1IN NOYA 8COTIA AND TIIE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

¢ight to twelve in college at a time; quite a
sufficient number to subply our wants. Be-
sides, our scheme, by the strict examination
to which our young ‘men are subjected, and
the selections made before they leave this
country, affords us a guarantce that no block- :
heads shall be sent. Perhaps it would be
deemed invidious to speak of the four young |
men who have just returned to us, ready,and |
fully equipped tor their Master's service; but !
I may be pardoned, when I express the opin. !
ion, that for literary acquiremeats, ministerial |
gifts, and personal appearunce they would do
honor to any country ; and we have the pleas- !
ing intelligence, that those young men from |
here, now steddying for the ministry in Scot- |
laud, are all lads of great promise.

I have taken it for granted, that the minis-
ters of our chureh will repudiate any offer to
union, that will iave the effect of changing .
their relation with the church of their fathers
and I trust this istrue of one and all of them
—nevertheless there can be no harm in telling |
them, that the eyes of their people ave in
this matter fixed upon them. I know the,
kirk people are as strongly and as affection. ;
ately attached to their pastors as any others
in the land ; but strongly and aficctionately
as is their attachment to their ministers, their |
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Highly as I have prized the fruits of your ia-
hors in this reapect in the year that is past, T
must acknowledge that the excellent step off
issuing your periodical twice a month, thus
doubling it visits to us, has greatly increased
iy delight and admiration,

Your second issue has presented to your
readers a very cheering exhibition of things
done and doing for our venerable and beloved
Church. Very cheering is it, inueed, to read
of the erection of the new church at Maclen-
nan’s Mountain, of the excellence of tie for~
mer and present pastors there, and of the
great liberality of tne people.  Very cheering
alao is it to read of the number of noew
churches which have been erected by your
congregations in Nova Scotin; but far mare
cheering it truly is to contemplate the inter-
esting proceedings  in Glasgow Presbytery,
regarding your four talented and accomplish-
ed missionaries whom you have now in the
widst of your Gaelic congregations. After
a career at college most honorable to them

“ally they there bad the highest testimonies

publicly borne to their private deportment
and worth.  Many who have come fora
time from our native land as missionaries to
the adherents of the Church of Seotland
in the Provinces have been influenced

affection and ajtachment to the church of ' to return to the land of their birth, and
tieir forefathers are still stronger, 'They be- | hiave been appointed to fields of labor theve.
lieve the Church of Scotiund is still “one of | But if there be any expectation that may be
the fairest daughters of the Reformation.” | warraniably formed of the amiable mission-
They beiieve she still preaches the doctrine | aries you have just received, it is this, that
taught by Christ and his Aposties in all their | their hearts will be bounding with Christian
breadth and pureness. ‘I'hey believe her |joyat the thought of having been brought,
practice and discipline are now the same they | by their Fathe: in Heaven, in safety to their
were for the last three centuries. ‘Lhey re-| native lund again, weil furnished for the work
member her kindness, and her fostering care | of the ministry, into fields.of usefulness fax
over themselves in the years that are past, { more needy, more extensive, aud move right-
and the thoughts of her are *If I forget | cously and urgen'ly claimant upon them thun
thee, oh Jerusalem ! let my right hand forget any they can find elsewhere. 'The hope of

its cunning”  And because of these things, » our Church in the colonies must naturally be,
the affection which binds us to the Parent.
Church is only strengthened by time, which
no effurts from any quarter.can jessen, though
they be productive of that confusion aud bad
feeling we all deprecate.

Had the Free Churen Laity bestivred them-
selves in time, there would not be so many
sore hearts among them to-day—a timeous
assertion of what was their undoubted right.
with a judicious tightening of the purse
strings, would have preveuted a union which
thousands of them now lament. Our people
have heen taught a wholesome lesson at tneir
experience. We will try to avoid the break-
ers upon which our brethren ot the Free
Church made shipyreck.
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2 —, Ileb. 14, 1861.
My Dear Mr. Editory—

~i'om' spirited and praiseworthy endeavors
to impreve our Church flecord, and extend
its influence and circulation, have won my
Litte endeavor to support and aid you,

>

the supplying of the congregations with pas-
tors, whu, with affectionate regard to the hest
interests of their native lund, will feel deeply
for the Christian wunts of their friends and
brethren there ; and. being abundantly grate.
ful for the aid afforded them, when aid was
needed, in their preparation for their minis-
terial duties, will rejoice and labor to he
blessed and be a blessing in the Jand which
gave them birth.

We read of memorable 1imes in the his.
tory of civil and Christian enterprise. Nv
such blessing has for many years, if ever, de-
scended upon the Gaclic congregations of
vour Church, asthat of the highly accom-
plished and devoted preachers of the gospel
to go in and out amonyg them with the words
of cternal life. May this, a time of great joy
among you all, be a time long remembered
for the blessing which vou have received.
And while many praise the.Lord with devout
gratitude for all his goodness to the mission-
aries they have welcomed among them again,
may there be a spirit created, ot grateful for-



