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called Mcethodist=2 By means of this deed, a legal deseription was giv-
en to the term Conferenee and the scttlement of Chapels upon Trusuees
was provided for; <o that the appointment of Preachers 1o officiate
them should be vested in the Conterence as it had heretofore heen
Mr. Wealey. The deed also declares how the sueces~ion and identity of
the yearly conference, is to be continwed, and contains various regulu-
tion< as w the choice ot & President and Sceretary, the filling up of vu-
cancics, expul-ions &eo Thas ¢ the cuccession,™ as it was called, was
provided for; and the Confevence, with its Pre<ident, chosen anoually,
carte into the place of the Founder of the connexion, and has so coiti-
nued to the present day, A~ the whole of the Preachers were not inelu-
ded in the deed, and a few who thonght themsefves equally entitled to be
of the hundred Preachers who thus formed the Legal Conference were
excepted, some dissati~sfaction aro~¢; but as ail the Preachers were cligi-
ble to be introduced into that body as vacancies occurred, thiz techng
was but partial and oon sub~ided. Al Preachers in full connexion were
allowed to vote in the conference; and subscquently, those who were
uot of the hundred. but had been in connexion a eertain number of years,
were permitted by their votes, to put the President into nomination for
the confirmation of the Legal Conference.  Thus all reasonable ground
for mistrust and jealonsy was removed from the body of the Preachers at
large; and with respeet to the hundred Preachers, themselves, the Presi-
dent was chosen annually, and cach being eligible to that honour, eflici-
cney of administration was wisely comnecrea with equality.  ‘The conse-
qrence ias been, that the Preachers have generally remained most firm-
1y united by affection and mutual confidence, and that few disputes have
ever arisen among them, or have extendud [evond a very few mdividu-
als.  Ecclesiastical history does not, perhaps, present an instance of an
equal number of Ministers brought into contact 2o close, and called so
frequently together, for the discussion of various subjeets, among whom
s0 much gencral unanimity, both as< to doctrines and points of diseipline
has prevailed, joined with so much zeal, good-will and triend:hip towards
cach other, for 2o great a number ot years,  This is the more remarkable,
as by their frequent changes from <tation to station, opposite interests
and feelings are very often brought intv contact.  'The final decisions of
the Conference on their appointment te these stations, generally the most
perplexing partof s annual business, are, how ever, cheerfully or patient-
ly submitted to, from the knowledue that cach Las of the publie spirit
svith which that body is actuated, and the frank aml hrotherly manner in
which all its procecdings are conducted. By this deed, Mr. Wesley, at
his death, devised to the Cunference every prerogative he enioyed as the
Father of the Connexion, 2 7in thizimportant and wise settlement of the
government of the connexion, there appears, in the opinion of his Bio-
grapher, but one regulation, w hich scemsto eontrovert that leading max-
im to which he had ulwaysrespeet, namely to be guided by circumstances
in matters not determine hy some great prineiple. We allude to the pro-
viso which obliges the Conference not tv appoint any Preacher to the



