foreign nussionary operation such
sentences as these 1 = Why should
we scatter our forces and spread
our strength on foreign service,
when our utmost vigilance, vur un-
broken strength,is required at home,
While there remamsat home asimgle
individual without the means of re-
Jigrous knowledge, to propagate it
abroad would be improper and ab-
surd.” The work, however. goes
on.

First, as to the Bible, the ground
of all Protestant missions, as the
crucifix was the centre of the Je-
suits’.  A.D). 1804, the British and
Foreign Bible Society was estab-
lished. At that time the number
of tranilations in the vulgar tongue
of different peoples, of the Bible,
was about fitty; it Is now trans-
lated, wholly or in part, into two
hundred and twenty-six, very Lirge-
ly through the instrumentality of
that Society. Thus the foundation-
work is being laid.

At the beginning of this centun
there were but seven societivs unong
Protestants  for foreign  mission
work, with one hundred and seven-
tv male nmussionarnies, of which the
Moravians sent forth one hundred.

There are now  eighty socucties,
cxclusive  of self-supporting  nis-

sions and small societies 1 such
places as Cape Colony and Austra-
lin, emploving not less than two
thousand four hundred ordained
missionaries. These societies an
distributed thus:—

In Great Britain....... 27
* United States.......18
*Germany.o........... 9
* Holland.............. 19
* Scandinavia......... 5
“ France.............. 1
* Switzerland.......... 1

There are over a thousand native
missionaries, to say nothing of
workers, male and female, in the
more ordinary lines of settled church
work. 350,000 converts were count-
ed three score and ten years
ago, now we can reckon 2,000,000,
without including the self-sustaining
churches won for Christiamty in
Madagascar., South Africa, and
Soanth Sea Islands, and although
the amount of money expended in
the sustaming of missions com-
pared, e, with that expended in

in  the luxury of intovicating
drinks 15 a sad comment on

Christian consistency, yet com-
pared with that raised by the R. C.
Propaganda, it is encouragirg. The
vearly income for Protestant mis-
sions is about six millions and a-half
dollars, that of the Propaganda one
and a-quarter millions.

There are few lands where the
missionary is not. China has been
entered; India rejoices in  large
mission centres : Japan enquires for
spiritual food ; lands once lost under
the conquering sword of Islam are
being won for the cross; ** the dark
continent™ is being opened up by
missionary zeal, and already along
tire Congo and up to the sources of
the Nile, a chain of mission stations
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t~ being formed @ shawvery s fast di-- " The flower of carth’s nobiluy

appeattng from its last snmu:lmld;g
Madagascar has weceived the bight
nationally, never to be quenched:!

along the South  Amencan  coast |
ever to Penre del Fuego, Bitish

miussions are ttavelling. Even the
ipenetiable forests of the Amazon
ae beginning to hear the refian
of the Song of Moses and  the)
Lamb. If it was a soldier-boast
that the sun in s daily comee!
rose in all lands to the dium-
beat of a Brtish regiment, muoch |
mote may 1t be a4 Clinistian mai- aon-
arv's rejoicmy that the sun ever
shines upon some one ot othercentre
and outpost of the great mission
army of the Protestant Church.
Geographically the gospel 15 bemg
proclaimed anall lands and in the
islands of the sea.

Perhaps the most arushing argu-
ment agamst the theory that mans
but an evolved anirnal s yet to be

drawn  from our foreign mission
ficld.  The Papuans, among the

most debased of human hnd, are
vielding to gospel trath, and the
native Austialians, left to mission in-
Huendes alone, ate setthug down to
quict and ordetly hives.  They can
hecvolved telignoushv. Some stretch
of magination would be jerquired to
conceive of a plous orang-outang,
or of a Sunday School  gathered
from among his progeny.

Perhaps the results in the South
Sea islandsare the me st astonishing,
This century has witnessed there,
putely through mission effort, the
entite suppression of idolatry, hu
man sacnfices, cannibalism, mfanti-
cide and the unmatigated  cruelties
of war. In Mav, 1879, 1t was re-
ported regarding Fip, with its black.
curly-headed inhabitants, that out
of a population of 120,000, one hun-

dred  thousand are church-goinyg
people. 32,000  children attend

Christian schools.  Even the poor
Indan, Christamzed, does not die
out, but improves. In 1867 the
Ametican  Indians  occupied  but
7,500 houses, i tenyears those houses
had imcreased three-fold. I 1868,
108,000 bushels of grain were har-
vested, m 1877, 4.057.000.  The
misstonary is a better civilizer than
the most approved nifle.

Missions  pay commercially, A
motive we by no means force upon a
Christian people, but a fact pohtical
cconsmists do well to consider. It
has been ostumated that every ms-
sionary in the South Sea has created
an average annual trade of $50.000
Such men as Darwin and Max Mul-
ler bear unhestating testimony to
the great change for the better
wrought by Christian Missions,

\We seek not to convey the idea
that the work, as at present carned
on. is at all commensurate with the
great need.  Far from it: but the
progress made bids us hope and go
on.  Are our churches in Uanada to
have neither part nor lot ain this mat-
ter?  Fxperence teaches that those
churches who have most carnestly
engaged in the great mission work of
the world have been at home thel
most truly blessed. " There s that
scattereth and yet invrcascth, and,
there is that withholdet!l, inore than
is meet, and 1t tendeth to poverty.” |
In principle the work of mussions 15
onc, whether raising the standard of
the cross on the steppes of Tartary,
or wiping the tear from a little child's
eye along the streets of home; only
let not our sympathies be narrowed.

seek
glory on tae tented field, here
~till nobler campiugn, et us cach ds
our share  “Thy kingdom come”
we pray , let us also work, even suf-
fer. Then shall the wilderness bloom
and paradise be regained.

God hasten the day!

[We commend 1o our readers the

)

manuel of Dr. Chrestheh, from which |

most of these facts have been drawn. |
. - .

Thi arrepressible organ question
is  now upon the Scotuish Free
Church, a congregation of the Duan-
dee Presbyters - Free St. Luke's,
Broughton  Ferrs —having  intro-
duced an harmonium mto the pub-
lic worship of the Sunday. At 4
private meeting of the Presbyvten,
the pastor was implored * for God's
sake, not to introduce another
clement of discord at this tume.”
the Robertson-Snuth case  bemng
alone a weight sufficient for the
Churchtocarrv.but the congregation
decided otherwise, and the ' kist of
whistles s in.  This, the first case
of *“instrumental music” in the
Free Church of Scotland, will be
watched with interest. It will end,
some time or other, without doubt,
asat is ending here, by the virtual
adoption of *Congregational princi-
ples,” viz each individual congrega-
tron setthing the matter for nself.
free from all external ccclesiastical
control.  Of course Presbytenies wall
be “enjoined to tihe order, ete,’
which, i these instances sunply
meansdoasiyouhle rasbestyoucan.

A1 the other extreme we note a
communication fromone of our Con-
vrewational  brethren i England.
taking notice of ** The Server's Mass
Book,” bemng designed for the use ot
vovs whoare requested to take part
in the flummeries o ntuahsm. We
chp the followmg precious stuff,
s'mply saving that these things are
for use in the Protestant Church of
England as ** by law estabhshed.”
whose  clergy dented  the simple
courtesy of  Rev.” to a worthy
Weslevan  munster, and some  of
whom even i this aity, have occas-
1onally forgot the same when having
occasion to write to some ** preach-
er” wh e highestelaim to courtesy
15 implemented by being tolerated;
here are the extracts:—

s Conseeration Praver —hneed
behind the priest, baving the bell neas
vour rmight hand, Wah vour  left hand
shghtly rase the pricst’s chasubie. Be
very reverent. Our dear Lord 15 about
to descend to His altar throne. At the
words, * Lhis s My Body,” ning once: at
‘Do this in remembrance of Me ring again,
rng a third time when the priest genuflets.,
At the words, * s s My Blood!” ning
once : at * In remembrance of Me)” nng a
second time: ning a third ume when the
priest genuflects.”

The boy s informed that *“the priest ™
having **commumcated.” he tthe bovias to
return to **the altar ™ and **on the Epistle
side,” and as he passes the tront of the
same heas *to genuflef, thatas, kneel, for
a moment™” on tus *night hnee.”  Then on
page 21 occurs the following :—

** Communion of the People.—~Gotocentre
of altar, genutlect; then go to credence, and
kneel there. facing the side of the altar......
Our Father. Hail Mary. Think of Jesus
on the cross dvng for vou.  Think of His
comung down upon our altars, under the
forms of bread and wine.  Lvery crumb on
the paten, every drop in the chahice, has
now become the whole Body, Blood, Soul.
Spirtt, and Divimaty of Jesus! Now s the
time for vou to worship Him, and to pray
to Him 1 vour own words for yourscli,
vour priest, vour relations, and friends. Do
nnt look about You, nor allow vour thoughts
tr wander. Jesus is here! After Com-
munion of people, priest returns to altar.
Go to centre, genuflect, then kneel on your
step at the Epistle side.™

a htle

And the Churches mourn ritual-

i a4 asm and scepticism whilst <nch <ab-
y jects engage the attention of carnest

men, whilst intemperance nd vice,
and wretchedness and want, stalk
grimly round on every hand.

*Dear God and Father of us all,

Forgive our faith in cruel hes,
Forgive the bhindness that demies.”

* TForgive thy creature when he takes,
Por the all-perfect love th wu art,
Some grim creation of his heart, '

11 must not be thought from the
promincnce we give to the letters of
two friends who are dissatrsfied with
the course of the INDLPLNDENT,
that we have any wdea of thar feel-
ings being widespread.  On the con-
trary, alinost every inail bringing
with it a renewal of subscniptions,
brings with it also words of approval
and kindly cheer. If we were to cull
from them there would be seen a
consensus of support of which any
Editor might be proud, mn addition
to which we have had verbal assur-
ances to the same effect from several
of our leading men, mimstenal and
lay.  That the paper 1= not what we
should like 1t to be, we freely confess;
the very himited time we can give to
its affairs prevents us doing some
things in it and for it, we should like
to do, and 1t often goes forth with-
out the strict supervision that it
should have  \We thank our friends
for their forbearance and kind words.

CONGCREGATIONAL PROVI-
DENT FUND SOCIETY.
I have much pleasure 1in acknowl -dg-
ing the recept of tac fo'lowing sums for

the Provident Fund  Reunmng Ministers'
branch :

Weostern Churdh, Toronto.. . $6 oo
Yorkville Church. . 4 10
Paris Church 8 oo
lanark Village Church 9 93

Also on account of previous personal
subsenptions:

Geo. Hague, Esy, Montreal..  $33 33
Jas. smath, Esq., Toronto 33 33

Being. in both cases, balance of sub-
seription of $r00.

The church collections come in answer
to the apjcal in my circular of 25 Nov.,
and 1 hope they will be followed by a
large number of additional collections
from churches who have not yet remit-
ted. It will be quite an encouragement
to those of us who are giving our time
and thought for the benefitof the churches
in thes matter to find that our serviees are
thus recognized --the only way we ask
lor a recompense.

I beg to remind the munisters con-
nected with the Fund that their half-
yearly subscnpuions are due.

Verytruly vours,
CHas. R, Brack,
Sec.-T'reas.
Montreal, 8th January, 1881.
[P S S —

Lertens from the missionaries of the
Church Soaety at Mpwapwa, Africa, state
that the people are much annoyed by weur-
sions of the Masar and other tribes, who
carry off thewr axen and other property.
Dr.Baxter writes favorably of his expernment
with ostriches.  ‘The birds are thniving, and
m another year he hopes to have an mcome
of 810V or more from cach ird.  He thinks
that all the stations w Central Africa conld
be supported by one or two large ostrich
farus. for which suitable land conld be got
m the naghborhood of Mpwapwa.  Mr.
Last has estabhisheda  station at Mamboia,
wiich 1s about 40 mules cast of Mpwapwa.
The local Sultas s very friendly and the
people ave attentive,anxioas tolearn to read
and wrnite, and, more wonderful, are not
atrand to work. Mr. Last is very much
enconrs ed.  Dr. Baxter saysthat he has
not haa a single case of malarna at Mpwapwa,
which 18 a very healthy place, indeed. The
chief mlments are opthabia, diarrhaea, and
s’in diseases.



