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DIVINITY.

THUE BREAD OF LIFE.

. By Wi Jav.

And Jerus 201d unto them, Lam the bread of life: he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that belivvoth
on me shall never thirst—John vi.25.

* Yea, doubtless, amd I count all things hut loss
fur the oxcelleney of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord' Such is the exclamation of Paul.  And
hie doos not despise what he could not possess, or
nadervalue what he did not undesstand.  He was a
m..u of genius and of learning. He had examined
hio claims of human seience, and know how little it
could do for man in his most inportant interests.
He was alio no stragger to the [:nm\lodgo of tus
Vord and Savioue. Tho Sor of God had been re-
vealed in bim; aad from that blessed hour his we-
quaintance with him had hecn constantly increasing.
e kuow whowm he had belioved § aud such was the
eflicacy of this knnwledge, in purifying his passions,
in tranquilizing his conscience, in rofreshiug amil do-
lighting his heart, that he v as led comparatively tn
dupreciate every thing elss 5 and detormined ¢ 10
xnow nothing save Jesus Christ and him crucified.’

Aud is not this the determination of every chris-
tian !  And is it not justifiable ! is it not wise?
Need wo wonder that his Saviour is every thing
roith hiun, sivce he is every thing to him 7—his sun
and shiold—his guitlo and guard—his physician and
friend—his righteousness and strength—bhis clothing
and his food. ¢ Aud Jesus said unto them, 1 am the
bread of lfe: he that cometh to me shall never
hwanger; and he that belioveth on me shall never
thirst.

Olserve, 1. A representation of the Saviour. 1I.
The way in which toe are to dertve advantage from
Eim. 1L, The kappiness his followers shall enjoy.

L d represrntation of the Seviour. ‘1 am the
broad of life.' Al life is valuable, and there are
scveral degress of it rising above each other.  There
ts vegotablo life s this is superior to dead matter, as
a treo is more oxccllont than a stone.  “There is ani-
mal lite : this is superior to vegetable, as a biwd is
more oxcellent thaa a tres.  There is rational hWfe:
this is superior to animal, as a man is more excel-
lent than a benst. His form and bhis pewers pro-
clalm his pro-eminence, and prove him lord of this
loweravorld.  But there is a hfesuperior to human,
aod which ¢ the natoral man undewmstandeth not,
becausa it is spiritually discerned.’ It is called ¢ the
lifo of God.! Of this, man was originally possessed ;
from this he has fallen by sin; to this ho is rostored
by dwine graco.

And there are s yme who_aro proofs of the possi-
bility of this restoration. They huve * passed from
death uote life.’ T hough alive 10 other things, they
wers once dead to the thingsof God. They had no
spiritual sensibility ; but lhcg now feel. They had
no spiritual appetite; but thoy now * hunger aud
thirst after rightes ssposs. '.l‘f;oy bad no spiitual
senses, 1o discern  both good and evil* hut thoy
1w bear his voice . soo his glory, and * tasto that the
Lord s gracious.’  "Choy bad no spiritual energy or
action ; but they o w *strive to onter in at the steaft
gate, walk in tho way overiasting,” aund *Jabos r,
that, whether preser « torabsent, they may be accented
of him.” These disg sitions may be perfeet, and theso
oxertions mag bo v reak; hut thoy could not make
the ons, nor be con- icivus of tho other—unloss thoy
were alive.

Tae scripture lov ¢s to present religion to us under
tho uation of life: aud it it is a very important aud
disunguishing ono.  In a picture there is lik eness,
and how striking « loes the resomblance somatimes
appear.  Butwhar a differenco is thore betweenthe
shadow and the sut stanco; botween tho image and
tho original. It scems tospeak; bot it is silent.
The  broathing can vass” is nat life. A firure may
bo formed equal to i bo size of n man; an ingenui-
ty m::{ add motion to likeness; but it is not self-
moved; its moveme uts, fow and sensoloss, resulp

from foroiga forco or skill. And mochanism, how-
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Tover fine or finishé? s not hile. 1w many things
that look like religgon [l short of it.  How many
have the form of goliness whde.liey deny the pow™
cr theteof.  How many, evitnte of allinward prin-
ciple, ure fetuated in (Furﬂ by eate:t il motives ouly;
and whoso duty Brgins aud euds with the opecaiion
of the circunstances producing it!  Bnt God
puts his spivit within us, und causes us to walk in
his ways, and to heep his sfateies.

Now observe the reintion in wineh the Lord Jesus
stands to this life. *§ am (arvshe) the bread of
life.' Bread often stands for ali that nourishes and
sustains our bodies; and henee we read of the
¢staff of bread 2* the meanstg iy, thathife Teans o
for support.  Aad our Saviour s all that is veces-
sary to the life of God in the soul, * I am come,
{ouys be) that they might bave bfe, and that they
might have it more ubundandy.  For the bread of
Gad is ho that comoth down fivin heaven, and giv-
cth life unte the word.’

Bread coin is bruised, Tho grain passeth through
a process which seews likely to destroy it, before 1t
becomes our fovd.  And what means vur Saviour
when ho says, * The bread that [ will give is my
flesh, which f will give for the life of the world I
Somo tell us that he refers to his doctrine only. It
is admitted that instruction may be calied the food
of the mind—but why does vur Lord refer to his
fish?  Apd what master ever spako of his dis-
siples cating kimself?  * My flesh 1s meat indeed,
and my blood is drink indeed. Ife that eatoth my
flesh aud drinketh my bloed, dwelleth w e, and 1
in him.’© What can this imply but a truth so fully
rovealed in the senpturo—7That, he becomes our
saviour by being our syerifice, and that we live by
lus death! 4

1is lnnguage loads us,to another refloction, which
is not the less important becausg it is towmon. It
is this : Bread is nothiug to us, however prepared,
or presented, or possessed, unleys it bo eaten. You
wmay perish with bread in your house, and even in
your hand-—it is only by admitting it into the animal
systern, that it can become nourishment. ¢ I am
the living bread that came dowr from heaven; if
any man eal of this bread bo shail live for over.—
Except yo eat the flesh of the Sou of God and drink
his bYood. ye have no lifo in you. He that eateth
e, even he shpll live by me.’ Is not this sayin
that o Savioer unapplied will profit you nothing
He may havo in himsolf every thing you need ; he
way be gigh to yon; b may bo proposed to you in
the gc-p-l—and all this is true ; but he must he re-
ceived by faith. For to vary the image, ¢ To as
many as received hin, t1¢-'themn gave be power 1o
become the sous of Géd, oven to them that believe
on his name.’ T

This Lrings us to remark,

IL. The 1wayin which we derive advantage from
kim. [t is hy comirg to him by believing on him.
* He that cometh to tue shall uever hungzer : and ho
that believ+th on e shall nover thirst.'  And here we
are not to supposo that two difforent characters are
inteaded, of whic h the one comes to our Lord, and
the othur Lelicves on him. The expressions desig-
nate the: seame person; and are explanatory of cach
other.  So thict 1f youask, What is coming to hiw?
You are toll that it is helieving on him. And if
you usk, What is beliovipg on him 7 You are told
itis coming to hime. ., .

.'}'ho.c:gcu w this.  Sinep so much depends on reat
faith, it is nccessary fordis t0to know what it is :
but as we have mbre 18 do with the uses of thinms
than with their patdro 2t dnd a5+ tucy are more ob-
viously known hy their operations antl efects, than
by their physical and gbgtractqualitics, the seripturg
holds forth faith by its office, and in its actings. It
tells us what faith “does in the man who is the pus-
sessor of it: it * works bylove, s ovcrcomes the
world ;* it * pudifies tho hoarty' it brings a man to
Christ. Ho that belicveth oo him, comes to him.
This representation of faith is very instructive,

First. It reminds us that tho Lord Jesus is ac-
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i the midlst of then I’

plicatiun of the soul to the Redeemer.

able in his bodily presence; and many went to hun
il implored reliof ; and soue ever imploved ju vain.
In thirsense wo can no louger approuch bim: in
Ltliis senge hie is * po more in the world.”  But unles
'lw i» aceessible uuder wnother aud a higher view,
| bow can he verify the promiso; *Where two or
three wo gathered together in wy nanse, thero jun Fin
Ind he appoint his discipies o
meet hin in Galilee after Lis rosurrection ; and dul
i they o down and find him weie T So he has ordam-
Tedancans in the use « © hich, if e ave found, ke wi'l
be found.  For ho is present smong the assemblies
of his people, and in Jus ho e, nud at bis table, ard
i his word, awl upon his tiwone ; there disponsieg
merey and grace to help us in overy ume of:need.

Sccoudly, It teaches us, that faith is not a notion,
but a principle; and is abways attended with an -
Under the
mtluence of it { cannot.rest without kim; but from
a conviction of my perilows and porishing case, aul
a penseasion of his power, appointment, und ronds-
ness to succour ausd to save me, 1 go to him and ad-
dress him. Ithrow mvself at his fect, and crv,
* Lord save, I perish.’ 1 see him as the only refurr,
and I 'seek to entor him. I view him as the Lurd
my rizhteousuess and strength, and pray ta be found
in_him. On this foundation 1 begin to build : from
this ¢ fuluess I receive, and grace for grace.’

And letit bo remembered, that this applicztun
which always distinguishes geouigo faith from fulse,
18 not a single address, but a renewed, a continued
oxerzise.  He that believeth on him is uot ove that
came and trapgatted an affair with him, and then
hiad nothing more to do with him—no—Ubut one that
cometh. Petor has the same thought, and cqually
excludes those whose religion is an uction, instead of
u course of action, instead of a habit, insteadfof »
life—¢ 10 whom coming as unte a liviag stone.” He
will be necessary 1o tho last : as long as we congruct
fi-esh guilt; as long us wo are called to bear new
trials and discharge new duties; as long as we are
in tho body of this death—so long wmust we come
to him.

Let us notico

H1. The happiness his Jollowers shall en joy: +
: ‘He
that corneth to mo shall ‘nerer hungee, m{d‘/hv that
believelh on mo shall never thirst.! Tlis assurance

admits of several explanations.
l‘ns.t. The follower of Jesus shall never hunger
gpr thirst again after the woild, This distinguishes
um from all unrene: -ed men ; for thoy hunger and
thirst after nothing el.2. And thi hiso
f lng el.2. And this was once his own
case. But having tasted wie provisions of God's

house, his lanzuare now is, +1
i 21 35, * LorC ever more giv
me this bread.’ er more give

Having scen the p) y
hegotten of the Futher, full °"-gra§e°3. :t; r;l:;;’o:::-,:

thing elso allures or chorgs: + y
whom have I in heaven Put theo? ;X(}lmt‘}?cr??s) ;::l):
upon earth that I desire beside thee.’ Endeavours
wdldbc made to dray er e soul from this soveroign
good.  The world wii! present its riches, honours,
pleasures and prospe .ts3 qud often ask * What is
Khy beloved mprc 1',;"1 anothor beloved 7' Bat theso
syrea songs will 1,4 sungin vain. All believers in-
d:efxl are not eyually mortified to carthly things; but
as far as grnee prevails in the soul, they Wﬁl, they
must 10so thew wAuence : as far @8 wo are ‘after
the Spiri wo shad ¢mind the things of the Spisit.’
And no veal christian, who walls by faith and not
by sight, can s0 seek aftor the world again as to
make it his | »ticn, or to place his bappiness in it.
A covetous, mmbitious, sensual, pleasure-taking
:hnsuau, is 2 ~aracter the seripiuro koows nothing
Sccondly, He shall not hunger and thirst in vain.
The new o wre has wants and appetites, but
ample provisioa is made to reliove und indulge them;
and the believer knows wherv 1o o for those bless-
ings 3 and is not liable to disappointmont in seckiug
for thom. . Ho no longer runs to- and fro, askin..
Who will show me any good 7 He has found the

cessiblo.  In tho days of his ficsh ho was approuch-

source of satisfaction, end derjves supplics from it.



