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TOO MANY WORDS.
One great difficulty in learning what is the law on any givensubject is that its expounders use too many words. Op en one ofthe portly compilations which are often put forth as treatises,'and rend. A thorough master of the English language could putthree or four pages into one; could express ail the ideas ofseveral paragraphs in as many sentences And by this conden-sation contradictions would be brought together in con trast,inconsistencies exposed, cautiously concealed doubts'brouglit toiight, and the distinction between settled Iaw and debatable

questions forced upon the attention of the writer or the reader,
or both.

Language is an instrument of thought. And the current legallanguage, as used in setting forth the law, is as clumsy andburdensome as are the plouglis and harrows of two centuries ago
compared to the implements of to-day.

But this is not a mere question of expression. Better rlietoricwill not alone suffice. It will aid, and only aid. What is needed
is that clearnese of conception which only reqirires a few words.Wlien our ideas upon a subject are vague, undeveloped, nebulous,we require amplitude of space and phraseology to do justice tothem. Clear conclusions can be shortly expressed.

The same principle applies to the process of reasoning bywhich those conclusions are reached. Unsatisfactory reasonsforce us to expansion and amplification to make them appear toMI1 the need. Satisfactory reasons can be sliortly stated.
If a student, when required to abridge a case or a passage inthe work lie is studying, is allowed to take ail the space lieinclines to, lie will probably make a long screed which willleave the critical instructor in doubt whether lie lias reallyniastered tlie thouglit. But compel liim to reduce the cliain ofreasoning to is separate links, and state each in a -singlesentence, and ail on a single page of small notepapDer, and we seefrom the resuit, at once, whether lie lias made the subject bis

own.
Erroneous conceptions, confusion cf thouglit, unrecognized

inconsistencies, unperceived inadequacies, easily liide tliemselves3
in a superabundance of flowing sentences rambling on without
restraint. Conciseness is the great detector of fallacies. Tointroduce severe tersenees into unrestrained verbiage brings al


