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you ask fow ean God be infinitely present, or . 2ud. Heart-approbation of and delight in3
rowerful, &e., you start a ditficulty, wecannot 1 3. 7)ust—personal reliance upon God,
understand—it is not an object of fuith—we 1st. The first element of faith is to pereeir!
have no testimony. The facts can be believ- | the thing to be true.  How can the mind .
ed—the modg of God's existence and perfec- | cide whether or not a statement is true?
tions raises questions jhut an angel cannot | weighing the evidence on one side and ¢
solve, and which we could not comprehiend, | other, and so come to a conclusion. The fiy
Sv in regard to Christ's two natures ; we | thing is to believe that God hath spoken. |
know he is God, we know he is man, for God | the Bible his word? * All Scripture is gisal
has said so; but Auw he can be both in one | by inspiration.” This is to be believed ; «
person, we cannot believe, for we have no ,intellectual investigation of the proof isn
testimony.  The fact we cun believe, the mode | quisite.  This settled, our next and only i
my faith has nothing to do with. Man himn- | quiry ought 0 be, what is in the Bill
~f is mortal and immortal. Thatisa simple , What does God the Lord say? Here we
fact, and ean be believed.  How is he hot‘a? jinclined to make God say what we think ¥
is a question that starts & didficulty. If this ouyht to sny. But our business is simy
view were not lost sight of, there would be | that of interpreters; and to get at the trd
less discussion. and less difficulty und doubt. | meaning of the Scripture. Men talk abe
1t is becausy men wish to know beyond what | reason. and say they must exercise their ref
is revealed, and to believe beyond what God ison! What is more reasonable than to b
hath testified, thas they become perplexed. . lieve God?  All we have got to do is to £
{t is so in regard to the practical, us well as | out what God has really said. And when cuz.
to the theoretical. *It is God that worketh | vineed that he hath said thus and so, we kna
in us, both towill and to do;” that is simple ] what we ought to believe. We learn from 1
and easy to believe. If we ask /oo God ! Bible that God made man, what he made hin
worketh in us without interfering with our |and what man hath made himself by rebe.
freedom?  we start a difficulty, which is not [ lon. What man was and 4. Then wh
a proper object of faith, for we have neither | provision God has mude for man’s redemptio:
liaht nor testimony upon the subject. We | What Christ is—God and man; what he hy
«te to believe, in religious things, what Geod | done, and is doing for us. ‘This is our creed
Las told us; beyond this lies a region which | kurst discover that God speaks ; then what
belengs not to faith. Some complain that | says. And in this search we need and shoud
this puts limits to the exercise of the human , seck Divine aid at every stcp. He who maky
intellect. But not a whit more than does na- , a creed should pray all the time he is makiny
tural philosophy, or any other department. of-/it. When we have a creed, and are con
human knowledge. We believe ten thousand ! vinced of its truth, we have infellectual belie
things as facts, which we cannot explain ; and - Can it save the soul? No! there is nothir
we never reject the fucts, because we cannot | either right or wrong in mere intellectud
explain the mode of their production or exis- | belief. An intellectual creed governs nobod.
teace.  Here, there is an entire equality be- | All men are controlled at last by the stateof
tween nature and revelation. ! the heart, and through the affections und pas
* All Scripture is given by inspiration of | sions..
God, and is profitable,” and ignorauce of any |  God makes his fivst appeal’ to the intellet,
tling to which God gixes testimony is a disad- | and through it to the heart. Until you res¢
vantage; and faith, in its amplest exercise, | the heart of a man you.cannot control him fu
would embrace the whole revealed counsel of | good ; if the devil has his keart, no mat
God. But somctimes faith is dirccted to aj who has his Zead. 'Phe heart governs—henx
single_point_of the divine statement. ‘Thus| God appeals to the heart. A mere intellectul
th.e jailor at Philippi was directed to a single | creed makes nobody better—makes nobodr
« bject and excrcise of faith-—* Believe on the | happier. All the happiness of human natur
Lerd Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” | is found in gratified affection; or in the hop
[Tlie cross of Christ is the central truth. Severi of gratified affection. Hope adds to presen
awy doctrine from if,and that doctrine is | blessedness by going forward to the landdf
worthless to us; sever any precept from the | promise, and bringing back the luscious clus
cross, and it is puwerless.  Both mwtive and ’ ters of the grapes of Eschol. Misplaced affex
7wer to obey emanate thence, as they centre | tion is the cause of misery. Now if we would
taere! Here the preacher very lucidly ex- | have a religion that will make us holy end
hibited in a brief statement the conmection | happy, we must get at the heart. Thus we
of every thing to be believed in order to sal- | get at;
vaiion, with the central fact in the gospel;  2d. What is the sccond element of true
scheme, Christ and his cross; and proceefed faith—heart approval of what God teaches us
to say—We thus get a view of the olject of | Delight in God, and in what he makes known
faith—~the things to be believed on God’s tes- | to us. 'We are here Jed to get at Aow the man
timony. JSeels. “ What think ve of Christ?” ¢ Simon,
Now, continued he, what is the exercise of | son of Jonas, lovest thou me®”  Acquiescense
faith?  What does the mind do in believing ? | of the heart in the revelation which God bss
There are fh,ee elements of a true exercise of  made of kimsel/' and of his purpose, plans
faith. 1st. Litellectual conviction of the truth. . working and precepts, is the element of fitt.




