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of the negro iii Lower Cainada. In February, 17~98, 1'Charlotte," a colored
slave, %vas claimred by hcer nîiistress and released on habeas corpus by Cliief
justice Sir James Monkz at Montreal. " Jude," anothcr negyrcss \v'as sooni
afterwards arrested, as a ruiiaway slave, by order of a mnagistrate. The
iiegroes in iMontreal, knoingir of the " Charlotte " case, becamie cxcited
and threatencd to revoit, but wlien the %wornan ivas brougrlit before the
Chief justice, lie released lier also, and declared to the effect, thiat in lus
opinion slavery %%,.s ended. On thc îSth February, iSoo, flie case of
"9Robin " came before the full Court of K incr's Bencli Mr. James Fraser
clainiingr himn, wh'len, after argument, it is i ecorded thuat it wvas ordered
tlîat the said Robini alias Robert be discharged froin lus conifiniemienlt»
It seems clear that the court ivas wrong in its judgment, and that slavery
iii ai existed iii Lowcr Canîada until tlîe Inîiperial Act of i133 reinoved
it from al] the colonies. An effort wvas made iii the Provincial Legisla-
turc to obtain an act to define tue truc position, but withuout success. Tlie
masters, who, wcre mnostly rcsidcnts of M\ýontreal a:dQucbec, and the
country nîemnbers not lîaving sucu property, luad no intcrest iii sustainiut,
the system foir tue beuîcfit of the uýelthicr citizens, w~ho, luad to acquiesce
iii the inevitable, and slavery ccased de facto in tlîat Province fromn anid
after thc decisioiî in tue "«Robin " case, iSth F7«ebr-uary,, iSoo.

SLAVEIZY !N UPPER CANADA.

'l'le system ivas hiere iîîtroduced before tlîe separ-

- e-4tion of tlîe Upper aiîd Low%.er Provinces iii 1791,

__ b~ut our population wvas theîî sxîîall and scattcrcd.

~~jXehad a few litundred negro and a fewi Pawnice
Sslaves, mostly around thec Niagara, H-omne and \West-

~ercm districts.

In 1793 the first Parlianiienit of the Provinice, meeting in its second
session in Navy Hall, of whichi part r-cnu-ains in the lowv, brown, woodeni
buildings still visible froin the whuarf at Niagrara, tlueîu calied Newark.
passed an Act îvhiclu, whlile it lirohiibitcd the importation of slaves, con-
firmed the ownership in slaves then owîued, and provideci tlîat thcir
chlidren should bc frcc on attaiîiing 25 years of age. The m-embers of
tlîis first Parliament, tluirtcen iii number, w'itl Mr. Macdonell, of Glenl-
grarry, as Spaewere îuuostly strong U>. E. Loyalists. The î\ct
regarding sI avcry ivas, it is tlîought, drawu by Cluief justice Osgroode
(whlo becauue C. J. of Upper Canada, 29thi July, 1792) at the suggecs-
tion of tlîat good Englishmian, Governor Simcoc, wluo iii luis speechi
on closiing the session of I 793,and conseiîtincy to th is Act, expressci
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