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modarator.
hill and McGillivray In favour of John S. Lochead,
M.A.,, of Londesborough and Hallet, signed by 113
members and 115 adherents, and promising a stipend
of $1,000, no manse was sustained, and Rev. Mr,
Cutibertson was appolnted to appear In the interests
of the Presbytery befors the Pregbytery of Huron.
The clerk read and laid on the tabls a callto the Rev,
P. C. Goldie, Watford, from the first Presbyterian
Church of Au Sabla and Oscola, Michigan, at salary
of 81,200, in monthly payments, Messrs. Thom and
William Smith appeared for the congregation of Wat.
ford, and Mr. Robert McLeay for the Maln Road.
Documents were laid on the table from the sessions
and congregations of Watford and Main Road, statng
that they had resolved to ralce Mr. Goldie's salary to
§300. M. Goldie declded to accept the call snd asked
that his church be preached vacant on ths first Sab.
bath of April. Mr. Cuthbartaon was appointed to
preach the church vacant on the first Sabbath in
April, and Mr. Johnston, of Napler and Alvinsten, to
act as moderator. Mr, McLintock laid on the table
a call from tho congregation of Burns and Mooreline
Church to Rev ]J. Anderson at a salary of $goo and
manse, signed by 1.8 members and 143 adherents,
It was moved by the Rev, J. Thompson and agreed
that the call be received and that the clerk be instruct-
ed to urge upon Mr. Anderson the necessity of accept-
Ing the call. Prof. McLaren, D.D., was nominated
as Moderator of the next General Assembly. Mr.
Cuthbertson was appointed interim moderator of
Second Church, Petrolia. Mr. Cutbbertson reported
that Forest and M(Kay had agresd to separate ac-
cording to the advice of the Presbytery, so that it iz
now possible for Camlachie and McKay to unite. A
deputation appeared from Camlachie congregation
stating that they were ananimons in agreeing to anite
with the McKay congregation. It wasresolved by the
Presbytery that this union take place on tbe ist of
May. A depution from Ol Springs and Ol City
stated that they had subscribed $450 for the services
of a minister during the year. The Presbytery resolved
to apply for a student to preach for these stations
during the summer and appointed a committee to
vnislt them. Messrs. BicKatcheon, Thompson and
Cuthbertson, ministers ; and T. Gordon, D. Gray, and
Bryce, elders, were appointed commissioners to 1ag
General Assembly, A deputation consisting of Revs,
G. Cuathbertson, J. Thompson and P. C, Goldiz was
appointed to visit Arkona in reference to thg relation
of that congregation to West Adelaide. At theeven-
ing sederunt the subject of temperance was taker up
in connection with schedales sent to the different con-
gregations by a commuttee of the Geaeral Assembly
appeinted to watch over this important jmatter. A
very interesting and earnest discossion took place in
connection with this subject. The speakes anani-
mously compleined tkat the delzy in sending the
schedules by the convener of the Assembly’s com-
mittee practically defeated the object, by not allowing
sufficient time to answer the questions fully. The
Preshytery directed the schedales to be filled up by
sessions and forwarded to Mr. Goldie within one
week, A list of congregations in the Presbytery re
quiring gupplements in aid of thelr minister’s salaries
wos made ap, and the amounts necessary in each casz
agreed upon. Mr. Thomas Macadam proposed the
adoption of an overture to thz General Assembly,
that a method for the proper reckoning of familles
in congreggtions might be adopted. The overtura
was adopted opanimously and Mr. Macadam appoint-
ed to support ¢ before the superiorcourts. A conflict
of jurisdiction between the Presbyteriss of London
and Sarnia arising out of the reception by the  z3.
bytery.of London into the Canada Presb,.crian
Church of tha larger part of the congregation lately
ministered to by the Rev. Mr. McPherson in East
Willlams, which kad refused to join in the unioa of
1875, was next considered.  Mr. Cuthbertson, report-
cd that he had appeared at 2 meeting of the London
Presbytery held on the rith March, but had falled to
rzach any satisfactory adjustment. Rev. Thomas
Macadam proposed a resolution staticg that ac en-
croachment on ths xights of the Sarnia Preshytery
had been made by that of London agzinst which the
former complains to the Synod of Hamilton znid Lon.
don. Messis. John Thompson, . Thomas Macadam
and George Cuthbertson were appointed to :gpq.x
for the Presbilery's inteszsts before theSynod of Ham.
ilton and Lendonatitsnext meativg. The Preshytesy
then closed to.meet at Sarnia oo Taesday, 24th June,
at ten a.m.— GEO. CUTRBERTSON, Pres. Clerk.

L
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

Apnl sn1 ABSTINENCE FOR THE SARE OF ({xCor. 8t
pre el OUTHARS. %!

GorpeN Text.—* Iif meat mske my brother to
offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth.”

'II"L:\‘?&: f See last lesson.

Introduction. —The conl which called forth
these remarks of the Apostls Paul is, so far as the church of
to-day is concerned, & dead issue, but the spirit that per-
vades it and the root principles involved are as important as
whep Paul wrote the letter  The gr{ndple of seli-denial lor
others may,doestake s somewhat different form, yet ‘tisaNew
Testament principle and nesds enforcing now asmuch, if not
more, than it ever did, On one featare of this controversy
we may quote Dean Alford’s words : * The eating of these
portions of the idol-meats was forbidden by theoposties and
elders assembled at Jerusalem. (Acts 1§: 2¢; 21: 35.)
That Paal In the whole of this passage es no allusion to
that Jecree, bat desls with the yaestiun ub its own ments *
* * shows hew little such decisions were at that time s¢-
garded as lastingly binding upon the church; and how fully
comapetent it wras, even during the lifeume of the apostles,
fur Chiistians tu open and yuestion an sts WD @ENts & mat-
ted ahich they (the Apuslla‘g had for 4 specisd purpuse ubee
already decided.”

Notes and Comments.—~Ver. 1. **Things offered
to idols :*’ when sacrifices were offered to idols, a part of the
meat was burnt on the altar, a part was taken by the priests,
and the remasnder went to the wussaipper, who could do as
he pleazed with 1, and 23 a mattes of fact did frequently

his portion to the markets to be sold, and thus partially
indewmnify himselffor his outlay, The Christians could hardly
heip bewng partakersof these meats aniess they kept awsyfrom
all enngs of theu heathen acighbuers and were very stnct
in onquiries s to the meatasoldin the markets. Was
this, then, & matter of importance or of indiflerence 2 ¢ Have
knowledge : » know what1s right 3 in ver. 7 it1s said that
th= ** 18 not tn every man ~ ; that 13, that 1t 1s not aciuall
and practically apprehended by each man. ** Koowledge,”
¢*without charity—puffeth up:* leads to pride, self-sufh-
ciency ; * charity,” or love, *edifieth,” lit,, buildeth up.
Here 15 the contrast, mere religious knowledge may be de-
structive of Chansuaa life, but tove coptirms and consolidates
it.

Vers. 2, 3. ** Aoy man think . " Is sclf-conceited, proud,
he “ knows nothing ; *’ there is no real knowledge without
humility and love. * Aoy mau love God—same known of
him . ” there 13 a hittle uonbt a3 to the exact meaning here.
We favuns che thonghitba. would aadersiand - &ouwn ” 1n
the sense of approved.

Ver. 4. “An idol nothing:” a piece of wood or stone—
nothing else. ** Noae other batone: " these were foun-
daticn truths which they all recetved.

Vess. §, 6. Paul further says that whilz the heathen had
many whom they called “g in heaven,” their heaven ;
““in carth:” gods of the mountains, plains, rivers, wcods,
sess, etc. ; yet we, discarding all this, have * but one God,*
00t mapy, ‘“.the Father "—either the Father of the Divine
Son, o1 ¥’ Our Father,” ench cqually tine, ** Wen Him:*
{_ohn 17.°21., the blessed anicn of the Cansuzn to hus

ather in Heaven. *“ One Lord: " notmany. ** By whom:™
John . : 3., hence is His lordship proved; by Him are all
thungs of God. ** We by,” Rev., * through .Hm :” and
have the filial relation to God—have beer brought 1oto His
family.

Ver.7. “That kunowlege:™ of the vapity of idols.
¢ With conscience of,” Rav., “beinz used until now tothe
1dol : ™ the same thought more clearly put.  ** Eat—end—
consaence s defited : © These were {formerly heathen and
conld not rid themselves of the old 1dea of the idol sacrifice 3
to then the meat wes polluted, to others, the nse to which
it 'had been put made no difference ; an idol was zothin, so
this was commod meat.  * Conscience i3 defiled : ” it aman
docs an innocent dhing (eats meats uffersd 1o 1dows) thunking
it to be slo, it is tio, and the conscience i3 defiled.

Ver. 8. ‘‘Meat Lummendeth us not:” that is, our
tharacter in the sipht of God does not depend op what we
eat or what we abstain from cating; thess are exterpals—
God looks at the heart. *° The Kingdom of God tsnot
weat and drick ;" Rem. 14:7, when Christ sets up His
¥ingdom in the beart of a man it is not becaues of any exter-
oal observances, but becacse the soul isjwilling 2nd secking
for his presence, .

Ver. 9. While this is glorlously true, don't et it be a
** stumbling-block,” an occasion of offence to others, inlead-

them to do 23 you do, thus violating coascience and com-
witting sin. ¢ Wezk+" have not your krowledge as fo the
sbsolate pothingpacs of idols, and g0 do adt feel towzrds
these sactifices ax you.can.

Vo 10, An itlastsstion of the argument of ver, 3. v ce2
thee which hast knowledge . ™ and whose example, there-
fore, would be more powerfal *Tdaltemple** o that
zome of these stro ded converts weat so far cven as to
eat within the idol temples. * Emboldensd—bailt up:
the same word 3z trapsisted **edified ' in vez. 1 thos the
weak brother is built ap, strengthened, baut in » wrong way
—in violation of conscience.

Ver..15. And this may lead to wome aou worse pem-
boldened in zin the. Geak brotber may go op to apostacy,
znd ¢ pezish.”  Ore *for whom Christ died : ™ how sRict-
ing the thooght that through.the acts of on¢ Christidn,
anotber may bosant oa the downward roed to death.

Vei. 13.  He who does this «ill not, however, ba 'tald
guiltless, . for * when 6. 3in 5o egaiast the hrethren, y¢. sin
against Christ,” who is one with the brethrea (Matt.25: 40);

it'1s 2o =4 i5juiy 16'the cmise of Christ,

Ver. 13, Hera the apostle enunclates the grand principle
of the lesson, thet rathe: than do this sin he would.** eat no
ficsh while the worlll standeth,” and thus, by, declaring his
willingness to make any sacrifice for any length of time, lest
a brother fall, he takes sway the argument, used alas to-d:z.
by some, that it is unfair to ask them to give up their Chris.
“ian liberty because of the ignorance and prejudices of some
brethren. °

HOINTS TO TEACHEES.

Profatory. - This is an important practical lesson—one
that needs enforcing to-day as stroogly as ever it did. First
of all, have fyou. weacher, heeded it yourself ? There are
paactices lawful, it may be, to the strong, but thonzands per-
ish by them. Does yout class know that you can, bave,
made sacrifices for others? Let no man with the fumes of
liquor upon him ; let no women, whosedevotion to dress s
a tempuation to the gisls of her class, dare to teach this lese
son, anless they can at once resolve that the weds of the
apostle shall be theirs, and that they will cast off every cause
of oflence for the sake of those ** for whom Christ died.”

‘Topical Analysis.—(1) Copsciepce witbout knowl-
:idge. (2) Knowledge without love. (3) Love's resolu.
on.

On the firsz topic we may briefly note agatn the difficulty
of these Coriothian bictheeo, They @ere coovens from
idolatry, they had so long been aciustomed o segard theic
%ods &s a power that 5::7 were unable to resist the same
celing now, even with the light of the gospel shining upon

them ; thus @ was the meats which had ofiered 101doly
wete lo them inrested with a spewisi chasaces, different to
ordinary meats, and they felt that if they partook of them,

cither at festive gatherings or at their own houses, they in a
measure came in contect with their old idolatrous customs,
and from that they shrunk with @ natwniai dismay, Bat they
did not stop there, they were hurt, wounded, that other
Christisns who had not passed through their experience did
not feel like themselves, Hence, to these weak consciences
offence came, and they would have the apostle see with
them and denounce the use of idol meats for all Christizns.
‘The form of this *rouble has passed away, but the spirit sur-
vives. Men who have been lifted by the gospel uut of any
cial sin, are much more tender of any approach to it than
those who have never known its power. That 1s cataral and
right, yet we must teach that the conscience of one can pever
be the rule of another ; every one has to be fully gatisfed in
his own mind, and whether it be in eating or drinking, or
amusements, or forms of worshig. to his own Master he
standeth or falleth. angy ®uwd 1t be for our churches if
nl] knew this, how much heated controversy and divisious
would be avoided. Let usimpress this on the young.

‘The serond topic shows us the other phase of the erroz,
¢ Knowledge » is right ; we should strive to have all knowl.
edge of our faith, especially of its duties and obligations but,
knowledge alone “ pufleik ap,” while love **builds ap,”
‘These more enliphtened Chdstians despisec theus seaker
brethren for making such an ado 2boat idol meats. Anidal
was nothing, of no account whatever; why thenshould the
sacrificed meats be of any account? So, to-day we have
those who contend for their ** rights, ” for freedom of action,
and often, it is to be feared, go farthey in that direction than
their conscicnces approve, to support their contention s let
us, as an antidote, powt to

Tke third topic—love's resolution. *+1f meat make,™ ete. :
let us look at the steps by which the spostle reached this
resolution.® Zove st g3dde as 153 the ase of oxr krowledge,
-—¥nowledge withoat love is worthless, we may contend ﬁn
our rights, atount which we read little in the New Testamant
and get ueglect the duties it inculcates, Knowledge in the
head, 2nd love in the heart wnakes the perfect Chnstian.
Love regards the weak  Chuist did, He came from heaven
to save the erring and the weak, and His apostle in Gke
manner woald sacrifice bimself for them. Who are the
weak? Those with tender, it may be unenlightened con-
sciences who will suffe: by our careless liberty.  Love surren-
ders ite migsts — Christians have rights, liberties, freedom in
tho gospel, yet the true believer will always use these in the
High* of the ignorant conscience of a fellow-believer, and will
abridge bis liberty 1n things 1onocent for the sake of others,
Loxe leads te a noble sif denial, - and so rcaches

Torve's REsALUTION, “‘TIfmeat,” ctc., and this will be
the resalntion of every man with the spirit of the apostle :
Shail I take the pladge? Shall Igo to the theatre? Shall
I dasce or play cxtds 2 Will my dowg these hurt the o
science of my brother 2 If 30, the resuive of the apostle shall
bemine Thisis the grand rule of Christian life, Press it
upag your scholars.

IRCIDERTAL TRUIHS AND TEACHIRGS.

Knowledge without love is ignorance,

Let us not desplse the weakest of God'’s people.

.ﬁppy the man 1 whose heart Jove and knowledge is
joiced.

Terons) ights thould aot be all agins

ersonal rights should not owsd to weigh against the

welfare of ;:icrs. e

The body is of more consequence than a siogle member.

The dixaple shouid ssek w fniow e Maester 10 the patn
of zacrifice for others. ’

Bain 15500 —Sclf-denial the law of Christ's king.
dom.—~Luke 9 23; 277 4; Acts 20 24, Rom. 9: 13;
Chap. 14, throoghout,

TEE Chmch of England Mission Society bas re-
centlyseceived the munificoat sum of £72 192,28s. 8d.
from Mr, W. C, Jongs, of Warnngton. This princely
gift makes a total of £150,000 contributed by this
friend of missions within nine years. Tho money is
t0.52 wholly spent apon nativeagents, sative churches,
ete., |

* From ™ Monday Club"" Sermons,




