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thc scenc of this world. So that the sooner the Déné tchniology is
brouglit to Jiglit, the bcttcr it will bc ini tie intcrcst of science.

Ilndeed, Shoulti any value wha-ýtever bc attachied to the prcsent
inotiograph, 1 fcel quite certain that it will bc cîîtircly on account or its
opportunencss. Utndertiken tii enty- ivec),cars ago, it couki probably have
bei madie more exhaust-,ýc. Aftcr the lapise of an equal space of tirne,
its usefulncss as a contribution to nricha;olog-ical Iiiowledgc wouild bc
problenatical. I amn at prescnt the possessor of the otnly rernaining
specimelis of soine abjects illustrative of the past Carricr sociolog3', anti

rny ~ ~ ~ ~~1 faiirt ihtelnuge andi original customns of the Indians to
whose spiiittual wvaîfs 1 iinister, rniffht not bcecnjoyed by ýx successor
amtioing- thein until Urne andi circumistanccs deprive its use of much of its
value.

Tiiese considerations, corroborateti by the rcqucsts of scientists; whose
advicc 1 have flot the ri-lit to disregard, have e:xxboldcned ine *&o attempt
a description of such technological abjects as can bc illustratcd frorn
specimens ini my- possession or which are still in common use among the
ý%Vestern Dténés. Mie number of these, as %vil] soosi appear, is somewhat
limitcd, andtiierefore iny task cansnt bc vcry arduous. I only regret
that my mineralogical shortcornings rcnder an exact description of the
material useti in the fabrication of stone iniplements ini a feu, cases inipos-
sible. For the identification of sucli rocks as arc adequatcly describeti,
1 an under obligation ta Dr. G. M. Dawson, Assistant Director of the
Gcological Survey of Canada, Ottawa.

.As techniologry is the prime object of this monograpli, the industries of
the Western Dénés ivill be rnentioueý-d inî so fur only as nîiay bc necessary
for the cicar understandir of the nature andi use of the abjects thercin
describcd. Which statement shoulti fot convcy ilie idea that I isntent to
make lighit of their clainis to importance iii ani ethnological contribution.
With a iterefiection, it ivili becorne apparent that ail human industries
neetd material nidis or means ta maniFest themsclves, ant i heir resuits
must also take a concrcte form. Now, thecse palpable data, be tiley the
products of hîîmau ingenuity or the instruments employeti ini their
devcloprnent, arc per se techniologicnl items, and by rcviewingl the latter,
one cannaI help trcating of .lic former. Thierefore I simply rnean to
sav îlîat the archazological, rather than thîe industrial. plan ivili be
adopteti in the folloivisig pages. In other words, our divisions shall bc
baseti, not on the industries of the XVcstersi Dénés, but, as far as practical,
on the matcrial of the iveapons, tools, utensils, flshing devices andi other
impleinents; under consideration.
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