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THE TARIFE COMMISSION.
Canadian inanufacturers, and consumners also, arc iii-

terested in the question as to whiat Uic Governmcent are
going to do about the tariff. A deniand oft repeated
is for a revision which ivill give our manufacturers greater
control of the home market, or, as frequently expressed,
keep out the flood of American goods, as that feature of our
foreign trade sceis to be uppermost in the minds of mnany
%who consider that 4,he question should receive more atten-
tion at the hands o! the Govcrnment than it does. The
Minister of Finance. at the tiîxîe whlen recent changes
in the taiil were annouuced, stated that it was the pur-
pose of the Governmcnt to investigate the question tho-
roughly by a commission before laying any further schenxe
of revision before Parliament;. and the Premier bas pro-
mised the same thing; but wvho are to constitute the coni-
mission, and iviien it is to bc constituted are questions at
present unknown to the public. Perhiaps the matter will
receive the attention it deserves Nvhen the unfortunate
discussion of the autonomy of the new~ provinces is ended.

It niay be that tic composition of the proposcd com-
mission wvill be essentiaIly the saine as that, o! 1897, and
that the înethod o' procedure Nvill be the saine.

0f that Commission the Finance Minister was cixairmian,
and Uic Minister of Custoins and tic Minister of Trade and
Commerce were niembers. It ivas composcd solcly of
Mixisters. It visitcd Uic various industrial centres and
received ail deputations that had any recommendations or
petitions to present. A large mass of opinion %vas in this
Nway collkcted. IJnquestionably the balance of Uic testi-
raony wvas over-whelmningly on Uhc side o! protection, but
the Ministers had too recently been engaged in a compaign
against protection to yield rcad-ly to Uic consideration
urged on thiat side. The result of the Coininission's in-
quiries was the tariff of 1897, wivich wvas sonmething of tic
nature of a straddle. To nicet Uic xvishies o! frcc traders
several raiv naterials were placed on the frce list, miany
specific duties wvere rcplaced by ad valoreîîî duties, and
sundry reductions were made. To suit tic advocates of
dloser commercial relations with Great Britain the British

THE SPIRIT 0F INQUIRY.
Adlvertiaine le 'one of the greatest of edu-

cational forces. Education means rousing the
spirit of Inquiry. The easy a~nd the sensible
way te rouse this spirit In axiy human being la
to teUl hli of somothlng which ho dees flot
know and which, it wil ho clearly to his ad-
vauthge to know. The man with something
good to soei fa thereforo In a position to in-
croaso the anm of human comfort and happi-
ness-ania the more ho b6riefits himef, the
zaoxe dees he increase that sum.

A few years ago advertislng was in a very
orude sta.te; It la stfii not quito the exact
science it la going Lu, ho. For an exact Science
it must te-juist a any other form of teacming.

Commerce is the great civ~iiizer; advertiaing
la to commerce what the Leacher Io to learning.

preference %vas granted. To please the protectionists the
duties on manufacturcd articles were kcpt above a revenue
basis in most cases and the bounties were retained.

It bas been urged by sonie that zhe commission should
include men interested in soine of the commercial pursuits
of the country-in manufacturing, in transportation, in
merchandising, in agriculture and in both intcrna.1 and ex-
ternal commerce-nien who îvould have the wclfare of the
country entircly at heart, and wvho could raise thieniselves
abovc mere political party influences.

If this latter composition wvere ignored, as it would inost
probably be, and the other observed, composed as it %vould
bc chiefly by Cabinet Ministers; or if included in it wvere
men of both political parties, there îvould bc, of course,
a preponderance of inenbers in full accord îvith the Gov-
crriment, and îvhatever the majority of the commission
might report îvould be the basis of %vhatever action the
Government might takze. It is not at ail probable that the
Governuient îvould pay any attention to a demnaid for a
înîxed and heterogenous commission, whicbi, even if it
should agree upon a report, wvhich îvould seeni impossible,
would to any extent prove acceptable to the Governnîent.

It is a pleasing delusion to think that under any circura-
stances wvhatever the tariff question is flot one of politics,
and that it can be Iifted out of and p]acecl above political
influence. It cannot be; and it is flot at all probable that
as long as the prescrit GQvernment are in power tîxere wil
be any startling changes in the tariff.

MARCONI STATIONS IN CANADA.
We have been in receipt of many enquiries regarding

the number and locations of the 'Marconi wircless tele-
graph stations in Canada, and now have pleasure in giving
accurate and official information regarding thein.

The Marconi systein ini Canlada is directly in charge of
and under the mnanagenment of the Pepartmnent of Marine
and Fisheries, of whichi Hon. Raymond Prefontaine is tie
Minister. The Department bas six Marconi wircless sta-
tions in operation and six under construction, which, if
is expected, will at an early day be ready for use.
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