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REVIVALS.

Mu, EDTOR,—In yourissuc of March 17 is a letter
from *“An Anxious Inquirer,® in which he acknow.
ledges revivals of religion as right and scriptural, yet
complainsof the mcthods by which they are conducted
in some quarters, and asks if he1s nght 1 regarding
such methods with suspicion.

As onc of those wmvited to reply, 1 shall briefly cx.
press my views on this subject  Although the lan-
guage used in the letter referred to savours shightly of
prejudice, the exception 1s well taken.  Equally wath
the pastor, the evangelist requires to cultivate reves
rence in approaching God as well as tact in dealing
with men. It would seem that a lack of these on the
part of the cvangelist in question caused * Anxious
Inquirer ” to write, and gave lam semething to write
about. The fact, | think, is universally granted
throughout our Church that special as well as ordinary
means of grace arc desirable. In ceapressing my
humble opinion as to how such speaial services should
be conducted, 1 shall make a proposition and bnefly
reply to the two most likely objevwons which would
be raised against it The proposition s this. Lrery
pastor should be the evangeliat of his own congrega-
tion. Sce 2 T iv. 5.

‘The first objection to this s that the extra cxertion
would be likely to prove too much for the pastor.
This has some force when apblied 1o the work of pre-
paring addresses, for here the pastor is at a disadvan-
tage when compared with the tinerant evangehst,
who, for-the most part, has lus sermons and 1alks pre-
pared beforehand, so that he does not consider 1t any
burden to preach night after mght.

In order to overcome this difficulty the pastor could
get a brother minister to assist him, but, if possible,
should avoid getting a succession of ministers which
would have a tendency to divert the attention of the
people from Chnst to the comparative mernits of the
inen who declare his message.

The second objection is that the majority of our
ministers have not the necessary gifts for successfully
conducting a revival, They are not cut out for that
sort of work. Lct me ask if they have ever tned?  1f
they have not the objection shouid not be urged. If
they have, and failed, the failure 1s more hikely 10 be
found in a lack of faith and prayer than in the lack
of talent. He is not considered a successful farmer
who cannot use the rcaping-hovk as well as the
sowing basket. Nether 1s he making full proof of
his ministry who fears to cnter upon tlus most unpor-
tant part of ministerial work. That this is the most
joyful part of a minister’s labours needs only to be
mentioned ; experience confirms the statement.

Do we not wonder, then, at a2 mumster who has
toiled faithfully 1in the ordinary mimstration of the
Word, and has been the instrument in God’s hand of
conducting so many of s flock to the very threshold
of the kingdom, 1 say do we not wonder that he
should then send for a stranger to welcome them in?
‘The pastor’s place, especially at meetings of this kind,
1s sacred, and cannot be properly tlled by any other
person. He knows his peop!~.  Many ase the cords
of sympathy which proceed from the anxious hearers,
all finding their terminus in the heart of the pastor
who addresses them from the desk and invites and
urges them to seck refuge in Chnst.  Along these un-
seen wires flash the recollections of former scenes,
conversations and scrmons of which the present
utterances are a forcible application  While eacite-
ment should be carefully avoided, downright earnest-
ness canpot be dispensed with.  In order that these
may be properly regulated, by all means let the pastor
himself stand at the helm, and the congregational
wrecks to which your correspondent alludes will not
be so likely to take place.

Should it be asked, where, then, ts there a field of
labour for the evangelist who s not a pastor? Dr.
Cochrane could answer this aucestion better than I
could. 1 think he could point out many mission ficlds

“where the services of a pastor rannot yet be obtained,
and where the evangelist could do a little pustoral
work in addition to that for which he may be specally
qualified. COUNTRY PASTOR.

M=. EDITOR,—%“An Anxious Inquirer ” must have
been asleep in some corner if he does not hnow that our
old methods of church work arc too slow for the close of
the nineteenth century. There have been such revi-
vals of zcal and fervour among the hosts of Satan and
such devilish ingenuity in devising, energizing and en-
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forcing measures for propagating crror and vice with
the aid of modern applfances of science and art that
the Christtan Church has bicen asking: Are f¢ as
carnest and active as we might and ought tobe ? The
cncmy are coming in like a flood; can nothing more be
done to turn the tide and rescue the perishing?  If,
as most agree, we are shut up to the use of the ordi.
nary means of prayer, prase, preaching and personal
dealing, are we as sacredly and authoritatively con-
fined to the old.fashioned methods of using these
means 2 Is not formalism so sinful, and monotony so
soporitic and dangerous, as to warrant an honest effort
to escape frot these by varying somewhat the ordi.
nary metheds of work and giving to them extraordi.
nary intersity and activity?  Nay, arc we not pledged
to some ¢uch course by our prayers for revival? If
we are in carnest v out the matter will we not work
for 1t as welt as pray *  ls there not a woe for those
who arc at case i Zion, and a promise that when she
travails for souls she shall bring forth children? Ex-
citement ' Would not a little more of it about mat.
ters so momentous be beneticind ? True, Presby-
terians love to have tlungs done * decently and in
order” Would to God we had more of it, for 1 see
things mfinitely worse every day than your cortespon-
dent describes.  Has * exceedingly patnful * case was
cvidently a mistake arising from stupidity or other -
nocent cause ; but arc there not many for whom revs-
val scenes have little attraction, who on the Sabbath
posc as samts and on the week day as sinners and
worldlings. With the most unproved methods, whether
ordinary or special, there will ever be defects and
drawbacks - flics in the cintment,  Still all agree that
the fewer of these the better.  And just here 1 would
like to ask-why this work is left to noisy “ bands” or
travelhng cvanyelists of whom we know littlc or nothing
and whom our ministers cannot see their way to fall
in with, but after whom many of our young people
are led away, perhaps never to return, also heads of
famihies and others from curiosity or real desire to
see more earnest efforts put forth to awaken and save
the careless.  If such cfforts are needed and so nany
of our people and munisters—whom it would not be fair
to charge with being inexperienced, flighty, fond of
exuitement and temporary spinits, but really lovers of
case.disloyal to Christ and the Church, believein them
and resort to them,—why does not the Church make
arrangements to have them conducted in an orderly
manner?  If they are of the importance and value
which many claim, and outsiders are doing the work
1 unsatisfactory ways, why not make provision for
them 1n a way to gain the confidence of all who love
to *worship in the beauty of holiness™?  Isn't it ime
this matter was put in a shape to mect the honest diffi-
culties of many of ue?
ANOTHER ANXIOUS INQUIRER.

Mu. EDITOR,— I read a short article in your inte-
resting paper of the 17th March on the subject of
“ Revivals.,” | heartily agree with the writer in his
remarks. He modesity asks for information as to
whether it 1s right to “hire an cvangelist who comes
into the conpregauon and gets up an excitemeat, and
makes up a hst of conversions, and there the first
part ends,” ctc. He has attended some of those
meetings, and gives a description of the strange pro-
ceedings, wondering greatly that such things should
be pennted i a Presby?enian Church.  The love of
nowelly is one of the evils of the present day, and
snnavalzons have got nto our churches so that, sad to
say, the “old ume religion ” 1s nomore ! Our churches
are turned into music halls, and music (so-called] takes
the principal part of the service. The younger part
of the congregation select picces for themselves, in
which they can sing solos, duets, ctc.,, accompanmed
by the organ, quite irrespective of the quiet, sober-
nunded worshippers.  Our sunple psalm tunes do not
require the aid of an organ {which migh? be tolerated)
if sacred music were sung in which all the people who
had any voice could join,

Uur old psalms and paraphrases scem to be ex-
ploded, and /Aymans, often of the most puerile kind,
have taken their place, and, along with the unsatisfac-
tory modern style of preaching, make church attend-
ance impossible to some of us. .

I mourn over the decadence of the grand old
Church of our great Reformer, and carnestly trust
that the Lord will bring about the time when she will
be as powerful as ever i proclaiming the glad tidings
of salvation to perishing men.

AN OLD-FASHIONED PRESBYTERIAN.

March 29, 1886.

THE SERVICE OF PRAISE.

Let the people praise Thee, O God 3 let atl the people

praise Thee,

MR, EDITOR,—In your issuc of the 17th ult.,, you
ask in a paragraph on ** Musical Taste and Culture,”
*Why is it thatin the service of praise many worship.
pers fail to join?”  Allow me to give what appear to
me to be some of the reasons.

1. The idea of worship in connection with singing
is rapidly disappearing from this part of the service.
Seldom now is a minister heard saying, in giving out
the psalm or hymn - Let us worship God by singing.
Nor are hymn books always compiled on the principle
that the sole object of singing in the sanctuary is to
render praise to God. The tendency is from praise
to music.  Many go to church as they would go to a
concert, not to take part, but to listen, And it Is sad
to sce how this is in sume quarters encouraged by
having sung picces of music, solos and anthems, in
which the pcople are not expected to take any part,
and by advertising gifted singers to sing * at morning
and evening service,” thus turnitig the house of God
into a concert room. How different would it be if the
idea of worslup in this delightful part of the service
were always as prominent as it should be, and led by
some one competent person who apprccimee and feels
the scnuiments he utters, and all the people made to
feel that it s their prvilege as well as duty to take
part 1n offering to God the sacrifice of prase. By
Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips,” Heb.
Xiii. 18,

2. Another reason may be found in the use of mat-
ter which lacks divine authority. Has any minister
such authority for calling upon the people to sing
hymns of mere human composure? And are the
people under any obligation by divine authority to sing
them? Hence it comes to be optional with them, if
not a mattel of indifference, whether they sing them or
not. “We hat2 no doubt,” says a writgr, “that this
radical defect in the entire 3ystsm of hymns has
wrought gradually, but efficiently, to proditce the state
of things we now witness and so many deplore.”

3. Fondness for fine, scientific music is another
reason. This has cver followed in the train of hymns
of human composure. Hence the selection of tunes
ofteatimes which, if not unfit for worship, are above the
people’s ability to use. “ The associations of every-day
musical training and recreations are readily trans-
ferred to the Sabbath wnd the sanctuary, It is all the
singing of songs—men’s songs. These may differ in
their subject, but they are one in their origin.  Hence,
unlike those who use the Werd of God alone in sing-
g His praise, there 1s no particular sensc of incon-
gruity in treating hymns as other songs are treated—
that is, made the more vehicle of music, instead of
employing music to deepen the impression of ‘the sen-
timents uttered.” The musicis everything, the praise
is too much overlooked. Hence the people listen to
the fine music, and those who should lead them in
God’s worship are somctimes found apparently sing-
ing to their own glory rather than to the glory of
God.

5. The last, though not the least, may be found in
the far too general neglect of psalmody in the home.
How seldom now 1s the singing of praise at family
worship heard. Were it observed more generally the
members of families would be trained to engage in
singing to God's praise, and would be prepared and
the more disposcd 10 take part therein when they go
to the sanctuary. Dr. J. W. Alexander, in his
“Thoughts on Family Worship,” thus refers to this
important matter. “\Ve believe that the revival of
psalmody in the house would contnbute to train voices
for the sanctuary. It is mournful to thiuk that a ser-
vice that was so precious to our ancestors, and which
they made sacrifices to enjoy, even when under the
sword of persccution, should die out inmany Christian
JSamilies in those days of peace.” “Praise ye the Lord.
Sing unto the Lord a new song, and His praise in the
congregation of saints,” A. WILSON.

March 19, 1886,

THE increase in duty on imported liquors, necessi-
tated by the deficit in the public revenue, is virtuallya
temperance wmeasure. \Whatever makes intoxicants
less casily obtaimable necessarily reduces thoir con-
sumption. Not a'few who find that such questionable
luxuries are beyond their means will contentedly dis-
pense with their use, '

.



