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ntely 28 could be wished. It is only when, the Atlantic Ocean, ahout ten leagues to the,on the present occaston. In drawing vp thi

webavo the means of contrasting the state
. of society and religion at different and some.
. ghat distant periods,that wo are in n position
| 15 see how much good has bean achicved
" ;o8 how much still remaing to be accom
plshed.

These reflections have been forcibly
prought home to my mind by
s most interesting record,

~just twenty years ago.

¢e strango and most unexpected and
weemly changes, which have taken
gue within tho bounds of the Synod
faring that period,—cvents upon which no
poasmind would delight to dweil.  And yet,

wxotbewhole,in the good providenceof God, aud Mr. Youxa, ate stilt had  vemembrance,
were is perhaps groater cuuse for gmtitude]

1l rejoicing than for disappointment and
It is to bo hoped that meanwhile
gmrooitiesofreligious instruetion have been
wadderably maltiplied, and weak stations
ud congregations increased and strengthen.
el Itis not my province, nor do I possess
wficient information, to narrate the proceed.
iagsof other denominations during the above
prod.  But it affords me extreme plensure
1 think that the prospects of sucerss are now
booming daily brighter and more en-
maragieg within our own borders. A Super-
oseodent of Missions has been regulurly
pinted by the Synod, whose business it
s t0 look after and provide for the different;
ant stations throughout the province;
o less than two visiting missionaries
tow employed in sapplying the destitu.

which prevails in this Presbytery. It
il be gighly interesting, if any one
pelest to the task (aund I know of no
wore 30 than our worthy and respeoted!
printendent himself) were to tuko a
im and deliberate review of all the.Con.
sations and stations which were once so
ppily united together in one presbyterial
aesion.  In the meantime, I shall con-
:myself to the state of religion twenty

|

stistical Account of the Congregations:
wibin the Prosbytery of Halifax, drawn up!
by the different clergymen and published by
whority of the Synod. in the year 1837%,
It is no doubtjceuld be formed, and there were no Uhurches
raly melancholy, to call to remembrance|trected tur the Warship of God, the Presby-

|

jand thriving popuiation,

Eastward of Hulifax Harbour. The lands on eiatistical acconnt of the place,and the populatic
both banks of this river, near its source, and o, as respects Educaton and Religion, 1
for many anlcs on the descending stream,are nich have found 3t advantagcous to follow the
and tertile, and have been vceupied snd culti-jcousse of the River and have given a brief

'ivated for a lang perivd by an industrious and deseription " of the three lowest districts,
yerowing pupulaton, who are almust all stead-, Musquaduboit Harbour, Meaghers Grant, and
(fastly auached 1o the Preshyterian Religion, the Middie Settlement, the three stations

At the first setilement of this part of the Cuun- which,have united together, 1 presenting an

the perusal of'try, above fifty yearssgo, when the inhabitauts application for & Mumsier of the Church of
entitled « A1were few in number, straitened 1n their cie- Seotland, to he seitled umong them.

cuinstances, and lar separated from each other,
when the Country was covered with u dense
and nearlv an impenetrable forcst, and the roads
leading from oue place to another, weie simust,
unpassable, when no regular Cungrvgulmn,

ALSQUODOBOIT HARBOUR.

Musquodobuit Harbonr and the adjoining
Harhours of Port Pezuee, to the Westward,
and Jeddore, to the Eastward, are navigable
lentrances from the ocean, which stretch for
some distance into the untry, and affords
1conniderable fucilities fur s.shing, and earrying
ous Mumsters, connected, somo of them with|® the cuasting trade.  The luudsaround thess
the Church of Scorland, and others belonging | Harbours are very rocky and barren, and in
to the Secession Church, und the names uf|sume places rugged and mountainous, and here

Mr. Musroe, Mr. Geanay, Mr. Murnoci, 'tcapable of much improvement, But being
|sunated near the mouth of & Jarge niver, 1n the

itmmediate vieinity of the Ocean, and only
‘& short distance from the populous Town of
Halifax, although the soil is by no means
favourable fur coltivation, yet the fiont lote
In a circuntous range, of many wmiles in length
are all owned and accupied, by an increasing
and improving pupulation, who support them-
selves and theit (amilies, parily by Agriculture,

terian of Musquodoboit were nceasionally visiied
like other new setlers, by zealous snd lubous-

and mentoned with much respect, and affects-
un by the vldest inhabitants, who enjoyed in
in eatly life, the henefit of their public minis-
trations, and their private pastoral mstructions
sad admonuans, "Chesr visus although some-
tines very hurried, and at distant intervals,
weie ot only highly acceptable and profitable,
atthe umo when they were made ; they have, h
heen also emmently useful, in forming the Partly by Lumbering, and partly by Fishing.
character, aud increasing the imelhzence and| For a very lung scason after the commence-
Religious information, of the present acuve,ent of these settlements, the inhabitants on
When the sctiers 1. this part of the cunst were lefs, like the other
creased in number, and hecame more n.depen-!"""le‘s on the Eastern shores, from Halifax
dentn their circumistances, w hen new clearings, ' Cango, in a state of great moral and spirual
were opened up w the (orest, and new ruads dosmunon,hanng‘ngnhet schoois nor Churches
formed, they commenced the erection of suit.|30d no means of instruction, either for the
able places uf Waorship in the Upper and Middlg F18ing, of the adult populatiun, Young persons
settlements, which are now comlartably fimsh.jWere allowed to grow up in these harbours, in
ed ; and they also engaged in the year 1814,|the most deplurable ignurance, the Lord’s day
the stated and entire services of the Rev. Jouy  Was opgnly profaned. by sgculnr gmpluymentl
Latoraw, a Minister of the Secession Church.,’"’d vain amusements, ruinous intemnperance
who has been succeeded by their present Pas.(8130 extensively prevailed, and the poor for-
tur, the Rev. Jous SrrotT, 2 Mimster of the|2aken outcasts, overloked and forgoiten,
same Church, who officiates alternately in theJi¥ing in 2 great measure beyond the pale of
Upper and Middle Settlements. These ,“elcmhzep suciely, were fast sinking into a state
certamly the most populous settlements m’ur stupidity and ndifference, bordenng upon
Musquaduhoit, although they do not nearly,heathensm itsell.
comprehend all the inhabitants. The complainte, and entreaties, and supplica.
In consequence of the constant, and rapid in-jtions made by ihese benighted settlers, for
crease of populativn in various districis, andifnstruction and  Pastoral  superintendance,
fur a distance of at least forty miles, on hoth|were of the most heart-rending descaiption,
siles of the River. a number of the settlais injwhen they were frequently compelled to bring
Luwer Musquuduboit, and around the Harlmur,]xheu children 50 and 60 miles 10 Halifax for

ago and at preseut, in the districts in
wstion, with which T have lately became
sainted, '
The follewing is the statistical account of,
ramber of the seitlements in Musquodo-:
tin the year 1837, as contained in the|
wbglery's abstract published at that’
iod; and I need not say, that I shall cn-|
wr to procurc a full account of their
ting religious condition and prospects, fory
feation in succeeding numbers of the

MUSQUODOBOIT TWENTY YEARS AGO,

Yosquodoboit is the Indian name, of one of
lupest rivers in Nava Scotia, which rises
g the Highlands in the interior of this
ince, neas the boundary line between the
ties of Halifax and Colehester, and after
sing with a gentle current, in & South-west
ion, for more than fifty miles, falls inta!

lare paither sufficiently known, nor adequately,

many of v:hom are either natives of Scotland,| Baptism, and they 2t length sttrected the
or their immedinte descendants, have come for-attentton, snd awakened the sympathy of
ward, and sought admission into our Church.lenhghlened, and pious Chrisian Ministers.
aml have of Jate years been frequently visited, It 13 pleasing to know that although the meana
by our Ministers from Pictou and Halifax, who of sprmiaal mstruction, and improvement, are
have both preached, and dispensed 1he Sacra- sull extremely scanty, and the ordinsnces of
ments of Bapusm 2nd 1hs Lord's Supper, a- Religiun are only occasionally dispensed, and
mongst them. Now as tlis is only a new and|at distant intervals, yei the pood wark js
vacant Cuongrepation, and as the uszent happily begun, and the field is now preparing
necessities of the nhabitants of tins district,|for the Jabours of the husbandman.

Within the last few years a very striking,
and beneficial change has taken place, in ths
character of the inhabilants along this entire
hne of coast. During the summer, and some-
umes during the Winter months, almost all
the Hathours have been carefully vimted, by
zealous and diligent Clergymen of different
denominmions, and smongst others by the
hishop of Nova Scotis himself, the doctrines
of Salvation have been frequently proclaimed
in the wilderness, School Houses have been
arecied, on those spots whers the Indian
lately roamed, infant Churches bave bean

supplied, the {ollowing observatons respecung
their external circumstances, and moral snd
spiritual wanis, may not he altogether unac-
ceptable, to thuse who wish to see Rehgion
flourish in this, and in all other parts of the
Province.

As 1he seitlers near the Atlantic Ocean,
have never been regpularly formed into one
Congregation, or polced under the Pastoral
charge of any fixed Clergyman, 2 general
sketch of the character and circumstances
of the inhabitants, is all that can be expacted




