Published under direction of the Board of Agriculture of Nova

Scotia,

Omntune rerum, ex guibus aliguid adgusritur, nikil est agriculturd melins, nihil nberius, nehil
lomine libero dignius—Cicero : de Officits, lib. 1, cap. 42.

voxL. 11.

HALIFAX, N, S., FEBRUARY,

1877%. No. 131.

Hawrax, Ist Feb., 1877,

Wz have now arrived at the period
of the year when plans for the sea-
son’s operations on the farm require to
be matured. It will be perceived that we
are not now writing for the hap-hazard
happy-go-lucky farmers who plod on
under a sense of the inevitable, but for
those who have a systemn, as men in all
kinds of profitable business have, and who
mean to work it out.  Such aro now (as
we huve said) mturing their plans for
the season. Defore doing so it is well
to “take stock,” to counsider carefully
the financial position of the farm, the
extent of the available capital, the con-
dition of the varions fields as regands
fortility and cultural condition, the
probable extent of crop that may be pro-
fitably raised during the season, the num-
ber of animals of ditferent kinds that may
be kept, reared, and fed off. All
thess are factors. TFrom thewmn, and
others depending upon, and rclated to,
ther, may be determined the extent of
cultivation, and other work for the season.

Having settled in his mind the guneral
scope and extent of his business upcra
tions for 1877, the farmer, like any other
business man, will then turn to motters
of detail.  If he has lanu to cultivate, he
will determine what crops will be most
profitable, keeping in view the two dis-
tinct sources of farm “ profit” that must
ever run parallel in a judicisussystem, viz,
the realized 2nd the potential, that which
shows itself in an immedistc cash return,
and that other which consists of an in

l

sxrease in the ferlility of the field culti-
vated. If he has animals to fatten, he
will consider what feeding material may
be most profitably employed for this pur
pose, and to what extent it is to be pur-
chased, and to what extent raised un the
farm. If ongaged in the dairy business,
in producing wmilk for market or for
tho cheese Iactory, or for butter, he
will now determine how many cows are
to bo kept, and make his sclection. He
will likewise estimate the foul required,
and the breadth of cultivation necessary
to supply forage, as well as the extent of
pasture capable of supplying herbage for
the season. It is true that all asgricultu-
ral cstimates are to some extent ab the
merey of the weather, bub they are not
more so than cstimates in other branches
of business are at the merey of commer-
cial tides, strikes of operatives, variations
in raw material supplics, and fluctuations
of markets.

If our Farmers in this Province were
all settled down to a well-established and
profitable system of farming, we should
stop here, and leave them, cach one to
furm Lis plan accurding tu his particular
circumstances, and carry it out according
tu the industry and cnergy with which he
has been enduwed.  But at this tiwue the
scrivus questivns should be pressed upun
our Farmers, and by them discussed in
their clubs,—What erups shall we culti-
vate? What kind of stock shall wo
raise 7 "What is the most profitable »ys-
tem of farming in Nova Scuti.? These
are no new questious, They were probed
tu the bottom in the tiwe of Agricula,

sixty years ago. Dub now they come up
again, as fresh as ever, under tho
altered internal condition of the
Province, altered coudnions of tran-
¢git, altered relativns in many ways
with neighbouring countries, altered pos-
sibilities of scientific applications to cul-
fure, and altered markets both for the
sale of producc, and for the purchase of
supplies needed for carrying on farm ope-
rations. It is nut only desirable, bud
absclutely necessary, if Agriculture is te
prusper in this Province, that thepe should
be 2 full and {rec discussion of them,and
we propose in these culrms to offer a few
occasional observations with the view of
leading to such a result.

Thot such matte.s are not only dis-
cussed, but energetically acted upon, in
other Provinces of the Dominion, is being
placed prominently before our oyes. The
Western Oatario and Quebec farmers aro
now supplying the English markels with
fresh beef, live cattle, sheep and horses.
Cavnada beef is now sold in large quanti-
tieseven in Aberdeen,the verycentreof the
cattle feeding district of Scotland which
has hitherto been supplying the London
market. We are tuld in the nowspapers
that six steamers of the Anchor Line are
aleeady fitted up for carrying fresh meat
actuss the Atlantic.  All this means that
prices will Lo maintained, that cattle
fueding is more likely to pay in the future
than it bas ever done in the past, that as
& branch of industry it has entered upon
a new phase of develvpment, the full end
of which cannut now i e cven eunjectured.
Vith such cvidences of aclisily on the



