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6 Sic couriied Iow, she spokc linalair,
Shc scit ai on lais way;

She said m. sic stoud sniîng thice
Vou %c weali and wls,. and wisàoi raie,

Buat 1have Wols dt:c dav."

Crombie did flot leave the manse 'viil an easy mmnd, and
the niarq bie thouglit cif 'vat bie had said and wlaat lie laad
not said alîcre, the more uncasy lie becanue. Hceivas in a
quandry, be îold iiirnself, putting the accent an tlae last Il a."
'l'ais surprise andl uaibernation lbe found iniseli in doubi
as ta tic course lie ought ta pursue

Hcelîad gone ta tlie nianse 'itli the full intention ai ask.
ing thbeminister's lass whIether she 'vere the wife ai the man
wlaion lie bad seen saglowerîng ai the ne% lîeadsane"a in tlîe
kîrkyard of Kalgower, and of puttirig il ta lier conscience
wvhetlicr she avas not breaking the lavb ai God and man by
keeping lierseif hîdden out aiflis wvay.

But lie bad not asked lier. Hecoculd not do il. Hc had
corne aîvay %vitluout a word, and now ie ivas saying ta bii-
self thait te man wbo, tbrough soft-heartedness, or tbrough
tlhe influence ai camnaI affection, sutlered sin in anaîher, ihus
bcing tnfaithful ta a sinful sout in danger, 'vas birnself a sin.
ner. licauaght ta have spaken, bie told hiniscîf. Hec could
not bc caîled upon ta tell the Etory ta another, but ta Allîson
berself she stiouild have spoken. If bier conscience needcd ta
bc wakened, he sanned against ber in keeping silen.c. It
maght bave been ta prepare ham for tlîis very work tbat
be laad been sent ta lay lis Eppi e dawn in tbat far away
kirkyard.

Saunners sîood still on the hlîside wben bie gai thus far.
Ought bc ta go Iack agatn ? Uc could flot be sure. The
îhaugbt of the firsi glirnpse he had gat ibat nigbt ai Allisan
sîttîng quiet and busy 'viîb ber sork, wvtb a look af graîvîng
content upon ber face tb.ît had once been sa gloorny and sad,
carne back ta bîm, and lie moved an again.

l' l'Il sleep on il," said hie, " and ll scek counsel."
hit'vas a wse resolution ta 'vbîcb ta came. Saunners

ivas a good inan, tbouglh, perhaps, bc did flot alhvays do ful
bonaur ta bis Master or ta bimself in the siglit of ibose wba
'vere loaking an. He 'vas 'adaur, and saur, and iII ta bide,"
ir %vas said of lîam, even by saime anîong bis friends.

But tbere 'vas ibis also ta be saut of Saunners. It 'vas
aîay v hen a lieaif struggle anid disappointînenu and bard,
wearying- work 'vas more than balf over, ibat lbe bad came
ta sec the "lTruc Ligbt," and to find the belp of tbe Bur-
deri.Bearer. A mari may forsake the sins of bis youîb and
Icara ta hate tbe thîngs îvicbh e loved before, and ta lave
the tbings wich lie baîcd, and in bass heari long, and in bis
life strîve, ta folloîv tbe perfect Ercample in aal îbings. But
the lamper 'vbicb bas been indulged for ball a lifetimie can-
flot bc easily and mi:, overcome, and habits 'vbicb bave
groivn îbîougb the years cannai be casi aside and put oui ai
sigbt in a marnent, like an ill-fitting garment 'vbich %vilI
neyer trouble more. Life 'vas. in a iyay, a struggle ta Saun-
ners still.

But îbough ha losi bis temper samptimes and seerned ta
those 'vbo 'ere too rcady ta judge bim ta (ail in the puîîing
on ai thax charaty wbacb I"timnketb no evil,'"'aand wbicb is

1 te bond of pertectness," lie %vas still a good maîn, bontest,
conscientiuus. just, and bie cauld neyer willingly have sougbt
ta harm or ta alarm n ny belpless or suflering creauure.

Buat then neither 'vould bis conscience Ict i bi consent ta
sufer sin in anc wbornlie migbt, tbrough faiîbful dealing,
save frorn loss and ruin, and wbom bc migbt bring back ta the
right îvayag,«-in.

"She loiaaloak like a sinfu' 'varnan," ha îbought, ecal.
ing the glinipse bie bad got îbraugb ibe open door, of Allison
siîîing au pence and sale froni banm. a"Sbe is like a 'vomara
ivba bas seen sarraw, and wbo is tinning trough wi't. And
yan man ball an evil loak.

"And a(ter a', wbnt hae 1 ta go upon ? A anme on a
heidstane in a faraîva' kirkyard ! A' the resu came frac the
'vea 'ud 'vifie (the itle mad 'voman), 'vbo micht have made
up itie stary, or orly belîeved it truc because a' ibe ill.'vill she
bora ta yan dark, ningry Inokin' man And even if the suory
bc truc, whaî calbave 1 ta maki or meddla in it ?

IlNo' an ill word ibat ever 1 hae beard bas been spoken
af the lass since stuc came ta the manse. Sb's ai peaca,
and sbe's daing tbe ork that stemrs ta be given bier ta do, and
-l'Il bide a wee and seek counsel. And after a', wbaî bac 1
gai ta go upon ?"asrcpeaîcd Saunners.

But there 'vas planty ta go upan, as hae knew wcll, if lie
had only been sure that it would be %vise ta do anything, or
meddlea a al in the matter. Uc biad only spoken a word ta
Allisan ; but tht wec 'vitle, whit bey sai togeiber an a fallen
gma1vestona. bad told barn, nat tht whole sory-sha 'vas bamdly
capable ai doang ibat-but aIl of au ibat she bad sean wîtb bier
awfl cycS.

OJh à yas. She knew ive]] at~out bonny Allie B3ain. She
ivas an tht kirk wben she 'vas marricd Ilsair azainsi bier
till. It tvas liike a naucklc black corbia carrying off a cuslaat
dca. But the cushat gai rat for a' ihat," said the 'vea 'viel,
wih nods =Î1 smilcs and shrilî laughtar.

Bot she sai' noîhing ai tht bratber's paru in ihat 'vhich
fallowcd, though she told with glcea low Brownrig bnd gatten
bas desarts baforc al was danc, and haw ibe bride 'vent ana
way, and tbe bridcgroorn 'vani anoîber, lacmrried bamrie wi'
sair bancs in bis gig." She told how Crsu Allison's mibehr,
and ihen hanr failiar, 'vere- put in tht grava, 'vEera îbcy bath
lay îvitb tht e irsuat au ieir heads, and baw Il bonny
Allia" bad came ta say farawchl ta îhecmn thare. Sha grcw
aagcn andr cloquent 'vben sha cama ta baer own part in tht
stary.'.I1'vas litre mysil', as I arn naisi clays, for it's a bonny
place and halesome, tbougb you mightna îbink iî litre among
the de-id folk. 1 lika ta bac a crack 'ith theni îhat's been
ava' for many a ycar and day. My mather lies ow-er in yen
noak, and the Man I sbauld bac marri.'My faîber and my
brother 'vert hast ai 5C3.

"4Oh!1 ay-and about banny Allie. Wccl, she ]av dawn,avis ber face upon the sad, and lay lang ulîcra, and wbcn she
lifted it again it 'vas wvhite as the snaw, but thara wasna a ucar
upan ik. Then there came the bark ' a dog that 1 kcnncd
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weel. He tyas sent after me once. though Brownrig denies
it. Se 1 made free ta go in hy ; and says 1, ' Miss Allie,
dear, 1 hear the bark o' the black dog. Worry, and 1 doubt
his maister's flot far awa'.1

IlShe wvas speakin' ower the tva' ta the minister's son by
that une, and after a minute or two she caine awa', put hier
face down on the grave again, and then she follawed me.
And wlien we came near ta the foot o' the brae, 1 garred
ýinîade) hier take off lier hose and shoon, and mille doon the
burri a bâtie iliat the dug rniigltna follotv the scent, and 1
laid doon peats that sie rigbt step on them a bit of Uicetvay
between the burn and my ain door.

IlWhen she carne in she sat stili like and dazeci and spent,
and neyer a wvord spake she. But 1 stirrcd up the ire and
bailed the kettie, and said 1I

"Did yc break your fast afore yc caime awa'?'
"There tvasna timie,' said she.

And ye had nae heart for your supper yestreen, and ye(argot yere dinner, and nac; wonder. But if ye'rc thinkin' a'
wnning aiva' ta Aberdeen ibis day, or even the morn, ye'Il
necd ta tak' something ta mnake ve strong for the long jour-
ney.'

IlSo she ate lier bread and drank bier tea, and then she
lay down on my bed and sîcepît the hale day. I was unset.
led mysel' that day, and 1 thochit 1 would gang up the brae ta
the Mleikiles and get sorme buttermilk thai the mnistress had
praînised me. Sa 1 darkened the wndow and locket rny
door. But I dîdria leave my key in the thccking (thatch) as
1 do whîlcs, in any case any a' tle neebors micht send a bairn
'va a sup a' milk, or a bit fromn a new %.ut cheese. It's 'veel to
gie them a chance ta open tbe door."

"And îvhat iben?" said Crombie, fearful of another
digression. Il What happencd then ? I

" Oh ! naeting happcned. 1 only thought 1 îvould be as
well awa', in case Broîvnrig sent or came humsell ta set: what
there 'vas ta sec. Sa 1 gaed awa' for a whilq, and when 1
cain back I just set mysel' doon ai the door to wait for wbat
îvould caine ncxt. Allie sîcepît on, and had nae appearance
o' having mnoved Mien the sun ivas riear set, which .wasna
early, for the days 'vere near their langest. But 1 made the
ire burn up, and b'ilcd the kettle ta be rcady, and made the
tea. And then tvhal should Isece but Brownrig irîsel', riding
on bis black horse and followcd by lus uncanny îyke. 1 hadl
only time ta draw thegstber the doors o' my pressbed ere hie
'vas upon me.

«'I 'vas feared ai tbe sicht & the dog. and the man saw i
but it wasna for iysel' that l'vas feared, and that hie didna
sece.cc &Ye needna gang white like thai at the dag. He'll do ye
no harmi,' said hie.

"' No, unless ye bid him,' said I.
He gacd me a dark look, and said hie l''m not like ta do

that, though 1 hear you have accused me of it.'
"Sa 1 saw heie'vas gaen ta speak me far, and I cum' ta tbe

door, and a' at once 1 sawv the twa cups ibat I had set on the
table for Allie and me.

"Ye're to hbac a veesiior the nict ? I said lie.
"'Wha' kens ?' saîd 1. 'im aye re idy, and it as ta bc

you the nicht. Camne ye aw.ay in and take a cup ' ica, and
muaybe l'il fid a drappie ' somcthing sironger, gin yc'll pro.
mise na' ta itel the gauger. No' that l'm feared at bim.
l-e's a frien' o' mine, and that's mair iban 1 would mak'
bauld ta say o' ye'resel', said 1, aiean' another feared look, at
the dog. -Caine in by, and sut oon.'

IlBut îî 'vas grawing late, bie said, and bie must awa'. He
bad anly a question ta speii- ai me. Had 1, by ony chance,
seen bis 'vife passing by ibat day ? And in wbosecocm-
pany ?

- ere 'vie! said 1, as gin 1 hall forgaîten. I wbiles
do forget."

- 'Av, my wiifc, M isîress Bro%% nrg -lier thai 'vas Allison
Bain!'

Il'Oh P'said 1 ihen; bonny Allie Bain? Ay, 1 did thai
In tbe early, early miornin' 1 saw lier ower yonder, lying 'vi'
bier face on the new-madc grave.'

"I spak' laicb (10w) when 1 said it.
"And did ye no' speak ta bier? ' said bie.

1 daured na',' said 1.
"'And vhicb ay tenî she?' said lbe.
«" She stood up on bier feet, and looked about bier like anc

dazed, and iben soniebody spokc ta bier froin awer the tvall.
And in a wee wbile 1 cam' round and said a word, but sbe
never answered me!'

"And wha was thee man ? Or tvas it a mian ?
"'Oh! ay. It was a anan. It 'vas the miinister's son

wba bas came laîely frae America. But I beard nae a word
lic said.'

" H.-dden ? 1 be said. 'l'il hae a tvord ii' bîm.' And hie
gaed off in a burry, and 1 was glad enaw. Then 1 cried afier
hm. 'Take y'rc dog 'vi' ye, and tbe next trne ve comaIcave bam at hame.' But lit never heedcd, but bie hurried

"And wbat bappencd ibeai P askcd Saunners, îrying ta
bide the inîcresi bie îook in the stary, lest she shauld suspect
diat hae bad a reason for it.

IlDoubtless MIr. Hadden told him the trutb. There wvas
litile ta tell. But naething came a' it, or af a' the search
'vbich he lias kcepit up sînce îbcn near and far. It gaes nie
laucb when 1 îhink about it. He was rnad 'vi' the love o'
fier, and the last urne lhe tout-hed bier band 'vas when lbe
put the ring upon ît an the kirk. Her lips bie neyer toucbad
-ibat l'Il daur ta swear And a' ibis trne lia bas been livin'
in the bouse ihat hae rodc sac grand and fine for bier. Anad
docsna bie baie it waur tban pain or sin by ibis tim ?Ay !
tbat does lbe," said sbc with bier sbrill laugbîcr. "He bas bad
a bard Vcar a' it. Hc gaes berc and there; nd wban a
nex.comer as ta bc star. among us, bis cen is upon bim ta
miak'I sure ihai bi mayna bac samectbing ta say ta tbu folk
ibat bides in Grassi-that's the Bains' farm. And gin hae
thocht ana bad a tvord ta say about Allie, hae would gar bis
black dog rive bum in bits, but bie vould get it oui of bim."

Then a change came over the aId woman's face.
IlAnd haw did sbe get awa' at lasi? " asked Crombie,

grawing uncasy under ber cye.
IlOb! she woan awa' easy encuch in t-ivhile. She 'vas far

frac 'veel then, and l'ni thinkin' ibat sbc's maybe dcad and a'
baer troublas o'cr by tbis time.-"

"And ber nmme was Allie Bain, 'vas it P'
"Ay, ay! lber natna 'vas Allie Bain."
"Weel, 1 nacd ta bc gain' now. 1 îhan k ve for yer story.1

Anad if ever 1 bappen ta sec bier, l'se tell hier ibai I saw a
(rien' o' bers wba spak' 'veel o'lhcr. And what may va're ain 1
nanme bc?"
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"e46My name's nither this nar tlami, that ye slbould seek ta
ksn it. And, man I gin ye're cens should ever lichi on nce

tbat ca's herse!' Allie Bain, gac by lier, as gin she wasna
there. It's better that neither man nar wornan sbould ken
wbere site lias made lber refuge, lest ncsb ould speak lier
name by chbances and thae birds o' the air slaould carry tbe
sound o' it ta bier enerny awer yonder. Na, na ! Thae least
said is soonest menided, tlîougb 1 doubt I bave been savin'
mair than 'vas wise miysel'. But yc sccrn a ddcent-like bodlie,
and ye %vere in sair trouble, and 1 thoclît 1I îîîclit lbeartens ye
'vitb friendly 'vords ere ye gaed awa'. But bac yc naetbing
ta say abolit Allison Bain neither ta mani ar oman, for iM
would be sure ta came a' it."1

She 'vas cvidently vexed and troubled, far slie.rase up andi
sat dowvn, anîd glanced sadeways at bani in silence for a tybile.
Then she said:

I dausay ye're thinkin' me a queer-like crater. l'n
auld, and l'in crooket, and wviles rny hcad's no richt, and
tliere arc fnlk thai dinna like ta anger sie, for (car tlîat 1 îîiclît
wisli an ill wisb on tbern. 1 read îny Bible and say rny pray-
crs like ither folk. BIat l'tunon' sayln' thami I bacna seen un-
canny tlîings bappen ta folk that bîac gaen against nie. Tbere's
Bra'vnrig bimscl', for instance.

l 'm no' sayin' ta ye ta do the lass snae ill. Ye seem a
decent man, and bae nae cause ta menibler ill. But neyer
ye narne her nainie. That's gaod advicc-tbaugb I baven't
taken itanysel'. Gude-day tri ye. And baste ye ava'. Dinna
let Brownrig's evil cens licht on ye, or bc'll bac out a' yau a
ye ken and mair, ere you cans îurn round. Gudc-day ta ye,"

IlGude-day taý you," saidi Saunners, rising. Hce'vatcbed
lier till she passcd round the bill, and then lie 'ent aîvay.

But the repentant wvcc titie did not lose sightaofhinitill bie
bad gone many miles on his boineward 'vay. She followed
lîîm an the distance, and only turned back 'vhcn site caught
sîght oa 1Browvnrig on bis bla k horse, with lbas face tumcd
toward is haine.

Thougb Saunners wuould nat bave awncd iliat thîe woman's
'vards bad laastened bis departure, hc lost no sirne in sctting
out. It tvas nat impossible that, should Brovnrig faIl in
witb bim later, lie might seck ta find out wvether bc badl ever
seen or beard af Allison Bain, sînce tbat seenîed ta be bis
îvay withl strangers. That lie should wî!e aut of bin any in-
formation that be chose ta kcep ta biniself, Saunnerb thougbt
ittle likely. But hie mîgbt ask a direct question ; and the aId
anan tald himselfble could bold up his face and lie ta no man,
even ta save Allison Bain

Sa bie hastcaed away, and the %wearincss of bis lîomcward
rond 'vas doubtless beguiled by the îlîaughts 'vbich lie bad
about the sîary he bad beard, and about lus duty concern-
ing it. His wisdam 'vuuld bc ta forget it altagether, bc îold
barnsclf. Blut lic could flot do so. He came ta the manse
that nîgbt 'vitb the intentiaon of tclling Allîson aU lbe badl
beard, and af getting the truli from ber. But vben hie saw
lier sitting tberc so safe, and out of harnî's way, lie could not
do it.

And Vet be could not put it altogether aut af bis tbougbts.
Hc 'voald flot hârr a. bair ai the lassie's lîcad. A good
woaman she must be, for she badl been doîng bier duty in thc
mnanse for nearly a ycar now, and neyer ai word ta be spoken
agaanst lier. And tvbo kne'v ta tvbat straits she might be
driven if she 'vere oblîged ta go a'vay and sceek anotber
slielter? There ivere fcw chances ibat site would ind an-
aiber sucb home as the manse. N'a, lhe vould tser flot an-
other word ta startle bier, or ta îry ta 'vin lier secret.

"But ibere is John Beaton ta be consadered. 1 would
tain bac a word %vi' John. He's a lad iliai maybc îbinks
ower-wvecl a' bimself, and carnies luis bead awer.bigb. But
the root o' ithe, maîîer's in *bim. \'es, 1 bac little doubt o'
sisat. And if 1I'm nae sair mista'en tbere's a rough bittie o'
rond before bum. But lic is in gude bands, and be'ilI 'in
througb. 1*1l speak ta bma, and l'Il tak' hni t a unawares.
l'il ken by the frst look o' bis face 'vbctber bis bcart is set on
ber orno
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But John badl been takens by surprise before Crombies turn
came ta spcak. Some anc cIsc had spaken.

i vas Saîurday nigbî. Thte'vork of thie îvek 'vas oves
Marjorie vas sale asleep, and, restless 'vîth the tbougbts
which ai'%vays came sith ieisure, Allison tlarew a shawl over hcr
head and 'vent outi mua tbe lasse. hit'vas dark ilacre, whcre
tbe hedge 'vas higb, and the branches bung low front the
trces in the manse garden ; but beyond tbe lanes the fields
and the far-a'vay halls lay cîcar in tbe rnoonigbî. With lin-
gering steps she turned îoward the green, alang tbe palib
ivhacb skirted the cottage gardens. Xhen she came ta thc
la:_ af them she heard bier ntarne called softly.

It was John Bcaton's voice. She could nai sec bim whcrc
ha sîood, but hae saw lier clearly He sa'v on ber face, as she
drew near, tbe shadow wbicb îold of tht aId sadness and
glnom ; and bc saw it pass, like the misu befoie tht sunsbinc,'
as slî'stood still ta listens. lit.a moment lis: adie aped the
dyke, and stoad by ber side.

IAllison !"I said bie, eagerly, as he taok lier laand.
John was yaung, and hcad bad but small axperience

'vilb 'voman and bar 'vays. or bc neyer 'vould bave mis-
taken the loak an Allison's face for the look af lave wbichbcb
longed ta sec. He neyer would have clasped and kissed lier
'vithaut a word.

In tht cxtramiy af bar surprise and dibrmay, Allîson lay
for a marnant an bas embrace. TMian she sirugg cd ta get
fret.

IlAllbson, forgiva me-because 1 love you. Allasor., say
that you 'vill bc my wf.

A loîv cry ai anguisb caime froan lier wvhite lips.
«'Oh ! may God pity me. 1 have been sarcly tvrang, or

ibis woold flot have camne ta bc my punîsbmcnî."l
Sise drcw berself awvay frarn bm, but she made no maya-

ment ta lave him. John bung lishead befare ber.
w4.Allason, forgivc ni> prcsuimption, ind gtve me a chance to

'in yur lave. Allison, 1 lova you daarly."41Htish !" she tvbispcred. "lCamne wîîh me. 1 must speak-
ta you. 1 bave donc wrang, but how could I cvar bave dreamed
tbat you wauld giva a thaugbt ta me?'

She laid ber hand upon bis arm.
I an irn sore troubc. Cama îvith me somaî%vhcre-to your

inaher-for 1 must u pak ta you."
'a Not ta my mother, if yau have anything ta say which 'vili

gricve lier," said John, buskily.
cc It ight gricva bier, but she %vould understand. She ntigbt

be atngr for a moment ; but she is kind and gozd, and she
wauld nat îbink cvl of me."


