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nothing. Neither to the false testi-
mony nor to the pointless question of the chief priest |
did he reply. He knew when to speak, and when to
refrain from speaking, Again,  Another question, but
one altogether ditferent from the first, an inquiry of the |
gravest mport. - Art the T k shows that he |
uttered the word ** thou
emphas T
ing helpl
anvinted
of that period rfou
chieftain, a ¢ prince. e ol the Blessed,
The chief pries v avolds the utterance of the name
of deity, whose honor he represents himself as defend-
ing. What reply shall Jecus make?  Shall he refuse to
cast pearls before swine, and withhold his ansy Shall
he refer t L as o 11 30, to the testimony of John the
Bapti: hall he refer them, as in Jobn 16 to his
works?  Shall he evade the question, as he was so well
able to do?  No, for this end has he come to this hour,
that he might bear witness to the truth.  The cup of
death which his Father has given him be will not refuse
to drink.
62, Jesuw waid.  His nume, instead of the stimple
“he sald,” Is repeated with solemn emphasis, 1 am,
the first time a true witness has spoken,  His doom is
1. They may mock the humility which they eannot
and refuse to r 7 s anointed |

61, Answer

The |
To the Jews

|
He calinly answers, |

niie him 9
18 of iy Messinude dignity will ver appes
i, He uses tin e which emphinsiz
nis humble ontward station (Phif ) s contrasted to
bis coming glory, At the v ght b of power, On
God's righty in the place of honor.  Stephen saw him
there (Aets T 56 3 Psa 110, 1. They may deny that he
is the Son of God now, but they shull see God the Father
acknowledging his Sonship,  Coming with t louds,
As Do nere man could come s with signs of supernatural |
power,  This propheey will be fully realized at (lm»l'».
second coming at the end of the world, |

111. The Condemnation (vers, 63-65). |

63. Rent his elothes, A sign of horror (2 Kings |
18,873 Lev. 10, 6) or rage, which might be real or un-
real (Joel 2. 13), It was the formal accompaniment of
the charge of blasphemy. Further ned To enable
them to condemn the prisoner, Witnesses. The
dearth of witnesses had given him his greatest anxiety.

64. Ye have heard,  Youareall witnesses as to what
he has said,  Blasphemy. Blasphemy is irreverent
speech concerning God. The high-priest asserts in the
use of this word that Jesus had spoken frreverently of
Jehovah in saying that he, a lowly prisoner, was his
anointed Oneand that he would be accorded divine hon-
o in future, ‘The characterization of Jesus's words as
blasphemy, before the rt b ronounced them so, ‘
was rank injustice, Wi What is your
vote? How many say, “Guilty? How many say,
“Not guilty?™ In his haste, the presiding judge will
not wait for the prisoner to explain his words, or to ask
the court il they have any questions to ask the prisoner. |
He sefzes upon (he Arst nwnuunll\‘ for hhlnilllll‘l an un- |
favorable verdict. And they all cos ned him, A
unanimous verdiet of **truilty To be worthy of
death, John 19. 7. We have a law, and by that law
he ought to die, because he made himsclf the Son of
God (Lev, 24, 16; Deut. 18, 20),

65. Began. Because he was now a condemoed
prisoner,  Spit on him. The ul‘(m of the most in-
tense scorn and loathing (Num. 12, 14; Deut. 25. 9),
Jesus had rmphmh’d this (10, 34), ** He is despised and
rejected of men * (Isa, 53, 3). Cover hisface. To pre-
vent his seeing who should approach him. Buffet him.
strike him on the head, or in the side or chest, with
their clinched fists, Tosay. [In derision. Pruphrly.
Show now the near relation to God which you say you
will have by and by. Tell by prophetic vision who the
smiters are whom you cannot see by natural vision, The
climax of cowardice. Not one of them would have
hitherto dared to do such a thing in the sight of the peo-
ple. The pent-up rage and chagrin of long months
was now satisfying itself in the most brutal way. There
was one who noted the patience and meekness of his
bearing, and afterward wrote * Who, when he was re-
viled, rgviled not again: when he suffered, threatened
not; but committed himself to him that judgeth right-

. 2, 23), Oflicers. They were the police

y arrests and e cus-
tody of prisoners (Matt, b, 25), Received him, Took
him into their custody. The Sanbedrin could not

military |

161

the considerable interval of thme, the ofilcers would

have charge of the prisoner, Wihth blows,  They fol-

lowed the example of their superiors. They too had

felt the ave of his power (John 7, 45, 46), und now took

advantage of what they supposed was his heiplessness.,.
1L Application,

1. The worth of a stainless character (ver. 55, ** Sought
witness. .. found it not.”

2, The Ch an disciple is liable to false acensation
Matt 11), ** Marvel not if the world hateth you™ (1
. A promise (Psa, 31, 20
The strength of the truth (ve

‘or, 13, 85 Acts 25, 7).

). ** And not even
Charges which they

so "2
could not prove
4. The majesty of reticence (ver, 61; Isa. 36, 21),
5. The true type of spiritnal cournge (ver. 62), Elijah's
1 Kings I8, 18 Danfel’s, Dan, 6. 10; Paul's, Acts 26, 29,
6, The danger of rush conclusions (ver, 64), ** Ye have
heard the blusphemy.”
7. The perils of consclence $n assoclated action (ver,
64), * They all condemned him,™
8. The ¢ ardice of oppressing the weak (ver, 65),
. Frowning infidelity is still denfed a revelation, but
honest doubt is permitted infallible proofs (John 7. 17).
10, Whoever refuses to accept Christ as Saviour and
Lord now treats him as the oftficers did.
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IN one sense it is a truth that there is nothing without a
cause, Certain frregularities in the orbit « the planet
supposed to be nearest the sun set th  stronomers
searching for another which should produce the effect
noticed, and thus the French country doctor Lescarbault
became, as he believed, the discoverer  { a planet still
nearer, which he named ** Valean,” bat of which others
have not yet succeeded In obtaining a view, But, on
the other hand, there are many things which come o
pass without any proper or sutficient cause to call them
forth, Two nations are found arrayed one against an-
other in deadly strife. It is not for the advantage of
either. The soldiers who aim at taking one another's
lives have no personal quarrel,  Were one left wounded
and helpless after the battle, the other would gladly as-
sist him.  Where then is the cause of the bloodshed ?
Something has brought it about—perhaps aslight offense
or misunderstanding between two rulers—but there 18
no proper or sufficient cause,

Our lesson and Golden Text bring before us the
most terribly causeless thing that ever took place on earth,
and the most causeless feeling that ever found room in
a human heart,

The passage shows us a man standing before the great
council of the Jews, a prisoner to be judged. In these
days a man 18 not brought to the bar of justice without
a reason, without some tangible, definite cause why he
should be judged. But in this case, although they have
carefully hunted up persons to bear witness against the
prisoner, they canuot get what the law demands—the
agreement of two of them. The evidence is therefore
proved to be false or worthless, There is, in fact, no
case against the prisoner, no cause why he should be
judged and punished. They next try a personal exem-
ination, and this brings out one thing ; namely, the dis-
tinct avowal that he is Christ, the Son of God. Some
months before they bad intimated that it was only for
want of this distinet avowal that they withheld their be-
lief in him (see John 10. 24). Yet the very confession
then asked for is made the ground of condemning him,
and the verdict is quickly agreed upon, ** Worthy of
death," although they had legally and actually found
*no cause of death in him."”

legally pronounce formal sentence until daylight. In




