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the year 1892, this Court heard and disposed of 707 cases, thearguments in which must have covered at Ieast 1,000 hours,'witliout including the time spent in consultation and readingopinions; in these cases 1,400 prinited paper-books were examin-ed, and 700 opinions written. The State reporter has publishedup to date over 7 volumes of decisionis handed down during 1892,eacli one of which contains over 600 pages. Well miglit ChiefJustice Paxson say, in speaking of the deatli of Mr. Justice Clark:
C It may not be inappropriate for me to say that our BrotherClark is the fiftli Justice of the Court who lias died in commissionsince I have been a member of it. Our labors are now 80 exact-ing that nothing short of a constitution of iron wili carry a manthrough a term of twenty-one years." (144 Pa. 26.)

THEORIES OF INSANITY.-It lias been doubted by dîstinguishedminds whethe* any man lives, or ever lias lived, wholly freefrom a taint of mental unsoundness on ail topics, at ail times, andunder ail circumstances. Dr. Johnson declared that "lahl powerof fancy over reason is a degree of insanity," and Montaigne
affirmed that between madnesis and genius there is but "la haîfturn of the toe." Our ordinary life borderis ail the timo oninsanity, according to the philosopher Taine, "land we cross thefrontier in some part of our nature." AIl of which is fair foodfor speculation and thouglit among persons of learning and cul-.ture. But society cannot entertain any theories of insanitywhicli make men who know what they are doing, and know tliatit is wicked, unlawful and forbidden on pain of death, unaccoun-table for their acts. It wais tlie late Chief Justice Cockburn, ofEngland, who, as a young barristei', while pleading for iRobertPate, who struck the Queen in the face with lis cane, inventedthe 110w wehi-worn phr~ase Iluncontrollable impulse." Pate, as lieargued, struçck Victoria under an "luncontrollable impulse." ButBai-on Alderson, who tried the case, gravely and W'ittily said inlis charge: "lThe Iaw does flot recognize sucli an impulse. Ifa person was aware tliat it was a wrong act lie was about to,

commit, he was answerable for the consequences. A mant miglitsay that lie picked a pocket from some uncontroîlable impulse,u~nd in that case the law would have an unconti.olîable impulse topunisli him for it." It is reported that a leading criminal. lawy erhas been retained, tîrougli private subseription, to assist thedistrict attorney in the prosecution of» the assassin of Mayor
l-arrison.-Albany Law Journal.


