.-

B Fari R T

i

L

s il e
s

Rod and Gun in Canada 17

FORESTRY

* Rod and Gun * s the ofileln) orgt of the Canndian Forestry Assoctation
The Editors wit] welcome contributions on topics relating to Forestry,

Edfted by the Officers of the Canadian Forestey Associntion,

THE LATE HON. G. W. ALLAN.

Itis with very deep regret that we have to chronicle the
death of the Hon . W, AlHan, who passed away at his resi-
dence in Toronto on the 24th of July st Ton, Mr, Allan
was born at York in the year 1822, and in that same place, now
grown to the large and beautiful eity of ‘Loronto, he spent his
last. days,  Through the wany years of an active life he seeved
in o large number of important oflicial capacities, and his native
city has especially felt the benefit of his breadth of culture and
his liberality.  Butit is unnecessary for us to reeall the highand
well-merited praises which have been heaped upon his metnory.
It i3 our part rather to bring to mind the active interest taken
by him in the work of the Canadian Forestry Association, of
the Board of Direetons of which he was a member from the date
of its organization, having been one of the first to give the
organization his support. Previous to the launching of the
Association Ton, Me. Allan had shown that the purposes for
which it has been formed bad his full spmpathy and had taken
the opportunity from his place in the X» te of calling the
attention of our legislators to some of the questions ir connee-
tion with ourflorest needs that he considered specially deserving
of attention,  His kindly assistance was ever ready in any way
that could be of advantage to the Forestry Asszociation, and his
keen imerest was shown by hisattendance at the last meeting
of the Board of Directors, though he was then but 1ecovering
from a severe illness,  Those who had the pleasure of meeting
him in connection with the busginess of the Association will feel
very much theloss of his kindlyand encournging presence, and
his advice and support, which it can il afford to lose, will be
very much missed by the Association.
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The Forest Fire at Temiscamingue,

And this most royal of all academics you have to open over
all the land, punf)mg your heaths and h||I~, and waters, and
keeping them full of every kind of lovely natmal organism, in
tree, herb, and living ereature. AN Jand that is waste and
ugly, you must redeem into ordered fruitfnlness; all ruin,
desolateness, impericctiess, you must do away with.-=John
Ruskin.

We need not apologize for taking a text from Ruskin, in
the words above quoted from his lecture on the * Future of
Ingland,” when we wish to deal with o subject that has its
esthetie as well as its practieal side, though our purpose is to
consider it mainly as a business question,  Butin thixquotation
a practical prineiple iz Iaid down that we in Canada have
evidently as yet failed to grasp, for instead of redeeming waste
land, of which we have so much, to ordered fruitfulness, we are
increaTingits area with a lght-heartedness and easy good nature
thay ave hardly fitting qualiications for a country that aspires

to the dignity ol nationheod and to make its influence felt in
the councils of the world,  Indeed v eareless wasting of the
erent natural vesourees, for the production of which we were not
inany way responsible, has led to a somewhat less favorable
estimate of our intelligence and foresight by those who are
watching the future of the world’s timber supply than we are
inclined to pliee upon them ourselves.

Our attitude o this question is to a very large extent based
on two premises which we have assumed to be indisputable.
The tiwst was that in sending in settlers to clear the forest
districts we were redeeming to fruitfulness lands that were
otherwige poactically a waste and that even if fire assisted this
process it was more or less of & blessing in disguire.  Did not
our forefathers have to struggle sternly with the forest before
they handed down to us the wealth-producing acres now
bearing their golden harvests, and has not that potent result
settted thv question {or us for all time?  But we have based tow
large an asswnption on past history. What are the fucets?
Look at the ligures given by Mr, 1. (% Langelier. There are
lands in the timber districts which have been settled upon and
made wealth-producing (?) at the average rate of production of
$7.40 per acre per annum, whereas under a properly managed
timber crop the land would have produced at least §12.50 per
acre.  Is our assumption correct, then, or ig it not rather the
case that we are condemning sitch settlers to a useless struggle
for a bave existence after they have removed the wood which
forms the only wealth of such land? If the latter is the true
statement, is it not time that we reversed our policy and that
gieps were taken by the Government to see that settlers are only
placed upon such lands as a fair examination shows to be fitted
to support them properly when devoted to agricultural
purposes, an! that settlement should not be permitted on poor
and rocky lands which are only suited for timber production ?

We have spoken of this question at xome length, for the mind
of the public dees not appear to be at all clear upon it, and, as
the fire which did the greatest damage at Temiscamingue came
from the vicinity of the settlements, and the testimony of the
lumbermen is that most of the destructive tives have had their
origin in the same direction, there are the strongest possible

reasons for the Govermment deciding definitely swhere the line
between forest-and settlement shall be drawn, and secing thut
it is properly pmluctcd

The second premise is that fires  cannot be pm\'cntéd.
Well, if we assume that, they certainly will not be prevented.
If we assume that, what is the use of talking to lumbermen or
making regulationsabout eutting trees of only twelve or fourteen
inches in diameter?  If fires cannot be prevented, what ix the
use of talking about forestry at all 2 Protection from lire is the
very {oundation stone of o system of forestry, and if fires can
be prevented in Europe, in India, why cannot they be prevented
in Canada? But, people say, the expense would make it
impracticable here.

Tet us look at the question. We have not yet been able to
get full information in regard to this fire, but about the 20th of
Junea fire started near Baie des Peves, on Lake Temiscamingue,
and burned eastward over an area of about thirty by forty miles
and wag only extinguished by the rains that came towands the
end of July.

This is oue of the finest pine districts in Canada, being
part of the great Ottawa Valley forest. It has already yiclded
large quantitics of lumber and has still an imwense area of
virgin timber, the wealth of which can handly be calculated.
It is a fact that in estimating the timber in this district the



