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to mankînd as thc cominion sehlool systein. The sehool systeni
of Amierica, is vTcry young, scarcely out of its swaddling clothes.
We try to ai'swer wvithout irritation, calnily and reasonably,
the criticisins griven. us. We should criticise ourselves.. Vie
should say that we are thie buikiers of the comuîonwveal, we are
the pronioters of this great systein which lies at the basis of the
theory thiat society shahl rue itself, a. theory that stands above
ail others. We shouki feel the treniendous responsibility put
upon us and courageously live up to it. H-owvever we niay
differ in mebhods and principles, wve should stand tooetherin
one thing, and that is, tlîat the children shonuki have earnest.
clevoted, skilfu], liberty-loviîîg teachers.

No subjects essential to prîmary education 2al 1)c legrislated.
into our schools; they cannot be successfully introduced by
siiecial teachers ; they înust be thoroughly known by the.
regrular teachers, and adapted to growing minds by tUec teachers.
Thus the question of strong, eclucated, cultivated teachers is the
one question of this day and future dfays, and as teachers and
teachers of teachers, let us not al1owv any other question toý
stand in the way of Uic real on)e.

The conclusion is this: if the selection of thoroughly corn-
petent teachers is macle the invariable rule, if such teachers,
have the requisite liberty to hcelp their pupils in the best
possible wvay to tie best eductation, then wvhatever is wvise and
(Yood.. wvhatever is actually neecled by the children, wvil1 be found
and applied. The path of progress in education, as ini cvery-

tig le lpendls entirely 111)01 the knowvicdge, skill, and
devotion of the wvorkers to the wvork donc."

-The inference înay be mnade froin this pa.per with apparent
fairness that the writer does not appreciate th)e fact that there
are very many excellent teachers now at work in our sehools.
Such ai inference is very far froni the truth. Tiakzen, as a
wvhole, there is no cIass of wvorkers more devoted to their duties.
than are the teachers ini our public sehools. If these excellent
teachers hiad the liberty of truc artists, if they wvere notheec
ini and Iiiniited by a uniform systein that demaiids the same
resuits froîn each sehool, if good teachiers had Uic ineans o
constaîîtly improvîng, this question of fadis wvould never appear.
The soleînni fact, is thiat most legisition, înost rules and
regrulations, are made to get the be st possible results out of
inferior teachers; thus the really good teachers are too ofteil
bounci to dead rouitinie by miles that should only app]y, if they
are to be used at ail, to teachers whlo must be boistered up and
hernmned ini, ini order to get seerningly fair results. 1Proper
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