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short, diffluit fcflowvs to manage, as Dumouriez and bis
fcIlow-officcrs found out

Wild, raggcd, untrained, and insubordinatc, thcy yct
inaugurated that carcer of victaiy which was to, carr the
Imperial armies into ail thc counticr, of Europe. Whcre
woîîld have been thc glorics of Jcna and of Wagram, of
Laudschut, Tudela, anid Blorodino liad not thosc masses of
rccklcss, undrilled desperadocs, animatcd by thc spirit of
rccovered frccdam, driveai back the Prussian chargcs on
thc hcights of Valmy, and flung thcmselves fiercely against
the redoubts of jemaippes."

The unconqucrable spirit of regained liberty manifested
itself in the strain of that noble hymn îvhich, bursting
spontancously from forty thousand throats, thundercd vic-
toriously aver the rcdoubts of Jemappes and up the pine-
clad Wissembourg cr4.gs.

It is to this fi-c and joyous feeling, acting upon the
cmotional nature of the Frcnchman, and to the mutual
influence of large bodies of mnen, animated by the same
spirit, that we arc to look for an explanation of their
extraordinary success.

The victory of Jem.,ppes, to îvhich arc at present to
confine our attention, is wvorthy of note as bcing the li-st
stcp in that course of aggression, îvhich raised ail Europe
against thera. Ilitherto thcy had defended themselves, but
now thcy entered upon a new path.

In October, 172 the Comité de la Salut Publique,
wi.shing to pieasc their fierce canstituents; and gain sorne
additiona' credit for themselves, resolvedi to assume the
offensive. W-th this abject in view they summoned ta
Paris Dumouriez, the victar of Valmy, who had forced
Brunswick to retire beyand the Vasges, and given the
embryonic republic an opportunity ta, nerve itself for the
strugglý

At the conférence which ensued, it w-is determincd ta
niaintain the defensive an the strang castern border, while
the bulk af their forces, under Dumauriez in persan, ivas
ta assume the affensive in the no,-th, expel the Imperial
forces from thc Lov Countries, and give the people of those
provinces an appartunity ta throw off the Austrian yoke.

* The Eastern frontier, fi-rn the Mediterranean ta, Lan-
* dau, ivas covercd by the cammands af Montesquion and

B3iron ; whilc Meusnier (12,000) and Kellerman (20Poaa)
cxtended fi-rn Landau ta Luxcembourg, îvith Custine
(17,000) thrown forwvard ta Mainz. Kcllerman ivas ta
mai-ch by Treves on Coblcnz, and this movernent, cam-

* bined with the advance of Valence (1 8,ooo) upon Namur
* and Liege, would, if carried out, eut the Imperialists' line

of retreat, and hem themn in between the French army
and the sea.

Durnouriez advanced on Mons %vith 40,000 mren, sup-
ported cn ;s; a-iht by D'Harville (i2,000), and on his Ieft
ly Labourdannaie fi-rn Lille. The Imperialists, under
the Dukc of Saxe-Teschun, were only about 40,000 sti-ofg
and wcert disposeda ver a long line fi-rn Mons ta Tournai,
according ta the usual defective stratcgy of the Austrians,

who had nat yct lcarned, by bitter experience, that 1' a
chain is no stronger than its wéeakest link."

In consequcnce af this fatal dispersion, tliey could only
c. icentriteabout 25,000 men at Mons ta check the advance
ai Dumouriez.

On the evening Of the 5th of November thc two armies
faccd cadi othcr near the litttic village of Jemappes, a
short distance south of Mons. The Irnperialists îvcrc
strongly postcd along a range of hciglits croiviied by
thi-c villages (Jemappes, Cuesmcs, and Bertlîaimont):
their front protectcd by abattis, woods. and a stcep slope
v. hich enablcd their artillery ta search evcry partiaon of
the ground before it, while the position ivas furf3îer
strengthened by fourteen redoubts ; altogether a tough
nut ta crack.

Dumouriez determined to attack in front îvith tîvo
colunins, supportcd by attacks on both flanks; and, in
accordance with tlîis plan, D'I-arvillc (who Lad joincd on
the previaus evening) moved fonvard at daybrcak ta out-
flank Beaulicu, seize the heights at ]3crthaimant, and
menace the line of retreat upon Ath and Brussels.

Shortly after sunrise Beumnounvillc ope-cd the ball b>' a
fuius attack an Cuesmnes. His brigades advancing in
that loase, impetuaus mnanner so clîaractcristic of the
French, rushed forward and strove ta rcach the ecmy's
lines, but -ecoiled shattered and disordcrcd, tlieir ranks
riven through and through by thc splendid practice af the
Austriari zrtiiiery; and Ferrand's nien werc baffled in an
atternpt to, flank, Jemappes. It is naw nearly midday, the
enemny are stili unbroken, the FrAnrch have lost lieavily,
,he untrained recruits are becoming uns;teady, and show-
ing symptonis of panic. Something must be donc, and
that right speedily. Dumouriez sends Thouvenot ta
replace Ferrand, and soon, througli the smoke of the furi-
aus cannonade, can be seen the columns advancing ;
dashing foi-ward with the bayonet, throughi Quaregnon,
and up the hcights ta hc ,cst af Jemappes. Simultane-
ous>' with t*"is attack, Dumouricz iwith the main coluinn,
drove straight at the Austrian front With a shaî,t of
"Vive la Republique4" the column puts itsell in motion, and

maves swiftly across the intervening space, but the men
are untrained, excited, and shaken b>' the bail af bulles
îvhich ploughs through the mass>' columns ; and noiv, to
aid in their discomiture, the splendid Austrian squadrons
preparc ta charge their flank. The forivard movemnent
is checkcd ; anc brigade on the right ivavers, loosens, and
faîls back in disorder; the marnent is critical ; ane charge,
wcll prcssc home, %wauld scatter in panic flight that yield-
ing mass of conscripts.

But the apportunit>' is lost, the brigade rallies and
regains its place, and a furiaus combat cnsues ; while the
cnemny's powcrful artillcry pours a stcady, unceasing, and
dcadly li-e into the huge French columins.

The din is terrific; hicavy banks ai smokc lic broodingl
upon the carth alang the lino ai the hciglhts, pierccd by the
incessant flashes af the cannonade, and through wvhich the


