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THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

‘The servant of God obtained permisssion to con-
st with his fellow prisoners tor u shoit time,
and then uddressed his' Judges with great ubility
and force.  We have not room for this, and almfl
only give his final appeal to his Jndges, and the
closing scene, in the langnage of the author.

# Ministers of God, I exhorst you to consider the
end for which you ure ordained of God—to punish
evil doers, and o defend und protect the pious.
Since we have not acted contrary to God and the
gospel you will discover that neither T nor my bre-
thien and sisters have commutted any offence nnunst
the magistrate in words or deed.  Therefore, you
ministers of God, if you have never heard nor 1ead
the word of God, send for the learned and for the
divine books of the bible, of whatever language,
and Jet thamn discourse with us upon the word of
Gad; and if they demoansteate to us, by the Holy
Scriptures, that we are in error, we will gladly
desist, recant, and, moreover undergo the pmsh-
ment attached to the charges- lawd against us § but

if we are convicted of no error, I hope to God
that you will repent and receive instruction ¢

The Judges lauzhed at the discourse; and after
consultation, the ‘Fown Clerk of Ensisheim suid,
“ Ah you infumous villian and monk, you would.
have us engaged with you in a discussion?! The
executioner will dispute with you, we think for a
certamty.” Saitler excluimed, *¢ leg the will of God
be done.”® ‘The Town Clerk replied, ¢ It would
have been well if you had never been born.”

Sattler. God knows what is good.

Town Clerk. You arch heretic, you have mis-
Jed the pious; but if they would yct forsnke there
error and accept grace— .

One of the Prisoners. Itis not right to aposta-
tize from the truth.

Town Clerk. You desperate villainand heretic!!
1 tell you, i€ there was no executioner pre<ent, I
would hang ();géx myself, under the impression that
1 should do God’s service.

Saftler. God will judee righteously,

The Clerk said sot hing in Latin, the purport
of which they did not know. The Clerk thenad-
monished the Judges, saying, he will not conclude
this tatk today: the hono_uml’)le Judges will, there-
fore, please to procced with the seatence; I will
submt every thing to the laws.

‘The Judges asked Sattler whether he also was
willing to submit to the laws? He replied, # You
ministers of God, I am not sent to judge concern-
ing the word of God, we are sent to bear witness
ofit; we can, therefore, assent 1o no laws, for we
have received no such a commandment from God ;
but if we cannotdispense with the laws, we are
preparcd to suffer every thing for the word of God,
which is or may be imposed upon us for the sake
of the faith in Christ our Saviour, as long as breath
remains, unless convinced by the Scriptures.” The
Clerk observed, ¢ The executioner will convince
you completely; be will dispute with you, you
arch heretic.”

Sattler. 1appeal to the Scriptures.

The Judges now retired to another room, and
afer an hour anda half’s consultation, azveed upon
the sentence which should br passed upon him.

In the mean time some individuals in the room

behaved very unmercifully towards Sattler; revi-
ling him. One of them observed, ¢ What were

your intentions towards yourselvesand others, that
you thus mislead thern 3 He also look upa sword
that lay on the table, saying, ** Sce, here, with this
tnc{' will dispute with you!? Michael made no
reply 10 the personal allusion, but endured it all
wallingly. One of the prisoners said, ¢ We must
not cast pearls before swine.” Michael being
asked why he did not remin lord in the convent
answered, ¢ I wasa lond according to the flesh,
butitis better thus.” This is the whole of his
couversation; he spake with perfect self-posses-
sioq. .

The Judges having returned to the room, the

sentenceof deuth was rend as follows :—¢ His [~
pertat Majesty the Studtholder, announces to Mi-
chacl Sqltfor, that the said Michael Sattler shall be
delivered to the executioner, who shall conduet
him to the place of execution, and cut out s on-
wue, then c}min hit on a wangion, and tear his hod
twice with red hot pincers; he shall afterwatds
bring Inm belore the oy gate, and then likewise
give hun five pinches.?

Such was the seatence which the monsters in
haman form pussed upon this man, It was exe-
cuted May the 21st, 1627,

‘The nurrative adds, ¢ He was bunt to ashes us
a heretic, his brethren wete slain by the sword,
and+his sister diowned; his wile, after having to
histen to entreaties, exhortations, tud threatenmgs,
was also drowned, ufter several days, displaying
sreat constancy.”

ANCIENT Rovar CirisTENINGS.~—The roya)
chrstentugs of former times bear striking and
somewhat singular testimony to the change which
has taken place in themode ofadnunistration,  The
chrysom, or christening mantle, in which the only
son of Henry VI, (1453.) was receiyed after kis im-
mersion, is said to have cost 35, 16s. 8d. With.
in this nantle, rich with embro:dery or pearls and
precions stones, was a tine white linen wrupper,
10 prevent the brocade and gems from coming in
contact with the delicate skin of the new-bom
prince, At the christening of Queen Elizabeth,
(1533,) whichis sail to have been the most splen~
did ever accorded to uny princess of England.
“divers gentlemen with aprons, and towels ‘about
their necks, guurded the font, Between the choir
and chancel, a closet with a fite was prepared, lest
the infant should take cold in being disrobed for
the font? At that of Edward VI, (1537,) his
sister, Elizabeth, bornein whie anns of Seywnour,

| brother of the queen, carried the chrysem. The

font was guarded, as before, by gentlemen ¢ in
aprons, with fowels about thetr necks.” The in-
fant prince was presented ut the font by his sister
and catholic successor, the princess Mary. While
the attendants were making the prince veady in
his traverse, Te Deum was sung.  The ceremo-
nial was arranged for the Lord William Howard
to give the tamel first to the Lady Mary ;—the
Lord Stourt: ive the towels to the a:cbfxishop
of Canterbury and the duke of Norfolk.? ¢It is
a singular tact,”” says the Rev. I.'T. Hinton, in his
History of Baptism, p, 182, ¢ that sprinkling was
not subst tuted for immersion, either in Englandor
Scotland, (however it might have been yesorted to
in cases of danger,) till after the Reformation.
Edward VI, and Elizaboth were both immersed,
as the records of royalty testify. The successor of
Elizabeth, (Qames 1.) was from Scotland, and had
been itiated into sprinkling by the Scotch divines,
who had imported it from Geneva, and he favoured
its practicein England.” ¢ During the persecu-
tion of Marv,» says the Edinburgh Encyclopzdia,
art. Baptism, ¢ many persous most of whom were
Scotsmen, fled from England to Geneva, and these
edily imbibed the opinions of that church.
"hese Scottish exiles, who had renounced the au-
thority of the pope, implicitly acknowledged the
authority of Calvin ; and returning to their own
country with Knox at their head. established
sprinkling in Scotland.”—Baptist Penny Magazine.

CONNEXI0N BETWEEN PZDOBAPTISM, AND
THE INTROOUCTION OF CHOIRS AND INSTRU-
MENTAL dlusic INTo CHRrisTIAN WoRsHIP—
t¢ Music, both vocal (choral?) and instrumental,
was imported from the teraple of Solomon -into a
Jewish christian church, and wasclosely connected
with baptism. ‘The monks first tauzht the chil-
dren under their tuition to sing Jjthen they invented
choirs of picked voices to sing in their chapels;
bhut as chanting was officiating in divine worship,
and as none were allowed o perform offices, except
members of the socicties, it ﬁ:camc necessary to
admit the children into the choir by baptizing
them, and giving them the Lord's supperse..In

the ninth century cunons became rivals of the
monks, but they bever succeeded till they took
chiliren, nad fored choirs in cathedenl und bap-
tigmal (parechinl) colleginte churches wiproved
wusic, but damaged buptism § wnd handsome c.\ul-
dien with fine voices fell u prey to the ostentatious
zeal ol buth monks aud cations, Nor wereabbesses
and nuas adle spectators.e .o The addition of ins
stumental to vocal music made a fresh demand
for childven, for the tirst instsuments pwere o soit
of fifus, or pipes, blown by children of the choir.
Qrzans were of Juter date, and untiquaries cannot
determune precisely when they were brought into
vhurches, ~ With how much pleasure instrumental
wusic was received, it would be ditfienlt to say.
Choirs were highly improved  and Kings and great,
men built chapels, and toimed choirs in their own
palaces.  Some say that the Franks were the lirst §
but others, with nore probability, atficm that Liut-
prand. kingBfthe Lombawds, was the first who
formed such a choir, for his own daily wnusement,
“This wus the origin of the chilblren of royal ckapels;
and as the amusement hecame weneral, of course
there was a greater demand for children, and &
stronger temptation to ba, tize them. ‘Lhis subject
1s fally discussed by the learned and clegant Abbot
of Saint Blase.”Robinson's History of Baptism
pp. 386, 387. .

A MONUMENT OF MERCY.

THE NAVIGATOR.

On this esrth there are the two extremes of
licht and darkness; and among humsn beings
who iuhabit it, there are the two extremes of mo~
rat chanicter—the righteous aud the wigked, There
are many who answer to the description of inspi-
ration's 4 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with
their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of
asps is under their lips; whose wouth is full of
cursing and Dbitterness; their feet are swift to
shed blood ; des'tuction and wmisery are in their
ways; and the way gt;geace have they not known ;
there s no fear of before their eyes.” We
have known many such, Let us mention but one.

It was in the summer of 1847, when the Wis.
bech, St. Ives, and Cambridge line of Railway
was in course of formation—a branch of the Eas-
tern Countics—that I first became acquainted
with G=— M~—— He was a man of herculean
statue and make, was about fortly years of age,
and was employed as an excavator in one of the
cuttings between St, Ives and the villazo of Somer-
sharn. While the greater part of the ¢ navvies”
have lopped off sorae of the more objectinnable of
their habits, and have been advancing some stepe
(though but few and far between) in the path of
civilization tad general improvement, the person
to whom I now refer, bad brought up with him
all the habits of the #navvy” of twenty years
back, and evinced no desire whatever to_conceal
from any*body, either the deformity of his ¢ha-
racter, or the mode of life which he chose to
adopt. He was well knoivn among the men. He
had not slept in a bed for upwards of sixteen years.
When * beer-shops? and_ ¢ bread-shops” used to
be tolerated in public works, be has very frequently
slept soundly onone of the ale benches, His Sab-
bans, during that period, were all spent in some
such place. He had not been in a place of wor-
ship for a longer time than the last-named. He
made his swearing, drinking, and fighting, and out-
of-door sleeping—forall of which he was renowned
—the subject of loud and oft-repeated boasting.
One afternoon, towudﬁhe close of last summer,
I heard a strange noisfy & co-mingling of many
voices, at a shortdistance from the little room in
which I was sitting, It was G- M——, drunk
—not on unusual thing. After a little enquiry, I
soon made out that he had stipulated, with some
person who was present, to throw himself down a
well, héad first, of the depth of twelve feet, and
but tttle water in it, for two shitlings and sixpence.

The noise proceeded from the people who were



