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OUR SOCIETY. :

Society Notes.

We have aheady given several hints which, if acted upon,
would do  something towards making things casier for new
artivals in Halifax—or any other town, for that matter. It is
ofiten the Lest part of a year Lefore a lady gets to know half of
her visiting acquaintances personally, and the only satisfactory
way to vbviate this is for the new-comer to be * at home " every
aft.rnoon for a few weeks, and for the older residents to make a
point of calling within a stated time—say three weeks. Lven
this entails a great deal of labor, as, of course, there is an immense
amuunt of unpacking and shopping to do, and it is very difficult
to get it all into the mornings.

Perhaps there is no place in the world where the system of
~ealling” is reduced to such a state of perfection as at the Uni-
venities of Oxford and Cambridge.  There, as in ordinary
«oejoty, a senior man uses his diseretion entirely as to which
= freshmen ” he will eall upon, usually choosing the hours in the
afternoon when they are all pretty sure to be out, and leaving
eards on the whole lot in one day. In returning the tivst call,
however, the freshman is bound to find his sentor at home, and
must not under any civcumstances leave a card on him. Of
course this often means calling half a dozen timnes, but the rule
i~ <teadily adhered to,and answers the purpose with which it was
designed, viz © that men shall Arnow those they want to know.

The lcaving of a card in veturn to the fiest call 15 equivalent
t-+a polite note to tive cffeet that, while duly acknowledging the
Lonar dane hin by se>king his acyuaintance, the new-comer has
veasons of his own for not desiring to inerease the cirele of his
acquaintances in the direction indicated.

Even this sy stemn, though no dovabt revolutionary, would not
be at all a bad one in Society, especially in a town where nearly
Al the residents have an “at home ™ day, and would be sure to be
~ornon the fivst visit. It would have the great advantage of
siving people @ chance of getting their houses into ship-shape
withnut being olliged to be “at home ™ every afternoun all through
the husiest time.

A new thing in the way of a morning “ tub " is highly recom-
wended by the Toronto Madd. This is the cold air bath, and
cotsists simply of standing in front of an open (wide open)
window, and rubling vneself biiskly with a towel. The Ml
-ads there is not the least fear of catching cold, even with the
thermometer below zero, and the shock to the system is not nearly
5 great as that of a cold water bath., Here's o chance for lazy
wen'  And anyone who is fond of bathing in the open air will
understand that there is something strangely exhilarating in the
cold air bath, especially on a fresh, windy morning.  If the idea
tahus ruot at all extensively, however, we would recommend that
in narrow streets some arrangement should be made between the
<iddes of the street, for instance, suppose the north side bathed at
their back windows, while the south side bathed at the front.
Otherwise there might occur some sudden and startling vis-q-ris.

We have hitherto kept silent on the fire brigade question, not
feeling quite qualitied to discuss the internal politics of the corps,
which are, to say the least, complicated To anyone who takes
the trouble to think the matter out, however, the question assumes
fiav larger proportions, and the question at issue between Captain
" nlon and a minority of his men shrinks into insignificance.
Th. greater question that presents itself is whether a Voluntcer
Fite Brigade can, under any circumstances, meet the wants of a
stowing city like Halifax.  Like the coasting, and all the
urmy questions that affect the safety of life and limb, this will
ne-ver he thoroughly investigated till something happens that shall
szl for a century as a land mark in the history of the stu-
picdity of corporations. The volunteer system is excellent, no
d-mit, and in Halifax particularly there is nothing that excites
were favorable comment from new arrivals than the promptitude
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with which the men respond to the many calls made by the fire-
bell, and the energy with which they carry out their work,

But —this is not a subject for argument, but o certain matter
of fact -if once a big fire broke out, with a favorable wind, no
voluntcer force could prevent the city being consumed from the
point where the fire originated to the leeward boundary of the
city. Ask anyone, who has seen Shaw directing operations at a
big fire in London, whether he imagines for a moment that a vol-
unteer brigade could do the same work ’  Ask the insurance
agents, who are a pretty clear-headed race, and have heavy
interests at stake ' Ask any level-headed member of the brigade
itself, whether, at several fives within the last year or two, it was
any more than a freak of nature, a happy combination of the
elements, that prevented half the city being consumed ! Go and
look for yonrselves next time there is a Globe Hotel in Hames,
and see how every member of the brigade struggles for the place
where the progress of the flames is most conspicuous, and where
there seems to be more krdus to be gained.  Sappose the five did
at first evade their effurts, and a goud fresh wind sprang up, what
captain in the world could persuade nine-tenths of the gallant
“volunteers” to play their hose on houses a few hundred yards
oft, or devote their energies to pulling down a block of houses in
the next street, to stay the progress of the five, without having a
look in at the “fun "

This is a very arave question, and one not likely to be settled
by the firemen themselves, though some of the best of them are
of oar way of thinking. It is too much to eapect them, as a body,
to renvunce the honurable pusition they have most deservedly
acquired, even though their experivnce had proved to them—one
and all —that the city had grown too large for them. After all, it
took ¢ the Great Fire of St. Juhn™ to convince our neighbour of
the same thing, and it is hardly to be expected that Halifax will
show itself more cnlightened.

It will probably be asked why the same objections should not
be urged against the Volunteer Biigade of the army , and, antici-
pting the question, we would point out that the idea of a
Volunteer force taking the ficld, except under the command of
veteran soldiers, has never been entertained by any government,
and such a thing would be laughed at by the public if it were cven
suggested, A Volunteer Fire Brigade in the same relation to the
Paid Brigade that the Volunteer Service bears to the Regular
Army, would be a most valuable auxilliary, and Is what we would
like to sce established in Halifax.  Oaly, the discipline should be
military, when on active service.

'THINGS SOCIETY READERS CAN DO:

RITE a note at the public desk without putting the book-keeper to any weon-
renicnice.  Get a supply of mice Stattoners. By the best self-feedinsg Pen an the
world  Get ap Express Moncey Order that will b~ pasable admost any shere an the world,
Get a vol, of Music bound =9 it wiall open flat and «tay there the (st time §tis need, and
wear for years tov,  And many other things at

KNOWLES' BOOK STORE, Cor. George & Granville Sts.

y ANGY_GHAlRS, TABLES, _nesxé;*égs—iﬁ;s
CARPETS & FHYRNITURE.
Great Reduction in Prices for One Month.

AN IMMENSE STOCK TC SELECT FRCM, CALL AND INSPECT.

A. STEPHEN & SON,
THE IHMOUSE FURNISHERS.
Cor. Prince and Barrington Sts.
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