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@UR TONG COLKS.

'llite %va, an .l 17 on1î1a111
%Vho livcd in tr ntoün;

SItc made a rice pudding,
But cut it loo 500(t.

W'hen she fûtind 'tvasn'l donc,
Site gave il a îbirowv;

Il canle ta our plattet,
.And t(v. called il UqYU.

When lier lutile boy. saw
What bis toter liad donc,

lile scowlced andi made faces
l'lâ CrowdeLd the stin.

lie losî Ili% dear p!udding,
And ta wisb is in vain,

Ilis tcars féeu in torrents,
Andi w cailed tent rai,,.

''lie ni-in in thte mon, %tho
11 aci been off tb town,

Ileardl bis liffle boy crying
whicbi cauulul Iiii»i Io frown.

lie gave inti nlice Stvectuteats,
And toi.! hinita1 dine;

Oh. tbeit thet tvas sntblng!
Il? caild it i,,,,,.h j,:.

TIT FOR TA T

IN a certain hanse, ini a certain street, in a
certain City (the narne of îvhich, this

being a true stary, may not bc inentioncd)
dwelt a cat and a dog who wvere not frieildly.
lit ivas the cat and Tat wvas the dog. One
ivas a fine, pure 'Maltesc ; and the other %vas
a slick black-and-tan. V2r>' goad laking
tlîey bath wvere.

In the flrst place ail wcnt welI in thcfr bc-
'iaviour. That is, they bore cadi other's in-
firmities ivith ivell-bred farbearance. Thcy
slept in the sanie authause ini peace, and ate
off the saine disli witl no greater fuss than
the close, flrmi laying back of the cars, whichi
might have meant fcar, or niervausness, or
aversion. At any rate it wvas not perfect
cornfortablctiess.

And yet they were very iveli acquainted,
were always togctber, and cou ldn't keep away
froni each other. lit coitldn't paw a mause
without the attention of 'Fat; nor could 'Fat
worry any cat in a tree without Tit wvas ini the
windov ta observe it.

In a word, they seerned necessary tai cadi
other; and, as 1 said, ail wentwell for a time.
That is, until lit carne inta possession of a
kitten, and Tat wvas mother of a îvee dog;
which, by a strange coincidence, camne ta pass.

Tien ail was changed. There %vas lit for
Tat aIl the time there wvas flot 'Fat for lit.
If 'Fat wvalked past, ever sa dernurely, the
particular basket %vliere kitten lit lived
mother Tit wvould fly at mother Tat in the
rnost feariess and frantic manner; and slap
the olther, bath sides of the hecad, with the
velvet paw-pads that had claws in them.

On the other haud, if 'Fit liapperîcd tai stroli
the wvay of Tat's kennel, Tat showed ber
pretty white teeth, and groid terrible
threats, and slowly and awfully made for that
cat.

It was always in thiEs %vise: il lit couid aniy
back lierself out of danger slîe ivas quite safe ;
for tien slic made lier twao cycs flash and
burn like tiva coals, and muade thc hair stand
up aIl over ber body, and lier tail greîv bigger
than tvo tails; and slie îvould hiss, and spit
and sputter, and mnake hierseif sometiing
mucli ta bc fcared, so thiat 'Fat was sure ta
beat a basty retreait.

If thcre was any choicc 'Fat wvas tic more

* pecaceable of the two; but bath werc bad

cnough, and cither ivould take advantage of
the other if possible.

'Fhe only way that 'Fat could possibly get
the better of 'Fit %vas to take lier tinaiarcs
ivhen lier back wvas turned. If Tat came up-
au lier ini sucli a case Tit %vas titterly defense-
less, demoralized and panlic-stricken.

Onîe fine day it fell out that Tit hiad Icit lier
bab), kit asleep, and %vas leisuirely îvalking iu
the hall toward thc stairway, lost in reverie
and utnprepared for danger,

Tat, thc do-, cspied lier, and said, "Nowv is
rny chance," and slid slyly across thc hall and
sprang at the hecels of 'Fit wvith a shrili yelp,
%vhich îwas enough ta scarc the wits out of
any cat, bc she ever so brave ini facing the
danger.

Tit sprang up iuta the air and then fled tup
the stairwvay like a flash af liglit. Tat Rcw
after, barking wildl>' at his vîctory. On tbecy
sped, across aniotlier hall, up aniother fliglit,
acrass still aniother hall, up still another fligit,
juta the attic, and up througli the open scuttle
on ta the roof, on and on-%vauld yotu believe
it ?-under such lheadway neither could stop.
lit wvent straiglit off the roof, civet and aver
sic turnbled in air, down tipon the walk belowv.
And Tat wvent straiglit aiter hier, over and
aver in thc air, and down uipon thc îvalk below.

Tit being a cat, and having ine lives, carne
upon ber fecet ail safe anîd souind anîd quiet as
usual, except lier tail had recdhed its utmost
dimensions, and ber cars werc pinncd back in
thc mast extraordinary way upon lier liead,
and sic looked very mucli bewildered.

But, alas! poor 'Fat, being only a do-, and
having, only a life or twva instead of ten, fell
fat on lier side upon the îvalk, perfectly
seuseless, thc blood aazing froin the uiastrils,
and ber four legs stretclîcd out as straiglit as
four sticks.

She neyer spoke, nor groaned, nor opened
an cye, nor' expressed a sliadowv of violence or
reproacli. Slic w~as dead and gone and no
mnistake, and that wvas al; and it wvas quite
enougli.

Sa now it was the most natural thing in the
world ta say she %vas tie best and most ami-
able and most inoffensive dog in the îvorld,
and that she neyer did a wrong ini ber lite.
Slic neyer wvas ugly or sclflsh; but had a sense
of the humorous that wouldn't let her bc quiet
and that this saine cat wvas always leading
lier into miscief. And if she had committed
ail thc crimes, no coroner could have found
this little black-and-tan dog other tban white
because af the poor littie orphan dog lcft be-
hind.

But sadder than 'Fat, thc dcad dog, wvas the
sight of lit the living cat. Slic %valked
around bier dead campanion, and laoked him
over carefully in the rnost lîopeless and dis-
consolate mTanhier, as if saying: " If 1 hadn't
donc it." That vcry îvay, you knaw, that
people pick up and fit togetier the tbousand
and ane bits of the porcelain cup that bas
fallen upon tic hearth, and woudcr if there is
a cernent that ivili inake it wboic again.

She said not a word, but drooped witli de-
jection from the cnd of tie nase ta the tip of
the tail.

Shie sbcd flot a tear, but walkcd away fram
thc dcad dog, the larnenting household, tbe
policeman, and aIl thc small boys assemblcd,
and entced Uic bouse.

Slic vient straighitway tai Uie kennel, and

took tic small baby dog by tic nape af is
ncck, just as if lie wvcre a kitten, aud carricd.
him off, and put huni in lier aovn basket witlî
lier aivii kit; andc red hini t1ien and tiiercdftcer
witli more tlîar the milk of Ixuran kindness
fromn lier own breast.

And the little baby (log grcîv îîp under lier
care, along witli thc baby kitten, inta a vcry
manly do- inanliood. And peace prevailed.

And tic niother kit grcev lavely by reason
of the div'ine pity expressed ini acts.

And this is a truc story of thc way tîxere
wvas rcturncd "tit for tat."

P t/BL ICA NVS.

T 1- lE publicauis ivere thc Roman tax-g-ath-
crers, of wviom tliere %vcrc several

classes. 'Tli Roman senate farrncd thc taxes
ta rici capitalists, ivia agrecd ta pay a cer-
tain suai into thc public treasir)', and reini-
btirse theniselves ivith thc taxes they coliect:'
cd. Tliese capitalists wvere called publi-allj,
anîd oftcn formc.d thieniselves into a joint-stock
coanpany, appainting anc of tîjeir number as
gencral manager. Ile usually rcsidcd at
Romie, andi %vas called up/,

The tub/icawi ivere an influtential section of
the Roman kuniglîts. an aîîcient arder %vlio
accupicd a kiud of middle rank bctwcen the
senatars and thc people. 'Fiese, hoîvever, are
nat mcntioîîed in the Newv Testament. The

.publicans" so frequcntly referrcd ta- there
were the port itor*cs, or men îvhoc wcre employ-
cd by thc publicani ta collect tic taxes ini thc
provinces. Fhîey wvcre thc actual custani-
house afficers, and iverc commonlv natives af
the provinces whlere tlîey wvere s tatiotied.
'Fbcy ivere supervised .by the .sib-magistiri,
wvIo iniade the returns ta the magister at Rame.
Zacclicus was a stib-mýagis/cr, or - chief ai thc
publicanis"(Luke xix. 2). Levi, or iM-atthewv,
wvas anc of thc portiores, or tax-gatherers.

'Fli publicans, af ivhatcver class, %vere
looked upon wvitlî disfavor by thie masses of
thc people. Mie complimeutary reference of
Ciccro ta tIc pub/îccvzi, which bas sametimes
been cited as au evidence af their bigla re-
spectability, is thiauglit ta bave been merely
tic fiattcry of an aratar wvbo souglit ta ac-
coniplisli political purposes tbercby. The
porfé/or-es, howevcr, wvere especially detcsted.
'Flîir duty, if liouestly discbarged, wvould
have mnalle them unpopuiar enough; but
whlen, as w~as often the case, tiey wvent bcyond
their legal rights, and levied exorbitant taxes,
using ail thc rnachiucry af tie law ta belp
them, thicir unpcpuiarity greatly increased.
Mýany of tlîer %vere Jews, and iverc regardcd
by tlîeir Jcîvisli brethren as no better than the
beatxen, iviti %vbom publicans were aftcn
classcd. Sec Matt. xviii. 1,7. It is said tiat
tic Jeîvs îvauld not associate %vith tbem, nor
allow thim in the temple or iu thc synagogue;
nor îvould tbcy permit tieni ta give tcstimany
lu Jewvisb courts. Evert thc presents îvhich
tlicy braugit ta tic temple are said to, bave
been rcjccted. liey were completcly ex-
cludcd frain their fellows.

Thlese statements serve tai illustrate tic re-
fercuce ruade ta tic publicans in tic Gospel
narratives. 'Fhey %wcrc ciasscd with sinners.
Sec ïMatt. ix. 10, 11 ; Ni. 19; Mark ii. 15, 16;
Luke vil'. 34; xv. i. liicy iere mentioiled
%vith liarlots. Sec Matt. xxi. 31, à 2. 'Fiey
ivere alluded ta as occupying tic lowest posi-
tion in r.iorals, the vilest of the vile: "cr'en
tic publicans.' M1ýatt. v. 46, 47.


