
SCRIPTURAL TREATMENT OP OFFENCES.

but also that the ofi'ending brother may ho inspirod with confidence in tleir
management of it. And, moreover, that in the event of the third stop being
necessary, the Churoh may have confidence in their deoision.

2. Thes" brethren should flot ho part icular.frie;tds--or if the expression inay be
allowed and aen in *Chiristian Churohes it ia sonietimes flot inapplioall-parizans
Of the offended brother. Moen nîay ho otherwise quaiified, but if there resta the
suspicion in the mind of the offending brother, tîxat they aire interosted or likoly
to ho so ini finding hina in the wrong, then the likelihood ie that thoy will flot
succeed. Even in our courts of law this prinoiple is itdniitted. Within certain
limita, jurymen may bo challenged by the parties intorested. If Possible select
ncutr-al men, friends ratlier of the offending than cf tho offended brother. They
will be the more likely to do hlm good by securing bis confidence. If you are
really anxious to have an impartial verdict you wilt employ impartial mon, if not,
.you are flot in the path of duty, and this raie la not intended for you. Iflyou are
really anxious ta do jour brother good-that is to, "lgain him" then you wvill use
the most likely meanB to thatond, and if not, you liad botter lot italono alLogether,
.you cannot carry it, out successfully.

3. Observe thirdly, that the Saviour doos not say-Tll it te one or two more, but
&Z.7e tbem wîtek tiee. Froni wlicb we gather tbat the Saviour meant that the two
bre-thren ho kept ignorant of the whole matter until in the presence of both
parties. Thon, with the full consent of the offending brother, every mens likely
te secvre this must be employed, lot a plain atatement of the facts be laid bofore
them. This rnay appear to somo more particular than need be; but those Who
have studied human nature to, purpose, will find no die.culty in soeing its propriety.
Every one knows how apt an offended party is to give sucli a gtatemont of an
,offence when alone with friends, as would require no amail modification if given
in presonce of tEe off'ender. (Pi'overbs xviii, 17.) Ail tomptation to colouring or
exaggeration, ;, inw l great measure, takon away, at least, such is likely to be
exposed by the~ opp'isite party. Besides, by hearing one aide fir8t, the brothren
may become prejudiced, and adopt a one-sided and false view of the 'whole affair.
We think it of great importance then that we say not a word te the "Iloe or 12no
mmje"i until our brother has nn opportunity of hearing us do so. By ail means
lot the jury ho in the presence Of the accuser and the accused beforo the case
is laid before theni. The wisdom of the oildren of this worid may guide us
bore.

4. Lot the brethren selected beware of the influence of preconceived notions,
for or against either of theso parties. warpingp tiieir minda and leading themn to
decido the case beforo investigation. Should any Guo feel hinssoîf unfit to, be
engagod in sucli a business by roason of any disturbing bias whieh ho cannot
control, lot binm at ýce decline ontering upon it. The "lone or two more" when
selected, ought resoIutely te refuse te hear any part of the case, from any quarter,
until in the presence cf botli parties. Vo have known a case in whioh means
have been used te gain the ear and warp the judgmaent of the brethren seloctod
previous to their hearing the case in presence of hoth, thereby frustrating thi8 wise
law of Christ. Lot brothren rosis.t thia firînly.


